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MRS. PALMERSTONFS LETTERS . 

TO 

HER DAUGHTER, 

Seller XL 
OBADiAH, 

AN 

ALLEGOhicAL TALE. 

I AM very much plfeafed With your laft 
letter, my de'Sr Eliza : the compofition is 
irtore correft, arid your thoughts are better 
combined and exprefled than ufual. You 
will foon attain a ftyle of eafe arid perlpicu- 
ify i and as a proof of what I advance, 
coriij^afe the copy of what you laft lent me 
with the thenie you wrote only fix months 
Imce. I aril peffuaded that you will be 
lehffble ot the advantage yoU have gained 
oVer thofe dilfeculties which you mentiaa 
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in your lafl: letter, as having fo much per- 
plexed you. But a young perfon who can 
fo well point out thofe difEculties will foon 
overcome them. 

I remember that, whte I was of your age, 
I adopted a method from which ] derived 
confiderable. improvement. I read with 
attention one of Mr. Addifon's papers in 
the Speftator : I then clofed the book, but 
carefully kept the fubjeft in my mind, and 
took it for my next theme ; which, when 
finifhed, I placed apart, and at my leifure 
compared it with the compofition by which 
it had been fuggefted ; for I did not attempt 
to imitate Mr. Addifon's ftyle, or to follow 
his thoughts clofely, but fimply and in my 
beft manner to exprefs my own on the fame 
moral fubjeft. You will be able to judge 
of the imperfeftions of my efTays, But I 
was not difcouraged : I preferved my paper ; 
and fome weeks after, without referring to 
it, I wrote a fecond on the fame fubjeft, 
which together with the fo'rmer I again 
compared with my author. I affure you, 

my 



ftiy Eliza, that I rarely miffed the pleafure 
arifing frpm this review j for I found that 
I had enlarged my ideas, and improved my 
cxpreffions.^ One or two of my juvenile 
exerciles fell into my hands the other day, 
and I ftill think they would not difgrace 
me. 

The human mind refembles a rich mine. 
If the ppffeffor fliould content himfelf with 
indolently faying, *^ I am told that by 
opening this mine, which is exclufively my 
own property, I fhould enrich myeftate, and 
reap a harveft of gold i buti as it lies at 
fome diftance, as the labour and expenfe are 
very confiderable, and, the 'produce is un- 
certain, I prefer poverty and eafe, notwith- 
ftanding the offered affiftance of my zealous 
friends, and the profpeft of fuccefs "— ^ 
would it be prefumptuous to conclude that 
this man was .ignorantly blind to his own 
intereft? Would. you not.be tempted to 
remind him, that his youth and his ftrength 
would (ail, that. his neceffities would infalli- 
bly bccofh.e moreurgent, ii^ proportion as 

he 



he became by floth more unpreparfed to 
meet them ; and that the juft puniftutttnt 
of his prefent idlenefs and pufiUaniirtity 
would be future and unavailing rep6ntmce, 
with the defertion of tkofir ftiends whofe 
prudent couniel he then i^efted ? 

Young people, and would that I were 
aibte to confine my obfervation to the yoting ! 
aA too often on much the fame princ^tpks 
a$ thofe I have mentioned. They wtet no 
more than they poflfefsi a little oirrtnt 
coia> bnfk animal ipiriit$> and iodulgcot 
friends, carry them gaily and contentedly 
down the fmooth and unruffled fbream of tift. 
They may acquire, a» they harve bemib 
itrpeatedly aflured, hidden trezfiires, md 
imexplared ftored*N><««^a much the bsist€^. 
When they have e^haufttd tbofe at hmsdy 
when the treafores of 3rQnaith and of healthy * 
of comeline& aiad friendly i&il-^««-'-^wixy, tlvtn 
indeed k will be w^U to feek at any lab^nr^ 
for thofe refoarc^s: whick aw faM ro be r^ 
provifion: Natxre has fy kindiy pdref>ar^ fsr 
them. The time arglve si ■ H i'tit pr6ffi» ufan 

them^ 



thidmi afid 'peradvetiture they recoiled* that 
the bufinefi ought u6t to be deferred to the 
laft minute. Th^y now recaB to memory 
fom& of thoie indications, fonnerly given to 
tfa^m, of the preciie ficuatioa of the pkce^ 
CD which they are at laft obliged to turn 
their thoi^Jlts and their hopes. They now 
mmenEiber that the zeal and care of the 
firiends of th^r youth had fet up certain- 
landmarks for their uie. They recoiled): 
that onei the moft revered, of thofe friends 
had pointed out the ^t in which might be 
fyattA pntregM} diat another, experienced 
in wifdon^ had marked where the preciom 
ore was mixed with baier metal ; that ^ 
third had warned thenfi iK>t to be difcouraged 
in fuch and £uch fpots ; for that, although 
thevcoQ was deep, and inconiiderable at the 
beginning, it would, in its progrefs, be 
amply pro4iJaive. 

Thus, ufrged by neceffity, and allured by 
hope, does an inheritor of fuch a mine 
begin his procraftinated journey towards it: 
but be finds the former fcene of nature 

changed -, 
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changed J the country through which h© 
pafles has loft its pidurefque beauties,- it i$ 
become defolate and barren, and he is 
enfeebled by indolence, and laddened by the 
dreary profpi ft around him. — Perchance he 
gains a little eminence, and fees from afar 
the dilapidated memorials of his friend's 
prudent precautions ; his finking fpirits feize 
the aufpicious -fignals — he preffes forward — 
but to \yhat convidlibn ? The precious de- 
pofit is engulphed by a fea of inordinate 
paflions and tumultuous cares, that in their 
ebbing courfe exhibit to his^ view an ufekfs 
mafs of fand, which baffles induftry ; and. 
he fees himfelf cohfigned, for the remainder 
of his days, to penury and negleft. 

There is not, my Eliza, a precept in 
morals which containis a more important 
and felf-evidcnt truth than that Vhich fays, 
f' Afk, and you fhall receive." The mind 
of pan fays' the fame, with nearly the* faiiier 
certitude. You have exprefled more dif- 
fidience in refpeS: to the vifion of Mirzah 
than was neceflary. You comprehend per- 

feftly 



feftly the fubjeft of it, and the moral which 
it contains. As the fphere of your reading 
enlarges, and your underftanding matures, 
you will infenfibly acquire a difcriminating 
tafte, if you fulFer nothing tp efcape you by 
yielding to your vivacity. But if the indul- 
gence of curiofity, or the mere amufement 
of your leifure, is your fole objeft in reading, 
I forewarn you that your profit will be 
proportionably trifling, that you will never 
arrive at that judgment oij, which only your 
mind can be folidly eftabliihed, nor ever be 
capably of feleftiop, or imitation of thofe 
authors whofe genius and correfted imagi- 
nation place them, in the opinion of the 
judicious, as the ftandards of good and 
elegant, writers. 

At ten years of age you read fables and 
fometimes fairy tales to me. It never 
occurred to you to examine into their defign, 
their probability, or their improbability : 
the marvellous delighted you, and the moral 
efcaped you : all the advantage you derived 
from this praftice was a great facility in 
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rpsiding ^i^df and thje habi( of jM^ing 

all/sgorical compofitiofx has lateljr CQ|7)/e be* 

fbr,e yw with other hqoks ; and f ou tjejji we 

that th^ appjicjtiop fpoietiraies efcjpes you, 

aijcj thajt you fin4 the futjeft .obfcyre : and 

yet figt 9, day pajOTes ia lyhich your own 

thoujgjuc^ do not tafce this mode of exptrefl}qj(;i 

lykhout prenxedit^tio;! or ftudy* You h^ve 

hpard hitherto nothing of the art of fpeaking. 

Your mother is but ^rtle bpttef infprjoQ^d s 

but ihp y[nderfl;a^d5 wlxat fchoolo^ep pie?H?, 

when, in definiijj^ jKetoric, t^ejr calj it tfep 

art of writing and ^je^Jsiing with M<^*ac;p 

^ ^igWy. Perhaps, tny EU?^a, J m^\^ 

not prefmne top ,f3jr in faying .tjhiat fcype of 

thofe who have beft known in yhat ma^nftef 

to reduce thi^s art to .certain prefcrib^d rules, 

hay^ faiied in the ^application Q.f tJxem. But 

be this ^5 it jD^y, it is -.undoubted that nature 

a^d gpnius fQar bpyond xh^m^ .Wd can . 

".catch ? gr?cp beyond the rpaejti jpf ^rt." 

. Let us XTf what pw pwn ynajidfid f^&om 

will fgjp|iily }^ with ijjp t;)}i5 .fub^eft.-.let u$ 

endeavour 
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endeavwr to invefrig^fce, with this pUin 

guide, fiatifre, t^cprogrefs of thought and 

laflgWge. The fubjeja h^ eiag^ged th^ at- 

tepfion of , the leariied; it h?? Ijeien prpd«cov.e 

of infbrmatipp, a^ds of mwh fpepylijtion. 

y^fe wjlj plaqe pur difcpveri^s pad^r the 

iaUer hiead, and then fpfer jthem to your 

grandfather, who will very fQQP winnow 

th? wheat, if thprp be *jjy, frojn the ch^. 

Jjt is evicjeiit riijit ki^owledge, like virtue, 

is progreffive: ev^ery facyjty of that being 

Ifif^nd^d for anothi^r v^pjrld marks his gla«< 

ripuf deftinatiop i and be who paufes in hil 

pr^grefs wjU not be able to keep his ftation ^ 

W^ inuft either advance or recede : it is th^ 

cvrder of nature. 

Man coUe^ively, like the individuai of 
^is fpeclies, has been in a ftate of infai^cy. 
A recent ^^aipple, when compared witk 
(the annals of mankind^ will fufEce iov our 
p^rpofe. The great Alfred, if I he not 
Pliftakeib was one of the firft of our mon- 
archs who could write his own name : and 
frqpn o^e of thofe difcoveries made by our 

celebrated. 
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celebrated circumnavigator, captain Cookj 
and mentioned in Forfter's work *, we may 
obferve that the ftate of language is a crite- 
rion by which we may judge of the intellec- 
tual progrefs of man ^ and at the fame time 
ibrm fome conjefture refpefting that curious 
phsenomenon the diverfity of language. I 
allude to the natives of an ifland which they 
approached, who appeared to have no ar- 
ticulate founds^ but exprefled their wants 
and wifhes by certain feeble and monoto- 
nous cries. Let us reprefent thefe people 
to our minds as the infants of our race. 
Would not captain Cook and his people be, 
with refpeft to them, in a fimilar fituation 
to that in which you would be with refpeft 
to an infant of three months old ? The 
pnly means of communication muflrbe figns 
^d founds : and thefe, from the favage's ig- 
fiorance of focial life, would be vague and 
f nibigudus even to each other, and fre-r 
quently unintelligible to a ftrangeri for you 

•■'^ft^Cook's Voyages, by Foirfter, toI. ii. p. 458. 

win 
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will keep iri view that thefe people were, a9 
it appeared, ftrangers to all the arts of hu^ 
man life, and that even the accommodations 
of the moft favage ftate were appatrently 
unknown amongft them. Let us fuppofe 
that one or more of our countrymen had by 
chance.beeh left on this defolate fhore, and 
that the perfon fo left was not the leaft in-- 
ftruded of thofe from whom he had been fe- 
parated/ Would it not follow that for 
fome time, and that a very confiderable one, 
he would experience much more difficulty 
in his intercourse with the natives around 
him, than you would with ^n infant ? The 
reafon is . obvious : becaufe the figns and 
founds within the ftranger's reach.would be 
more complicated than are neceffary for the 
fimple wants of the infant. W i th attention, 
even you, or a girl much younger than your- 
felf, would foon learn to diftinguifh, in the 
infant committed to your care> the cry of 
pain, of hunger, or of wearinefs, from that 
of anger and imfJatience. But the infant oi 
nature and the itfdnt of loc^l circumftances 
' 8 ^ are 
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am widely diffisrent. The moft untutored 
fflvage is a philofopher compaiisd with a 
child of a few months old : his exiflencft has 
depended on more than fimplfs perceptions i 
cert^m faculties of his mind muft have been 
eicpanded in the courfe of felf-prefervatidn» 
and experience and judgment have been 
employed by him in providing for his daily 
neceiTities. Thefe powers are not un&lded 
in the firft ftage of human exiftence. Our 
exile confequendy would for a time find it 
impofiible to underftand all th? varied figns 
iuid ambiguous founds of a rational and r^ 
fleeting creature^ however reppeflfed i|id 
eirciunfcribed the powers of his mind 
might be^ from the limited fources of his 
knowledge. The poor favage's difficulties 
with the ftranger would be ftiU more rnani-* 
fMi for he would utter founds and exhi^ 
bit figns totally incomprehenfible to their 
limplem inda. The remedy for thefe com^ 
moA evils would, in lime^ be found i^ 
the iniitaiive faculty which it has pleafed 
the great author of our being to bellow on 

man: 



tnan : and as the infant learns of its nurfe 
ta fpeaki fo wouid thefe ignorant iflaiiders 
learn Kr calk with the flranger. 

We yiriil now ibppofe that ihty have 
acquifed a langui^^ howevet imperfe£tv 
and a more accurate idea of tho advantages 
of articulate founds. Their inftrador quits 
thenL Tbej iiifenfibly recur to their 
acGuftamed fouixi5> the hew pronunciatioa 
becomes vitiated^ ^they combine found with 
we^rds^ thej add to or they dimimfli their 
acquired ft6ck i and in a courfe <^ years 
a language peculiar to this people is efta-^ 
bliflied, and wbkh would be umacelHgibte 
to their friendly ii^ruAor. 

Thtis arifcs a diverfity of tddguesy whish 
are enriched and fafflikmed by the cdnmiuM 
nications between mail and hi* feUoW man. 

m 

Our ifland^s have now a language j arid to 

ikk» laiigt^agp they have affixed commoii 

arid appropriate ideas. Let us r^tuni^ my 

Eltza^ frdjfi this epifode to ttty nletiephor of 

the nHn&. We will foppofe that the work 

of intelle^hial' improvement is now begui^ 

and 
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and that it cannot ftop ; the intervening eartii 
is cleared away, and the. vivid ore appears 
in all direftions. The labourers, now arr 
range, feleft -, ^and method and order regu- 
late them. The fixed rules of the gramma^ 
rian, it may be fuppofed, are not yet efta"-. 
blilhed i but they vary and multiply their 
expreflions^ and imagination embelliflies and 
gives energy to their words, to meet the 
vigorous idea: but thefe are ftill too flow, 
and inequate to the thought; it either eludes 
the progrefs, or Janguilhes beneath the 
burthen of common language. They now 
turn to heaven^ to earthy to things animate 
and inanimate, in order to clothe their 
thoughts. Comparifon follows: '^Anian 
is as ftrong as a lion." " A woman is as 
induftrious as a bee." 

The image once received, the allufioit 
becomes fignificant and eafyj and the tedi- 
ous detail of the man's courage, and the 
woman's induftry, is fpared. No fooner 
does this- figure become familiar, than they 
advance another ftep ... Metaphor fpringi 

from 
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from comparifon : " The ftroAg man is a- 
lion." "ThjB cunning man a fox." *'God 
is a rock." "Hope, an anchor," &c. The 
mind with facility aflfimilates the idea and, 
the image; it only alks for fome corre- 
Ipondence and relation, to unite the objeft 
to the borrowed figure which reprefents. 
it* 

From the metaphor arifes the allegory^ 
which is a continuation of metaphors ap* 
plied to fome regular defign, and fupported 
by aftion, events - and characters. Fables 
are of this fort. The cunning man, under 
the figure of a fox, addreffes a flattering; 
difcourfe to the unfufpeding and credulous 
cock, in order to deceive liim : he fucceeds, 
and the viftim, betrayed by his vanity and 
credulity, falls a prey to his evil defigns. 
In thisTpecies of allegory, the moral is fome- 
times put into the mouth of the aftors, at 
another deduced from it. The beautiful 
parables of our divine matter, that of Nathan 

to his guilty monarch, exhibit this mode of 

•• • ■ . . • . * * - 

compofition under another ufeful point of 

view. 
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fie#. Ks f^tetarf Uifdni tHch Ihe h«irC, 
«hd^f circ§ilifl:ine«s which #6ifld t-elrider d^ 
ftrr«re ^ tlrtdifgmfed fe^tobfs of tmth 
h^ditixii to tli€ ofiF&nd^r^ and dai1gefo«« t^ 
the friendlj^ voice that fpoke the*rti. 

Thiii Alfegory is Mt oAly the hdfldftiJi 
«f Wifdom ind Ptudtnc^, but i!fb the aefen- 
dant grace on Inftruftion ; and attiring her- 
leflf in the fefcinatihg robe of Aifiuleiiteht, 
flMf f6licite Ciifiofit^ to admit the pl^Rtig 
piefi J and in its gratification coliviys t6 
the mind a folid ind ufi?ful gb6d. 

"I^ou hav^ in your account pr^VenleA rSf 
©bifervatroris 6n Mirzah, and I am fttte y6tt 
"Wltl fecerve great pleafure from t^e pdrufaf 
of many altegoi'tes with \frhich we have been 
hvdxired by our brift writers. You will fed^ 
the different vehicles they ufe, and with 
what ^ccefs they have been employed. . 
Yovt trill find trope?s, or figures^ imder 
itiittf fn6re definitions, iri the little Work I 
ihclofe With this letter. We ^ill endea- 
vour to familiarize ourfelves at leaft with 
the examples it afibrdS ust I'ou Will bdftif- 
9 prifed 
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prifed thjit i mean to content myfelf with 
fome drawn from your unftudied modes of 
exprellion ; for nature has already^ my dear 
Eliza, made you a tolerable proficient in 
rhetorical flights y by giving you an imagina- 
tion which needs no fpur. "You are as 
cold as ice," '^ Mrs. Beaumont is Goodnefs 
perfonified •/' and fpeaking the other day of 
Mrs. Siddons*s exquilite performance of Lady 
Macbeth, and the imprcflive manner in which 
ifae appealed to the human bofom> you 
laid ''The whole houfe was appalled j a 
momentary ftillnefs like death fucceeded, 
and was followed by one burft of nature's 
abhorrence of murder and perfidy." I refer 
you to the little work I fend you for the 
place which fuch language holds in com* 
pofition or difcourfe. It is now time that 
you fhould underfland its value and beauty* 
Thus, for example, *' The fields laugh and 
fing." Does not this trope beautifully 
exprefs the fruitfulnefs of the crop, and the 
cheerfiilnefs of the feafon ? In my opinion^ 
no particular relation in the beft chofen and 
mod: poetical words could have produced 

. VOL. III. c {o 
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fo happy flft eSeft. How mtny fuch et-» 
ainptes might be drawn from the fame fub<^ 
limft writeri and from a volume ^' beyoiid 
all price!" 

The fubjeft of this letter has peiiia|>$ kd 
me into a faulty which it is peculiarly need- 
ful 6>t you to fliun* The imaginatioo re^* 
quires manj^emenit ; and the falfe brUMani 
in coinpofition, of which your grandfather 
was peaking the other day to doftor MaDf-* 
fieldj includes in it a redundancy and tn}U(U« 
ciou^ uie of rhetorical figures. I had how^ 
ever my deiign^ as this letter related to yoiA i 
and if that be anfwered, I will bow fub-* 
miffively to the pruning cnticifm of your 
excellent preceptor ... I hs^e added to my 
letter two little pieces which may aioufe 
you: they were written fome years a|^» 
and addrefled to a youth of your age* Yow 
will do weU to read them to your grand* 
Either : his correAions will render them ufe^* 
iul. Heaven hkfs my child 1 

A. PALM^RSTOKl. 
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dirAiJiAAf Wfe the fon of N^ipfc^t isshd 
F^finti. Thd eortdki^m of his parents Wli 
Aunfbfe*, dim dedte^ wi^re few: amxmgft 
fhele, th^ moft power ftit itas fteir wifh t6 
Ifee* Obadiah virtnofcte, afrd contem*d m 'thiit 
retreaf whenfe fh^y thcnifdvefs had fourid art 
afylum ifrom * world iit ^hkh they hid 
heett betrayed, aftd from t^hitfi they hef* 
faw isi frfre a reftrge for tlte 1i«*6t:*Ml df 
fh^ foft ats it had proved to tfe^ir o*#tt-. 
The habitation of Nslpfeor #as w^l (:ricti* 
Ikted to anfwer their purpofes of pru^e?fi€ei 
affd the predirtg rteteffirie^ df that hot^ 
whidh had ftnft cortdu(^d fftttrtl to i-* i fof It 

was almoflr iftiaeceiftble ta hamtcn fooeffepd.- 

fc flood at the bafe of a ffirpettdwis' efcritt 

of rocks, thrown by th^hanrf aftitttti^ iw*» 

a fweeping and bohJ amphithedtricaf fort*j ; 

to the ejctremitiw of which feem^d IStt^ed 
the foirrce and the motith of a r'api<f river; 
Mich inclofei rfte^ dwdling of Pfephof,- ffld 
gave ferrifity to the narrov^ botirfd^ry of 
forf, frttnt which, with labour, he obfainiid 

a fcanty 
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a fcanty harveft. The indefatigable Naphor 
fupplied this deficiency from the abundant 
treafures of the ftream, which not only 
fumifhed his fimple board with plenty, but 
alfo delicacies which thefe children of nature 
eftimated only by their ufefulnefs. Naphor 
had carefully turned to profit a fmall boat, 
in which he had once found fafety and 
reached his prelent Ihelter. At ftated times 
he repaired to a large town on the oppofite 
fide of the river ; but which was too remote 
to be feen, and .by much too diftant to be 
feared. He never entered it; but, after 
exchanging his commodity for neceflaries 
which contributed to the comforts of his 
beloved Fatima and his child, returned 
home, without having any other communi- 
cation than with a man who found his own 
advantage in his fidelity. 

During thefe ftated intervals of abfence 
the a£tive and induftrious Obadiah was 
employed in the cultivation of a little garden, 
together with a field of rice and other pulfe, 
and which loft nothing of their produce 

under 
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under the diligent eye of Obadiah. The 
rifing fun was welcomed by his cheerful 
voice, and its laft parting ray often funk 
beneath the horizon unnoticed, till he was 
fummoned to the evening repaft. Thus 
pafled the firft feafon of youth with the 
contented Obadiah ; his heart the abode of 
innocence, and his hours winged by peace. 
The death of his mother was the firft forrow 
he knew, and he bewailed her lofs with 
that bitternefs which the ingenuous artd 
inexperienced heart feels under the un- 
looked-for and unfufpefted trials of its 
ftrengtb. The refigned and pious Naphor, -^ 
better prepared, bowed in meek fubmiffion 
to a ftroke that threatened to annihilate the 
remaining comforts of his life : with a firm 
confidence he fought confolation in hopes 
which condufted him beyond the grave of 
his lamented Fatima, and the profped: of a 
reunion foftened the pangs of feparation. 
He tenderly ftrove to confole the afflifted 
Obadiah, but failed in his efforts ; and with 
regret he beheld him daily a prey to dejec- 
tion 



tiop and imarailing grief, Butj a}a« ! h^ 
knew not that th^ forrow pf hij^ fon lud fpr 
its fource % cay£$ far removed froixx th^ pn^ 
Jie flxove to mitigate, whilft it ^nd?ar^ him 
to his heart. 

DifpQnt^nt bropd^ in the mind of Qba.^ 
4iah ; he pafled hjs dayi ip repining, aod hi3 
Ffpofe wa^ broken ^nd reftlefs, To evade 
fei$ fether's piog^ ^j^boff^ignp he paflfed 

lioyrs by Hi^ mother's grave, regarding his 
Kguftomed occiipatippfi with difguft, and hi^ 

ufyal labour a$infupporta.bletQii. ^^ WhatT* 
fftid he fretfully, '^ always this ftubborn foiU 
always thefe ragged and defplate paths} 
X>pes Jife afford nothing tp the miferahJe 
Obadiahj but the harafling concern pf prp» 
yiding a fcanty fuftCTanc© for an ejciftwce 
that he neither fojigited nor enjoys? \% 
there nothing in thi* world for the chlU 
dren of mortality but labour and a grave ? 
Surely I am the viftim of an ufurped au-» 
thority ! the paflive flave of timidity, and 
of the eo|d caution of one who^ having 
outlived enjoyment himfelf, believes that I 

have 
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liave no right to the plea&res or the purfmcs 
qf youth V* 

Obadiah at length importuned his &ther 
to give up to him the chargfe of ooodu&isg 
the boat. He had hithercb gratcCally ac-* 
koowledged the goodxiefs and mliiom whidi 
hid ipared him the fatigue and peril of the 
untried navigation: but now> neither the 
obedience nor the afie^on of a child wiu 
leady to meet the gentle though fimi dienial 
of Naphor. Obadiah murmuned ... he ex-^ 
poftuiated . . • and finiflied by fullen fifence* 
The good father iaw the pertinacity of his 
ion -with (brrow. 

^^ Thou knoweil: not,'' faid he to him with 
mildnefs, ^' the nature of that boon which 
thou haft demanded fo urgently, nor that the 
regret which has followed my nefufal tends to 
ingratitude. The voyage that thou fo fondly 
coveteft is intricate and dangerous. Thou 
knoweft not the courfe into which thy fragile 
bark may be forced, amidft tremendous 
billows and a boifterous element ; no pilot 
hath hitherto been foimd, who with unerri- 

ing 
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mg judgment hath been able to mark the 
devious way. The moft ikilful navigator, 
and the ftouteft veflel, fhare in the common 
peril J and few, indeed, are the number who 
reach the deftined haven without lofs and 
trouble j whilft the viftims of its fury, and 
the dupes of its treachery, are innumerable. 
I have, in my acquired knowledge of this 
adventurous courfe, paid a price which thou 
art unable to eftimate ; and, experienced as 
I am, I dare not truft to my own wifdom 
or prudence. I know that my vigilance is 
in conftant danger, of being furprifed -^ and 
that my wifdom is folly, unaided by our. 
great prophet. Be not, therefore, proud of 
thy ftrength and vigour j tryft not to thy 
couragi^ and addref3. Alas ! my fop, in 
the voyage upon which thou fo ardently 
defireft to venture, thefe advantage3 re-r 
femble the glofly furface of the untroubled 
waters, and, like them, fmile but to betray^ 
*' Be thankfiil for thy prefent fecurity. 
iUlahi in his own time, will call upon thee 
for thy deftined duties j at prefent it is His 

mercifyl 
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merciful will that thou remain berey in 
peace." The boat was ready, and Naphor 
departed, 

Obadiah, troubled but not convinced, 
now liftlefsly turned his reluAant fteps to the 
little garden, which languifhed for its maf-*' 
ter's wonted care, Difcontented and dif-* 
pleafed, he found the invigorating beams of 
the morning fun oppreffive, and with fretful 
impatience threw himfelf under the (hade 
of a fpreading palm-tree, ^d covered hi$ 
face with hi* robe, 

A deep fleep pervaded his fenfes j and left 
the outftretched and paflive Obadiah no 
other evidences of exiftence than thofe 
which fancy fabricated from the materials 
which ihe foynd in his difturbed mind • • . , 
He thought that he had availed himfelf of 
his fether's abfence to efFeft his efcape from 
the cottage, by climbing the rocks which 
furrounded it. In his waking reveries 
Obadiah had frequently meditated on this 
projeft, but had as conftantly found it 
oppofed by the apparent imprafticability of 

the 
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die undertaking, from the ftupendous height 
of the rocks^ and the iblid uniform texture 
of their flinty fides. He now, however, 
found nothing to impede his progress, but 
was wafted with airy velocity to the oppofits 
fide. The exultation of Obadiah was fiiort : 
he found himfelf on a naked and defolate 
plain, ** where meagre famine fat in folitary 
ftate i" — and difcomforted and diiappointsed 
he turned with anguifti to furvey the paths 
that led to the rocks he had left. He gazed 
in ftupid wonder s for, far as his eyes could 
ftretch, he beheld around the fam^ flat and 
arid face of nature. He lamented his folly 
in all the wild expreflions of dcfpair, and, 
finking to the earth, gave himfelf up, as he 
thought, to inevitable deftruftion. A mo- 
mentary forgetfulnefs was fucceeded by new 
ponders. On awaking from this ftupor, 
he faw around him a paradife fimilar to the 
promifed abode of the faithful. All that 
the moft elaborate fancy can paint, or defire 
covet, was Ipread with profufion before the 
enchanted fenfes of Obaidiah. As he flood 

contemplating 
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contwiplating with delight the beauteous 
fcene, he was fuddenly (truck by hearing 
his name in gentle accents repeatedly called i 
and, on turning himfelf to the found, he 
found near him a group of young females, 
fair as the houris of that paradife of which 
be now thought himfelf an inhabitant. They 
welcomed him in the fweeteft accents to 
his new abode, and with courtefy offered 
to conduft him to the palace of their fo- 
vereign. 

The willing Obadiah followed their light 
footfteps with prompt obedience, praifing 
Mahomet for his lingular favour; His 
beautiful guides led him to a magnificent 
ftrufture, in which art and the riches of 
worlds had apparently united their powers 
to furnifh its fplendid decorations. A fopha 
of down received the palfive Obadiah, 
whilft a bath of perfumed water was haftily 
prepared for his ufe -, robes of the richeft 
texture met his ready hand; and a crowd of 
obfequious flaves, with eager folicitude, 
ferved in filence around him, A banquet, 

prepared 
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prepared by the hand of luxury, invited his 
appetite ; whilft the foft and fwelling har- 
mony of more than mortal founds enwrapped 
thefoulof Obadiah in its fafcinating ecftafy. 
At length an impulfe of curiofity recalled 
him to the wonderful circumftances of his 
happy fituationj and encouraged by the 
kindnefs of his companions at the banquet, 
he ventured to afk the caufe of a reception 
fo .flattering and fo unexpefted. f* I am 
iinconfcious/' faid Obadiah, *' of the vifit of 
the angel of Death : tell me by what means 
I have been thus tranflated to the abode of 
the faithful/' His gay auditors, laughing, 
aiTured him that he was ftill an inhabitant 
of a much lower region : " But, under the 
gentle fway of Tleajurey* added they, *' thou 
wilt foon forget Mahomet and his fancied 
paradife. The welcome which thou haft 
received,** continued the}', '^ is the common 
one that our indulgent miftrefs gives to all 
who leek her favour. Thou haft efcaped 
from the rocks of Reftmint, thou haft boldly 
ihaken off the fhackles of Labour, and the 

bondage 
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bondage of cold-hearted Age and rigid 
Prudence • . . Drink of this cup, and forget 
thy pafl toils and abject humiliation." Oba- 
diah feized the fparkling goblet with avidity: 
he drank deeply, and in an inftant every 
paft tranfadlion of his life was effaced from 
his memory;. 

Elevated with new hopes, and impelled 
by new delires, he now, with joyous alacrity; 
followed his new guides to the throne of the 
goddefs. She received him with fmiles 
and blandifhments ; and, after liflening with 
complacency to his declaration of future al- 
legiance, difmiffed him, by bidding him not 
to fear a power whofe laws were to render 
man free and happy . . . On retiring from the 
prefence of the goddefs, Obadiah afked who 
were the three perfons whom he had ob- 
ferved crouched behind the throne, appa<- 
rently with the intention of being concealed 
from all eyes. " Are they," faid Obadiah, 
*' offenders ? for they were covered to the 
girdle with an impenetrable black veil, and 
appeared to me unfit objefts for a temple fo 

gay 



80 

gtj and brilliint***— «« Wift kt\0w Uttlt oC 
them/* zhfwertd one df the jocund gitnip. 
** We have, indeed, heard, thaf , foiiie time 
fince, fome ft rangers vifi ted this happy C6(irt* 
tryy and ftill continue to do fo from time to 
time : but, as they always refufe the cud 
tomary tribute, and difcover a contempt of 
ofif lafws, they are ahvays rgnomrniotifly 
baniflied ; notwithftanding they plead in 
their excufe the commands of an antrent 
oracle, which warns them to P^fafe our laws> 
tnd to defpife our forereign. It may bcr, 
that thofe whottt thou haft noticed bdong 
to thefe fevere a:nd infolent travellers ,' and 
that, as thoti haft furmiftd, they are doing 
penance for their contumeliotts condtrcft. 
But, were curiofity or inquiry not forbrddeA 
to thefbbfjefts of Pleafufe, nhemyfterywfticlfi 
fa^ngs about thefe perfons might excite a 
liefire of knowing their pecuKar deftiAation 
md offieje j for they appear to be atmched to 
the goddefs by an itrerocaM*6 detree of fate, 
and wiierever fhe morer they follow mtk 
tmwwried ftepsf. . . -•. and concealed, ^^ Aon 

faWeft 
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ikweft them .... But the precious moments^'' 
added the fpeaker^ <^ are escaping us • • • . les 
m enjoy them." 

Obadiah wanted ik> incltemefita-— he re* 
turned to the cup of forgetfulnefs, and in 
noify revelry indulgedj uncontrolled, in hia 
imagioary felicity* • • • • At length he dsScO^ 
Tered that the wine bad loft its flavour and 
its fubduing power • . . • He redoubled fail 
draught,, and thought it even naufeous • . • » 
his di%uiled palate refufed it • • • . and he 
pufhed the gobleit from him • • • The goddela 
frowned • . • » ihe tiurned away her face^ ^d 
fled with ptecipttatioA fronai her terrified 
votary. Witli bafty fteps Obadiah followed 
her^ in order co £ue fbc pardoo* • • He traced 
her footfteps dttfough adl the tntricades et 
the palace^ and the aidjoimng graves « • « • • She 
ftill flEd . • • and wkh impetuous fpecd Obft* 

diah purfued !& her ni|ud flight fits 

dropped the mafk whidi bore the fembkosce 
ef youthful beaajty^ and, foddenly ttcrning 
OAv the panting Obadiah, exhibited an afpaft 
whkh fti&ned. htxn into palpitating hocTDn 
6 As 
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As he gazed on the hideous phantom, it 
melted into air -, and Obadiah, calling down 
his aching eyes, perceived the beauteous 
mafk of the goddefs lymg at his feet. He 
Ipurned it from him with indignation, 
exclaiming, " Is this, then, the objeft 
of my fenfelefs worfhip ? Is this painted 
pageant the idol to which I have bowed ?" 
He ftooped to take in his hand the evidence 
of his folly and credulity : but, on reaching 
forth his hand, it crumbled to duft, and 
thus eluded his examination. 

Before he could recover from this new 
furprife, he was rudely grafped by fbme one 
behind him ; and turning haftily to fee his 
ailailant, he difcovered the three unknown 
perfonages who had fo much excited his 
curiofity. A fudden awe and dread ieized 
his fpirits, and he flood confounded and 
trembling before them. They were no 
longer veiled ; but looked like emaciated 
fpedres, and were bending with age and 
decrepitude. With palfied hands they 
threw around him fome flight ' bands, and, 

each 
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^ch holding a part^ were on the point oif 
leading him from the ipot on which he 
flood. 

. Obadiah, difdaining foes fo feeble^ and 
bluihing at a paflivenefs which his furprife 
had occafioned, now, with a fmile of fcorn, 
attempted to free himfelf from fuch impo- 
tent fhackles. But chains of adamantine 

< 

ftrength could not more efFeftually have re- 
tained their prifoner. Obadiah felt himfelf 
controlled by a power which was too mighty 
tp be contended with. "Thou findeft/* faid 
oneof theperfons, "that thy efforts are vain : 
— and yet, Obadiah, thou hafl broken with 
eafe each of thefe bonds, many times, when 
fmgly applied in order to check thy mad 
career. But know^ unhappy man, that Con^ 
fcience \% not to be foiled in her purpofe. 
The opiate of Pleafure's deadly cup may 
lull her voice to temporary repofe i but fhe 
rifes with redoubled force from her lethargic 
flumbers ^ and now brings me, her minifler, 
RemorfeyXo feize my prey* . . . Here,'* cried 
he with a flern and hollow voice, " is my 
VOL. III. 1^ mandat€( 
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mandate— read thy condemiiattidn !" ^t^' 
diah caft his eye's 6ti did open fcroft btfate 
him, and faw thefe words: 

" Thbu haft, Obadiah, rtiicJfyatid fobl- 
ilhly ^urfued Plea/ure. Thoti ferfff dJfcoYer^d 
hfeV deceitfulnefs, anrf flie abjiiretH the6 ftfr 
ever, and now configrieth thee to the flfiaifef s 
of her power and dominion^ Froftt thiJ ' 
dertiny thou haft ho appeal i for thus hath it 
been ordained by a decree tof which alf 
created beiiigs bend with awful fubmimbh. 
But knbw, weak man ! that thoii waft tligif * 
captive before thoii faweft the dkitem^nfe 
of Pleafure. they KaVe beeli thy tihAlf- 
pelted companions arid fecret ittmat^^, ^ 
from the hour in which thy flckly hdii^t 
turned away frdm labdur, cdmpetehce, iM 
tranquillity ; ^nd th^ir arm hath beeri ftl-etcfi- ^ 
ed out to feize thefe, frbtti thd iriftant tHic 
thou forgbt thfe duty of a lbfi> arid feft iVtf 
father in his ofd age to fink with forklW to 
his grave/' 

Obadiah litteted a defep gfoih-^remem- 
branc'e, like the forked ahd vivid l}ghtn&ig> 

butft 
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buift on hSA memtsik ^Ye.^Remdrfi with 
gkaft)^ finllef prefeated a fmall mirrar • . . « • 
<* Thi%'* cried be with exultii^ fcorny " this 
alfats mine, to iiiaw thee what thou art !''^ 
Griaadiah inftinftlvely turned his hitherto 
averted eyes, and beheld aaim^^e re8e<5):ed 
wUch appalled him-r-r]t was tadeed Obadtah 
• • • but how unli)&e the vigorous and blooms 
iDg fbfl of Naphor ! H;i;s countenance hqw 
bofe the ^e^dly hue of psIUd difeaf^ . . • .his| 
eyes wei^ funk.«».h^s limbs feeble and 
Ihrualc .... and his body fwoUen and drop* 
iical....yshe^ b^re. ,. .his fandals q14 
and u&Ief^ . . • • and a dixty^ tattered rob§ 

kung OA his fheuldfBrs ^' Th^fe are my 

trappiogs/' faid a fecond of the terrifying 
guards of Obadiah, laying upon him a haa^ 
as cold as an icicle : '^ the children q( Penury 
know nothing of the gorgeous apparel Qr 
iiunptuom provifion of the goddefs th^t 
ttkou haft worihipped. But 1 am not always 
the (^xjurate parent which thou findeft m?, 
Obadiah . • . .thy m^adies are not in the 
number of my gifts* Cold and nakednefs 

make 
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make not fuch viflkns for deaths as riot and 
inteipperance. Thou muft now follow me. 
Con/cience hadi awakened thee, Rmorfe wiD 
be thy future companion, and Penury will 
confign thee to thy grave.", . . '* No,*' ex- 
claimed the indignant Obadiah, ^^no! I 
will ieek in repentance, and a renewed heart, 
for help to fave me from thy power. Shame 
and remorfe are the portion of thole without 
hope. I bow to their chaftenings, and blefs 
their probing hand : but whjlft they ftrike 
they heal j and Repentance will ftill conduft 

my erring feet to the throne of Allah 

But thou, infidious foe to man ! fubduefl: 
thofe powers which are given to him for his 
defence ; and whilft thou unnerveft his' 
hand for the labour which would proteA 
him from thy hard authority, thou hardened: 
his heart to works of deadly mifchief . . . . I 

difclaim thy power ! Shackled as 1 am, 

thefe arms fhall break thy bonds; for I will 
ftill live, and eat the bread of induftry." 
The fpeftre, coUefted, threw, her meagre 
arms around Obadiah, . . . He ftruggled to 

free 
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free himfelf from her. direful embrace .... 
his efforts biirft afunder the bonds of fle^p 
. . • • and he heard his father's voice loudly 
and repeatedly calling his name. But a 
lethargic ftupor ftill fufpended the faculties 
of Obadiah, and he was unable to anfwen 

His fether, on returning from his litde 
voyage, found the provifions which he had 
lefc, untafted, and his fon abfent. He 
fought him with alarm; for the darknefs of 
night began to oyerfhadow the earth : and 
ie at length difcovered him by the white- 
nefs of his veft, faint, and almoft Ufelefs, 
ynder the palm-tree. With tender hafte he 
adminiftered a cordial, and conveyed him to 
the fopha. . , . Obadiah, paffively receiving 
his parental cares, gazed on his face, and 
with mute aftoniihment furveyed every ob- 
jeft which met his inquiring eye. , 

Naphor took his hand. " My fon 1 '* cried 
he, " fpeak to thy father : rielieve him, if it 
be poflible, from the fears which now oppr<;fs 
him.", . . . Obadiah burft into tears, ^an^, 
throwing himfelf at Naphor's feet, faintly 

uttered, 
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uttertA, '' Haivel Riilm fadnr ? tor<doI AHl 

>(^it!h gmtle ^oothiings bdba^ khn <e take 
Co^M refircfftimeAt ; and ObaAiah recoveied 

He ncfw recoimtdd to his attentolvB -ialtbier 

%he viiiofn of fhe day ^ and with ingennous 

homWity conftSed his ptfft difoomtems ^md 

repining ingratitude ; imploring his :pardeiii, 

and alfuring him that hb had beeli taught 

m 

wtfdom by his -eventful 'dreami; ^hick he 
fliould ^ways confider as 'the particuUlr 
fevour and interpofition of the Sreat Pro- 
phet *^ We will not/' £ud "Naifhor, 

^^ lofe the iitftfiiSaon of tiris hour in con- 
jfcdiifes begrond our readh. It is lencnigh 
for us to know that Allah reigneth, <and 
that the creattu^es of his power are the 
©bjefta of his providential cape. We know 
not the inftruments of his unerritig will; 
= — but we know that he ^employs none -by 
*which the happinefe of hiscmatUFes is not 
ultimately adva^eied. Regard the leilbn of 
-this day ^ an^.^f his gfacious^pui^pofes, 

and 
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^P* tMs^oq4j;iefs. Let it ferye to cprjetjt 
^e ^mi^takes to .which thy youth and jnex- 
jperiewe fu^e;.e?pofed . Thy .4ream, v;iy fipi^ 
4s pp f^ble. Believe thy father, itscajpyr- 
juigs are drawn frpm tjiat woi;ld whic^i^thqp 
;art fo impatient to epcoi^nter. Thy father, 
Pbajliah, .hath b^^n deluded hyPle^fure. 
JE^e hath.been betrayed by Hypqcrify . . • in- 
/ylted,by Pride , . in^poveriftied by Injuftice 
... . ^d?abapdon^d by pretended .friends. . . 
,Qqe preciqus blefling ft ill :w^s left me !*' 
<^d^ Naphor deeply fighing : " with that, 
^d my in^egtity, I fought peace in this re- 
,p;eat»— ^ut ,1 ^ill not deceive thee, my fpn. 
j^midft guije ^d the corrupting. influence of 
a3^amj)le, thoupi^ghtell to.fee.my weaknefs. 
J[ j>rcferred,greatnefs to independence. My 
friends y(exe felefted from the .votaries of 
Pl^fure, rather than feduloufly fought for 
amongft the modeft and retiripg children of 
.Virtue . . J laughed at the prudence of Age, 
;5ind, confiding in my ftrength, became an 
,e^fy.prey,to the defigning. 

'' But 
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*^ But this world, cncompafled as it may 
be with danger and difEculty to thee^ is the 
theatre on which thou art deftined to aft 
thy part i nor is it the intention of Naphar 
to counteraft the will of iUlah^ even by an 
impotent wifh • . . Go, and aft thy part 
wifely . . . Thou mayft find goodnefs and 
fafety ; but thou muft be good, and thy de- 
fires moderate, if thou meaneft to tread in 
the paths of fecurity. Go, my fon, and the 
bleffing of Allah be thy portion ! Bu( mar- 
vel not if I predift that thou wilt again 
feelc the face of thy father in this abode 
of repofe and fafety . . . Thou mayft feek 
it in vain ; for the angel of Death may have 
reunited me to my beloved Fatima, . . Ap- 
proach not our grave with unhallowed feet: 
bring to it thy innocence, thy ingenuous 
nature, thy piety towards the great Allah, 
or fhun it; for thou wilt diflurb the afhes 
of thofe who gave thee life." 

" Yes," exclaimed Obadiah with emo- 
tion," I will beware ; for I will never hazard 
an experiment which may render me un- 
worthy 
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worthy of partaking, -with the authors of my 
being,, of the fame honoured grave, and of 
the joyful hopes with which they met it . • , 
Never will I quit thy protecting fide • • Never 
will I abandon my father in his declining age 
. • • • nor forget the hand which fuftained my 
infant weaknefs." 

" Son of my Fatima ! " faid the fubdued 
Naphor, finking into the arms of Obadiah> 
*' living and . perfeft image of her fidelily 
and love ! — we will not be feparated . • • • 
Thy father Ihall flill guid^ thy fleps • • . We 
will prepare for the voyage, and encounter 
its perils together. Tljy ftrength and vigour 
ihall fupport my weaknefs, and my experi- 
ence ihall be thy fafeguard. Thou fhak 
live to adore the wifdom and goodnels which 
have thus provided for the fafety and com- 
fort of man j and thy children ihall recom- 
penfe thy filial love.'' 

Thus faying, each retired to his quiet, re- 
pofe ; and the renewed peace of Obadiah 
^as undiflurbed. 
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AN 

ALLEGORICAL TALE. 

Ha-mbt was the child. of AJbunctenqe, he 
was nurfed 'On the Jcaees vf i.^j»yj his 
attendants were the fervile raiitd :tFeaibUng 
flaves of his ungovernedandcdpriciAUS wiU^ 
^nd his guides, the debafmg And rfijivo- 
lom dependants of Pleafure. Jrhe fij^ul^ 
beauty of his perfon, the grace and vigour 
^ich dignified his youA, encouraged in h^^ 
-mind a contemptuous ^fcorn towards his? 
inferiors; and from the elevation of |iis 
rank he looked down with fenfelefs pride 
on all whom he arrogantly thQUgh.t benejith 
him. His furroundihg parafites addreOed 
'him by the fuperb title of '^ the [Favourite 
-of Mahometi*' and Blamet doubted not 
but that he had an unqueftionable right to 
this high appellation, and to the privileged 

annexed 
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^annexed to lits ^sAd of theie porwer was the 

At'theage of fevGMfteen he was the «n- 
controlled iHstfter ^f iiimfelf, and ^of his 
Other's immenfe riches, Achmet, the :pa- 
rent of the young Hamet, had at his death 
powerful motives for leaving to his ion this 
^dangerous liberty, which were not only 
feeinioufly oppofed by the prudence of i^e, 
fcut alfo by avarice. But Achmet could not 
'forget the means by which he had ac- 
quired his large poffeflions, nor the dangers 
that he had with fo much anxious care feen 
fulpended over his devoted head. He well 
•knew that the witneffes o( his peculations, 
♦and the injured obje&s of his injuftice, 
waited only for the fuppoitt of power and 
influence to x;arry then* .complaints :to the 
ieet of the fultan, and :to find ample ven- 
:gBance in .his ruin. Achmet had long-fore- 
fecn that his rredit with his deipotic matter 
• was finking, and only .wanted this difcovery 
totally to annihilate it, and to overwhelm 
him in its falU With thefe fears brooding 

in 
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in his mind^ Achmet had for fome time 
retired from public obfervation. His 
fumptuous palace at Bagdad was quitted 
for a retreat at fome diftance from it, which 
was called " the Pavilion of the Seven 
Mountains.^' Its peculiar fituation gave 
this denomination to the houfe, which was 
built on the fide of one of feven mountains, 
that with fudden and irregular grandeur 
rofe from the bofom of a widely extended 
plain of barren afpeft ; and the vegetation 
of the mountains afforded nothing beyond 
pafture for the wild goats, and a refuge for 
a few fcattered and miferable peafants. 

In this feclufion from the world Achmet 
fought precarious fafety ; but the end of his 
greatnefs was hourly approaching, and his 
finking fpirits warned him that the enemy 
he had to encounter was not to be baffled 
or circumvented. Perfuaded of his fpeedy 
difiblution, he commanded his fon into his 
apartment, and ordered the flaves to with- 
draw. They obeyed, and Hamet remained 
by his dying father's couch. 

f' Thou 
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. " Thou feeft,? faid Achmet, «' the end 
of human greatnefs. The angel of death 
hovers over thy father, and may perhaps 
arreft the words I now wilh to utter. Liften 
to me with attention, and refpeft the coun- 
fel which means to provide for thy fafety. 
I leave to thee, Hamet, abundant wealth 
and numerous foes: but thy fecurity has 
been my vigilant care : the firft ftone of 
this edifice had for its objeft thy preferva- 
tion, and that of thy fortune. It is now 
time for me to unfold to thee the fecret of 
this retreat, and to account for that wifdom 
in the feleftion of this fpot, which has been 
called folly. Know then, that the bafe of 
the obelilk erefted in honour of the fultan 
is not what it appears to be. Jt is hollow, 
and conceals the entrance to a treafure more 
precious and more abundant than that 
which thou wilt publicly fucceed to as the 
heir of Achmet. In a fmall iron cofier 
depofited in the bafe thou will find a roll of 
vellum, on which is faithfully and exaftly 
delineated the paflage to the caverns be- 
neath ; 



o 
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iicath ; for thefe are intricate and perilous. 
On the morning^ preceding the anntrerfery 
of the day of thy birth, watch with ^fer* 
rant eye the firft ray of the fun that ftrikes 
on the obeKik j obferre the identical point 
when It touches the edge of the bafe. Pi-efi 
with thy hand that part, and the fecret fprin 
will yield, and difclofe to thee, with the in- 
ftruftions which thou wilt ftand in need o^ 
a place of refuge from thy enemies. Be 
grateful for thy father's provident care; thy 
afylum is prepared, thy wants are provided 
for, and the means of thy emancipation 
from the caverns will be with thee, when 
prudence warrants thy departure. Blefe 
the Great Prophet, who has fpared me from 
the bow-fl;ring for thy fake. Preferve thy 
fecret, and be wife.'" 

Achmet ceafed to fpeak and to breathe 
almoft at the fame inftant. 

Hamet retained in his memory his father's 
inftruftions to the concealed treafure, laugh- 
ed at his prediftions of danger, and fcom- 
ed enemies whom he knew not. He gave 

ord^s 
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WderS foff the flineiral obfequfes of Achmet ; 
m- whkh was difplayed more of oftentatious 
p^tiip than of filial forrow. A inagnificeiir 
irtdftjue and maufpleum were crafted inf 
konew of ** the noble and magnanimous 
ba(h^ Aehmet j'* and Hamet was fatisfied 
that he h^d feiflifally acquftted himfelf of 
all the duties 6f a fon. Convinced that a 
tifit to the caverns was unneceflary for the 
pfeknty he haftened to Bagdad, and refigned 
himfelf to the enjoyment of his fmiling for- 
tune, with ill the wild profufion of his in- 
ordinate wifhes. 

I^is palace and gardens became the won- 
der 6f Bagdad, and his feraglio the envy of 
the Eaft, Mifery and Want heard of " the 
favourite of Mahomet/' and preffed with 
plaintive cries around his gates. But their 
dofnplakits were, by the command of Hamer, 
anfwered by menaces and ftripes ; and the 
ihoft ferocrious and fturdy of his flaves were 
appointed to drive them, from the fight of 
theif mafter ; for Hamet*s heart was dead 
to pity, aiid his faftidious eyes turned with 
6 difgufl: 
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^fguA from the^fqualid wretchednefs oi 
age and ficknefs. Even the flaves of his 
houfehold, whofe years or countenances dif- 
pleafed hini> were banifhed from his pre- 
fences and difregarding the infirmities of 
that age> or their foFmer fer\aces, he left 
them to the rude labours impofed upon 
them by the vile inftruments of his powef- 

In the number of thefe degraded flaves 
were four who had enjoyed the favour and 
proteftion of his father* They had fuper- 
intended in his apartment, whilft yet , an 
infant. To their faithful tnift was his un- 
guarded youth configned, and with fidelity 
and attention they had endeavoured to 
check his headftrong pafliohs, and open his 
heart to the precepts of wifdom. The/ 
had followed his wayward fteps with gentle- 
fjefs and patience, and with addrefs and 
zeal promoted every indication of docility 
and attention. But Hamet found their 
honefty ofFenfive, and their fervices officious. 
They were banifhed from his . apartments^ 
and he fcarcely knew';. that diey lived in the 
8 crowd 



*9 

crowd of menial flaves, who were employed 
in the gardens. 

The new attendants who fucceeded to 
their polls not unfrequently envied them 
their degraded ftations> notwithftanding 
the. toil annexed to it. Thofe amongft 
them who could adminifter new pleafures 
to the palled fancy of Hamet, or fucceed in 
roufmg his fatiated apperite for the banquet, 
enjoyed an influence which nothing could 
withftand, but which hung on the caprice 
of the moment, and the fudden and unre-» 
lenting fury of their flave and tyrant. 

But " the Favourite of Mahomet " foon 
difcovered his powers limited, and his in- 
dulgences controlled, by an enemy that he 
did not expeft. His habitual indolence, the 
intemperance of his life, and the violence 
of his temper, foon manifefted their efFefti 
on his health. Sleep fled from his downy 
embroidered fopha; a feverifli heat throbbed 
in his veins j the debility of age fhook his 
palfied hands and the blooming^and vigorous 
Hamet became the declared viftim of ex- 

voir. III. E cefs 
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art of healings The phyfickns .^ Bdgdad 
;uid of the n^ighboiuiJig provinjoe^ faiJed in 
,^ver7 inean$ of i:dief jfof 'their miviifiowt 
patient ^ and the languid Han;^ difmified 
^m ^)th ^ycrulow complwt^ pf bis ^ 
j9|}poipi;];n^At, and conCfjpiptiicN^s mprotu^sos 
jfor }J[\eir ijgnQrwce. 

4l flavie^ th© feyourite -of $|)p i^pWt nov 
^p]j;p of a ftrangier, whofe woaderfui ftiU 
jIn Ai^dicii^, ^nd fMcoefs i^i f»mg th^ iick^ 
wjpre che converfation of ^j} Bugdad « and 
whofe wifdpcn an^ yr^wity ipoth^ aod 
ipoj^forted thojQs whom lie oouid not lave 
fr^^n dc^. The AaV'f ikw difpatehed -with 
^gl^ hjiftei tQ f^ tbb J9m0vol«tt and 
;fkiiflil pian^ i»n4 d^^ droopvig Hamet 
y?iited hi? afrjiyaj with r^oewflid hope and 
reftl^s iflipatipnc?- At teflgtfe a man vencr 
j^hlp in ag? ^9od b^fpF^ him: his eyes 
w^e piercing JWid int§llig^i^ t*he glow of 
liQalth animated his cheek, and j^ftowed 
digpity *o4 grao? on ^ ftowii^g Ibeard a^ 
^hicje a$ fhoyr. His ft»tur# W9d tall aod 

cojiupauding. 
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txmmwidkng^ las drdTs Chvpki^ tatd his 
inattinerb Igricre but cAtirfitoat. Hb fixed 
kis atcenctve efm im Rssoet, and hf^ Cbunte^ 
jMcnce funk iAto {xiienefs md dejeftibn* He 
c^pueftion^edhim. Aproftiimdfigihefcapeidhi^^ 
dft^fa&seyesbecAnieiM8i9lidw ^'Ifee/' Taiidtiaie 
teririflfed ^hd tremfelii^ Hanket, *< that I have 
iwthihg tX} hope."*^*' AHah fiirbidr' an^ 
ikfef^ tht ibahgerwkhimcreafiiigisniotUin: 
*^i tiruft that my €hd«av0«fls, aiid thyptrfcs 
vfeiitog prudencfe, Wifl fave thee. 8e of gofod 
4bui-{tgie. But my (ki^ h v^ain, isnters it Jtieit 
wtA d^c^ciUty. AbftAiti from thy ekcefes. 'For 
^i^ caufe art th^u vifited by (idatefs : diy 
Jht^phet chaiftehs theift) fof ttoU toft trwtf- 
gneifed his law. Seek Vfeh diligence thfe 
fprmg of Herfth: fo Ihall thy foul live, and 
tiiyferength be reneWfed/' Thegudfttel&f 
Hornet laughed aloiid without chfetk or coii- 
trol. The ftranger, with a fe^^iii and \itt- 
trotibtedct)untenancte,ga2ted attih6tA infilehce 
•^^^I perceive^** faid he with dignity, «^that 
ifcy advicfe ^Cdords ncft With the opinion of 
fhofe arduivd the^, I teate thee W decide in 

a mattei 
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a matter in which I at leaft have neither 
flattered thy weaknefs nor abufed thy ere* 
dulity/' '- Thus iayingi he flowly and majefti- 
cally quitted the apartment. Hamet^ im- 
prefled mth an nndefinable refpeft for a 
man who had not bowed before him, ot 
been awed by his grandeur, fretfqlly rer 
proved his friends for the levity and inde- 
corum of their behaviour, and bl^nied 4 
conduft which had, in the firft inilance, 
been encouraged by his approving fmile. 
He difmifled them with fullennefs, and in 
hafte recalled the unknown phyfician. 
With fomething like an apology for the 
incivility of his late reception, he entreated 
to be informed of thofe means by which he 
could find the fpring of Health. *^I have 
wealth wherewith to purchafe it," faid 
Haxpiet: **I have power to command it; 
flav^es in abundance to feek it 1 and friends 
who at the peril of their own lives will 
(encounter ^ny danger that may guard it/'— - 
" The zeal of thofe whom thou called thy 
friends,** replied with folemnity the un- 

known^ 
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known, "availeth thee nothing. ' Thy 
Wealth smd thy pOWet are ufelefs; thy 
fliives will fail ; no hand but thine own can 
reach it; from all befid^ it will recede. 
Thou muft feek it unaccompanied, un- 
attendedi or thy fearch will be futile. Be 
not deceived, Hamet/' continued he with 
awe-inipiring authority^ ^' thoU ^rt on the 
verge of the grave ; the angel of death waits 
only the awful mandate^ to ftrike thee to the 
duft. Go to thy pavilion of the Seven 
Mountains* lam permitted to tell thee, 
that the fpring of Health is on the fummit 
of one of thofe heights which furround thy 
retreat, and encircle thine abode. Go fear-* 
lefsly, and wait alone the interpofition and 
inilru(ftions of thy guardian angeL" Hamet> 
ftruck with terror at the folemn import of 
the ftranger's words, clofed his eycM with 
difmay and a fudden faintnefs. The attend^ 
ing flaves crowded to his fuccour, and in' 
that moment of officious zeal the ftranger 
diiappeared. Surprife inftantly followed his 
i«treat« Themoft diligent fearch enfued : 

he 
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)^ was tq be ;race4 ne^iher vx the ^venues 
qf th^ p^HtPi^f W>r in tte garc^n^i nqr ta l^ 
(pynd HI Bag^Ud* Haii\et was trwbled V^ 
coxUQUn^e4- ^^ 'Q^ves pronoiMKCQ4 the vjfr 
knowfi 9 n;^giciaiXy and w^r^f d their iK^jilkfr 
tq bey(^iie oyC^ijip.. Hia (^mp^njipns, l9fvj|£^ 
m th^r iuipierilitiofi^ a<4 called him ap 
ajr^f\4 ],tnpqftoir>. whp ha4 wUely {h^np«4 
the d^t^^^qa lpu& feace4« But ^af^et, wii4i 
ii)^ viual ^r^ance and infiated h^esy 
d^k^d ^ )fifi v^m min^d}. th?t h9 ws^ ^ 
%)je?ial in^gengw fen* bjf t^e ?ir($M t» 
warij hin» o| h|i$ dv^r,^ asK^ «^ F^fcrisfe* 
^ certaia iq^^M^ of av^i^g: it|, 2h;)4: ^ 
d^tfrq^xved tiQ feUaw implicM;^ d^ i&¥^9St 
11^^ %eii$^| advice ^: ^fjd&F^ ThSL 
pr^arqtiona foF tJ^e IhoFt J^\m9^e( gt 
tiapww MTowld hav^ fuftcfd for ^ «rc»p. of 
tgiu^ flHifl[iilw(ei>. for OM^ tot Wlepc*:. «tdEi5. 

(^ others, covld hftVie ^ycpsp^^cl H«p^: « 

an 
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utidBotc from/whiiidl in Hes^ pii(^ ofl&§ 

ftmigtii kcf: l^idd^hin^ fllrunH:.' For &}fti^ 
time; te bifita«A*; th€l^ id»tt o# be^ tl^ 
whhMC. ;i> fiingfa^fltfue 1^ mat upoii hifi^ ftnAf- 
htntP ttv die kubeHsHity of ail*kifiM«,' aiid^ hi< 
w^c lite Orte* The uvgeiri^ of his^ ddrt^ 
dit^iv Md diel defit-e^ of life' it MgfStt p^f^ 
vinled; and' Hannet^ dHmiilfed^ Ms sttteddftttl^ 

fyuta Ae pariKfm* HSi' hariii Mfas- pi^i-' 

pawd, th€f rkh «ttrpe«s i]^€jad^ for- bie^i^e** • 
poffTy lig&t and €«)nii»6dioui veftttiMt^ Usfb 
wittutti hir rMch^ and a- ]«|>aAPd^ choice aifd' 
vwiooK mtiMdl^ phti^^ i» ofd^. HaiD^- 
ftdtetd^ >oUdi<V«d fibirir dut^ue^ aart^^ ini^ 
tkay* le& hitti ttv the hopd ditft' thsy treret 
Mtdfefiv f<brthat:ititteprdtedidii<0f Mahow 
metx lie; Uxoiild: fiiid^ n ^ptiMiye^cHaMgeinrllis^. 
Smaxan.^ Nwi!> tx> thtf fcdkudip y^hitk' dd^ 
pwfied^ hiin^^ KMi€t w«ndeMd into tte 
didicibufirgardMc& ^^^cii^ erid^d&d^ the psriu 
lietu <m aflfe ficibs^v atid o£ nrldcte did higis^ 
woUk' ftrmod; ant iitlfarmoiiiiabttr btiiTlcr tt>' 
tte iMHrfi^sr of thoi Uw^leflfc frMi^ widiGmo^ 
aiidrtt»tpitMgdimttd ^fibipiPotf tteiflkr^ o^ 

irnjufi; 
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unjuft powtr from within. He darelefsl/ 
threw himfelf by the fide of a founuin, and/ 
lulled by its murmurs^ fUnk into repofe^r 
On awaking^ he found himfelf refrefhed by 
his (lumbers^ and the cool breezed of the 
evening 3 and excited by a flight return of 
appetite^ he returned to his apartrfient, in- 
tending to fatisfy it with the provifion fa 

feduloufly prepared for him He was 

aftoniflied at feeing all that had fpread thef 
luxurious board removed^ and in the ftead^ 
a plate of boiled rice# a few dates^ and a 
bowl of fher bet..** Near thefe were placed 
an ivory tablet^ and a fmall phial containing 
a red coloured liquor. ... He feized with 
fudden impulfe the tablet, and read as 
follows : " The fafety and life of the fon of 
Achmet depend on his obedience. He muft 
fubmit to the power which now governs 
him. The elixir in the phial muft be 
carefully preferved. He will have notice 
when to apply it to its deftined ufc- Refift^ 
ance is vain. If he look on tHe face of. 
lAan till his probation is finiflied^ he WiU 

return 
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returd t6 Bagdad^ and ihare with his father 

the honours of his magnificent tomb." 

^^ Traitor 1" exclaimed the indignant Hamet,. 
** thy purpofe is now declared, although thy 
vile motives are y^et concealed* But 1 will 
fearch for them in thy cowardly heart; 
and though that death with which thou fo 
impotently menaceft me were the fure con* 
fequence, I will be fatisfied and revenged." 
He rulhed with impetuous fury to the gate* 
It refifted his attempts to open it; and pant- 
ing with returning weaknefs and increafed 
impatience, he difcove red that he was con- 
fined beyond the poffibility of an efcape. 
He curfed aloud his own credulity, and the 
provident care of his father, who had thus 
prepared him a prifon. Exhaufted by his 
vain eflforts to free himfelf, faint with thirft 
tod the fever that preyed on his agitated 
frame, he returned to the apartment which 
Ke had left. On eagerly reaching his hand 
to the Iherbet, he difcovered new inftruc- 
Uons from the ihvifible agent in whofe. 
power he now felt himfelf. On a fcroU of 

vellum 



▼©Hum he read thefe nwouds : *^Themind 
cf the vinfe nuD meen; fortune with fivm^ 
oefft and patience^ lb ieoks^ i» its own m^ 
imsrces: thoit arma with whicht ic is necef- 
&17 for him to eacouncer oiipralpcr<si» 
^yentsw lb lur^reys vitb fteady eye dbrk^ 
Bdfs; suul clauds: encomp^ing the f^ice of- 
Rtture;. taught! by experience that thegrem- 
IbuFce q£ light and of life is ac that mscp' 
moment difpenflng iis aoiuftomed blefit* 
ixigS: to worlds around. Thus,. wkLequall 
Ibcufi^^ does it reft in ite dark profeuodi 
of criai and difficulty, and traces w die>* 
JSaaxhon ofl ali goodi thofeeyeAt& vhar lha(k>ir 
Wier its day of enlii^iening funfbine. liX 
ko0wSitHa£ the time is Sa& appinaohing whenf 
iltUaji-wiirmanifeft him&lf in all his^waysiii 
ami necDmpenie tho&- who* humbly rdjr gov 
his: wifdom, and with; patience and pei^***^ 
Teeing courage fuftkta the part allot ced^to^ 
tbtsri. '* The. heart of Ham^ received^ th# 
fidotarorilerfibn^with ftilten^ iadnefsi ypf^ipf 
and forhxrn^ he^ fdughir in fteep a reftge? 
^Dimhia uivafy thoughts y and' ftretah«ivait 

his 



Ikisi ijbpbai. iw nnquiec aind funk lata tern**. 
iM^rsr oi^lMTion. The finging.of the tards. 
awakeqed Haoiet before thfi^ fha had gUded 
the ho(i;$on. He ftarted from bis caudbg 
4q4 cepaireid to the ^dea more adifiatedr^ 
hyr th^ 4^]:^ <3ff chailging his place tha4?i bf ' 
tibAl of inhjiUiig thp iavieacackg bi^eathof 
^ miQro^ N^tuife fmiled around, him) afid> 
i^i^Qilhl^ difiliied fome j^ortion o£ her 
(wi^S 9nd pe^eful in^u^nce over the de-^ 
jj^Sie^ Hw^t. He ftood motioidsfs, gaz«^ 
iog, with; ajdmiFAti^i); aiidl ne^. feBfations of 
ddig^i^. 00 the g^oriouSi ^b of day^ rilifigp, 
ih. ma|eftyr, and. ahjAfi9)g: iiroiii the momtfticb 
Vsxp^ tbe^ vapouDs of the; nigh^ The ciu-eJU^ 
iog^ of the birdsL ce^d. fQin ^ n^^eot ai: 
the fight of his irradiating beams^ as^ if tp> 
qoUe^ i#. on^ wuiver^, chorus: ta bail the 
t^<ll^ gpd^of the cre$utio;i. H^met with; 
iriM^l)«aiWfj^ piety f€^l:09,1)is;f5we,,and.adai«d 
($^ .v^ho. appointed the. Cu^ in it& courie,i 
a^ Q<)i9i9^e4 th^' light to fhine and hk& 
hife Cfl^tMttfc. An t»%e^ble qniorion pen 
mtwoedt h(kifoiil....'''H«w; h^t-U happen- 
ed/' 
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ed/' thought he, "that till this moment 
of doubt and of danger my foul has re-* 
mained infenfible ? To my eyes only has 
die fun hitherto communicated its light. 
The fweets of fpring diflufed no peculiar 
joy over the heart of Hamet. Autumn 
gave in its rich harveft, and the hymn of 
gratitude never palled his lips. Is it that 
until this hour I have been fettered in a 
dungeon ? or that my prefent prifon is the 
deftined place of emancipation from mental 
darknefs and fhipid obduracy i - Be kfo.— - 
And let this propitious hour be the fore- 
runner of days bearing pleafures that will 
not fatiate, as thofe have done in which the 
Ufe of the unfortunate Hamet has been 
funk." 

A tear fell on the pallid checdc of the 
fubdued Hamet-: but his heart was foOthed^ 
he returned compofed to his apartthent^ add 
drank without murmuring of fome goats^ 
milk provided for his repaft. His unprac->» 
tiled mind foon however funk into liftlefs 
difcontent. . •" Had I,'* faid he aloud, ** but 

one 

f * 
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one of thofe numerous friends who are, in 
aiixious falicitude for my fafety, regretting 
my abience from Bagdad ! — had I but om 
to cheer this folitude, I could with patience 
remain in it — but to be thus cut off from the 
fight of man is infupportable ! " — " Thofe 
whom thou creduloufly calleft thy friends," " 
^fwered an audible whilper, " are now re- 
velling in thy palace, and laughing at thy 
folly.** The aftonilhed Hamet looked 
fearfully around him— all was filent-— and 
^e determined to explore every part of the 
habitation. He l^ft the rotunda, and with 
esLg^T Jjope examined every approach to 
it: each apartment was viiited with the 
mofi: exa<5|: fcrutiny^ and difappointed and 
iiefilfsfs he returned to the central room 
he had quitted* In the midil of it flood a . 
reading -deik^ pn which was placed the 
Koran ; and in the ufual characters was 
written on a label ^* Behold thy Friend.** 

Hamet^ not doubting but that he was un- 
der the control of a power which he was 

unable to refift, paffively obeyed He 

placecL 
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J)!a«a Mmfelf T^fefbtt tltfe holy trbbk, stnd 
bis mind infenfibly !bfec«fte intereftfed by m 
fcbHrtife und cbnibRng •do6bnnes. He f6N 
feot iSie paffing hours, tffl the fetttng fim tfe^* 
ftiinAed hitn of his 'pious refblutbns. Hfe 
J)erfbfmed his ablutiOTis, tiA for the fiitt 
time in his life tafted the gloitenars priti- 
tege of Man communing with his Maker. 
Hamfet prayed widi ftrroar and rincerity 
()(f heart. He alked of Heaven an enlight- 
fcned mind j and he reterned with tranquil- 
Bty and hc^e to talm repofe. The trtrthi 
of religion now pouted daily into the puri- 
fied heart of ttatnet their falutaiy batei. 
The temperancte of his board had itftored 
health and vigour to his body \ he was 
femillari^ed widi IbHtude j and found pleh> 
Aire in working in the garden, and water* 
ing the parterres. He faw with coftipoforfe 
that his invifible guide prefented hiAi with 
new inftruftbns, and he read them with the 
firm purpofe of obedience. He learned that 
On the night of the approaching fidl rtiooh 
he was to pr^are for his departure. Ah 
6 abilinence 
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j ria flkwi ce of twdve hours fnom lEbod nms 
dei^'oioed for the precedifng day, and tke 
elixir was to the fwjilowcd ot iiin-£et. . Ha^- 
. 4Q€5t- had jDow no fears, "The friend -of 
i^liak/' £aid loe, ^' cannot iste tny enemy. 
3 ha^e learned to enift to la power than: can 
fare roe from a iboft, jf in its 'wifdom it 
jiee £t to fpare me ; adod in that procei£bio|i 

J Wili truft.'* .He had ftiil tw>o or 

.three days to nvait die appointed time-; 
and he recolledfced that his birth-day wias 
indaded in the period. " My courfe is wn- 
<3ertain/' thought Hamet* **I a«n iiot fon- 
bidden to provide ibr the meceffities of it. 
I wiH profit fnom the prefent hour to 
Tiiit the caverns, and from thcnoe take m 
rfnppiy dut may be naedf4jil/' TMs purpoft 
engaged ib much of hi$ attentioD, that at 
dae dawn of day Hamet was at the ob^ 
liik. Bur a moment ibfBoed to (how him 
that his labours had been prevented. The 
kon coffer was before him, and contained 
oothing but the ivory tablet, on which was 
mritten. « . /< Seek not, Hamet, thofe richet 

which 
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which endure i|Ot. Seek wifdom, and get 
underftanding. Gold has already betrayed 
thee. Truft no more to thy infidious foe.'* 
— " Angel of Truth !" exclaimed Hamet^ 
^' I acknowledge thy admonition^ and fub^ 
mit to thy wifdom. Yes : gold has indeed 
betrayed me : its fatal influence robbed my 
youth of inftruftion,. foftered every pafTion 
of my degraded foul, fubdued its energies, 
or converted them to frantic violence* 
It has rendered my more mature age like a 
fick man's dream ; my life has been without 
honour, and my exiftence ufelefs to, all. "-^ 
Hamet paufed, and wept aloud^ '* Hope !'* 
murmured a voice from the pedeftal, " Ha-^ 
met is not lofil'' — " My guardian angel 
is wifh me,'* exultingly cried Hamet: " I 
mil hope ; and in this moment caft far 
from me the fetters which hav€ with- 
held me from the true dignity of man.'* 
All was filence — and Hamet with humble 
prayer fortified his tranquillity and bis refo- 
lution. At the hour prefcribed he fwal- 
lowed the elixir. Sleep fealed his eyes, 

and 



t»A &mf wove ff qm tHa iQ)pr«0ions Qj^ lui 

H^m^ dK»igh( he hsMitod th^ rifiog fun* 
S^UyttlgforiHfrapa $be wide-.eixtiead^ga«« 
of t^ piiviA^, elat^ witt( hop^^ wd riga-^ 
rq^lt H) h>sr iiQWly au:quired ftrei)gtk> hQ af^ 
cet^4^ the firft Qfi^ount^n with light aod 
eafy f^^ | but, a% he gained the fmnraiti^ 
tb4 fqs^ty Vftdur^ gave pkiQe tQ th^ naked 
^ barr^a rock. Tti^ h^ad of the mQUO- 
tmk Qwfift^ Qif * rude, i%a6 offtake, whi»e 
xM)t ^vefif ihqI^ v^^euted* ^' My labouV 
^Q^gttt H^n^tj; '^ i^ Qiily h^im as y^c* 
Tlii§ d^at^ ijpfQK c^ntwiv^ oot the fpriAg of 
He^^tl^ I mufii pfoqeed^'' • . . . * Hi^. UQ:vir 
(Fodf \^ mur^ csm^iovis ft«j^ diq deaUvity 
^ tj^ m^wntaift ^die oppofite fid^ : his 
p4tk ^^ pei^ilow; andwUJft he f<^cb9d 
£i^^ fbiff bis footj tbie fo wd 0f a watQi:- 
M Teach^ h«^ ear ... . He^ liftened with 
»iM attftaww. It iwwmuFod diUinaiy, 
sM%d h^ ^ew^ the i<>vmd. It broug^Kt 
bu»^ ^ ^ cbafim lA i;h^ XQckr aod hQ judg^ 
tj^t th^ %riqg wa* coweated ia itt dajrk 
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bofom. He entered boldly, and continued 
his devious courfe, till an imperfeft light, 
glimmering through the crevices of the 
ponderous roof, difcovered to him that he 
was in an immenfe cavern. It appeared as 
though Nature had deftined it for the anti- 
chamber to her dark abode j for the yawn- 
ing openings to different recefles con- 
founded Hamet's choice. The inviting 
found of the water was become more 
diftant, and only reached him by intervsds. 
He flood irrefolute ; when again it reach- 
ed his ear, from a pafTage fo narrow as to 
have been unnoticed by him. He haflily 
turned in, and found with fome furprife, 
that he defcended a broken flight of fteps, 
evidently the work or4nan. He purfued 
the path, however, wliich he hopied would 
terminate his toil; and the fight of a lamp, ! 

which at that moment emitted its fickly 
rays from the roof whence it \fiis fufpended, ' 

confirmed his hopes. *' This," faid Hamet, 
^* has been probably placed near the fpring, 
by the care of fome one who vifits it, and 

who 
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who has experienced, with its falutary ef- 
fefts, the difficulty of approaching it," He. 
preffed forward ; and the irregular defcent 
brought him to a fmall cavern, in which 
hung a larger and brighter lamp. Surprife 
for fome moments banifhed every thought 
of Hamet's purpofe, on his perceiving that 
this fubterraneous abode had recendy been 
the fhelter of man. Some embers were 
yet glowing on the earth .... parts of dirty 
and tattered veftments were fcattered around 

the remnants of a repaft flood on the 

lid of a large cheft ; and a vafe of water 
by its fide, invited Hamet's thirft. . . . He 
reached forward to grafp it, when his eyes 
met the name of Acbmet engraven on the 
cheft. He now concluded that he was in, 
the cavern in which his father had con- 
cealed with fo much care Ws treafures ; 
and that it was in the power of thofe who 
had difcovered the fecret, and who ftill 
availed themfelves of the recefe as a place 
of concealment, and the fcene of their fu- 

tiye 
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tdre erinlel. Struck with this idsai hm 
lulftil]^ quttcod thecivetTi> in ofd^ tAev^ 
die bahditti wfaoft rtfort it BlppeoxeA M be^ 
He had nearijr reatffaed the entrance to the 
Urge cavern^ when a blow on his hdad hid 
htm fenfeleft* On tvcoVeting from his Ihi^ 
p&f he jfbund himfelf in the cavem &bta 
whidi hm hM[ with precipitathm fied^ and 
fiilti6iiiuted by Ax or more of his own 
flivte> who were bsfily ddmimfteraig n^ 
\mf. With furidos imAiB and in b immacfaig 
Kdile Kamet demanded the piii|)ofe which 
hud bl-ou^t thela to that ^aoe. . « . iwhil 
had givtui kim the bicyw. .... Aiid what 
were their intdBtbns in tiegaitl fo their 
iMfter ; and xlrawiiig a pom$iA kirn im 
vdlj he fwote bjr hk Praphet^ that ^^^ 
woQld ft 11 Ms life deat-]^/' One ef th? 
Ihvesj with eobl aad fafrcaAic <^Dn0etiipt> bade 
Mm Btyt feair tnitragei. ^' We have>*' £ud 
Ixe^ ^^ bnfilnefe of^tndre Confequeace before 
tM than taking vef^ftance on «i iiDpotant 
ty^rate. We aft 4)0C without ^m^,*' added 

he' 
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ke ^ch a look of de^aoee i ^^ hut thjr life i^ 
fafej Hamet^ if thou vHyUkft idiat it fhould 
be ib • • • • and what is moi£> use will ber 
fiiefxl thee* Know th|sn> tbaf liike Agt 
with his janiflariet is at this hour 'm po£r 
ftffion of thy palace at Bagdad ; aod that 
thy pavilion of netreat is bow in ruw. 
A price^ and no finaU ane, is effixfd tp iby 
heady and die »oft diligent ftiarch foUpw> 
thy fugitive ftq>6. h the confu&m of the 
hour, aAd condudod by tlqr Aiv^ S^mh 
we efcapedj to double the JMisibf^ of sh^t 
now beibre theej to this afyly m $ ie whidl 
we iii^overed acreafiue^ not the I^ weir 
ceme fer b^g «uilooked for. Bad, wiik 
Ms, a pf«vifion for joi^ fiiftmance ^ 
more pvecioue . • • • All ia ivmr ia&ly ider^ 
pofited dn a baik «n theTigrisy and gvardi^ 
ed by Selim «nd our jother campaniofts/ 
In our 4iafte to iiemove itfcom hence^we Jeft 
behind us a caflcet^ wiiidi we fi^apoie io 
be a ricfh one. We ^determined ca retuKa* 
ing blither for it. On «ateoing th^e paflage 
to >this icav€^n^ w^ foundour vaf impeded 

by 
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by fome one apparently without life ; and 
deGrous of knowing what fuch an intruder 
boded for us, and as willing to aflift the 
miferable creature, we took up the body, 
and found it was thee. We fuccoured thee, 
Hamet, for we had eaten of thy bread. 
I fuppofe," added the flave, " that in thy 
hafte to quit the cavern thou detachedft with 
thy hand a loofe piece of the rock j for, as 
I recoUeft, thou waft covered with the 
fallen fragments. We are now on the point 
of quitting thee and this fpot for ever. 
Prefume not to follow us. Thy deftiny is 
changed, and fo is ours ; vfe go to enjoy in 
peace that freedom from bondage which be- 
longs to man. Itmay be that thou haft to tafte 
the privation of this firft and beft bleflingw If 
Jlavery ftiould be thy lot, remember, not to 
repine at the harlhnefs of thy mafier : but 
think of 'the proud and inflexible Hamet, 
and of thofe of his flaves >vho returned him 
good for evil . . . We leave thee water and 
rice enough to fuftain thee for fome days, 
^nd counfel thee not to quit thy prefent 

afylum." 
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afylum." Thus faying, with an air of cool 
intrepidity he ftruck the caflcet againft the 
rock with repeated efforts. It yielded to 
the blows, and difcovered its rich contents 
of precious gems. Each fecreted a part 
in his turban, and left the forlorn Hamet 
to his meditations. . 

"This then," faid he, itretching him- 
felf on the bare ground, " is human great- 
nefs. The flave who trembled before me, 
and faluted me from the duft, now infults, 
defies, and abandons me! But," conti- 
nued he, rifing with collected firmnefs^ 
" this annihilation of my greatnefs .has not 
taken away that which is properljr my own. 
Nature has given me powers for the exprefs 
purpofe of combating with evils like thefe 
... In my fall, I will rife into real great- 
_nefs, and by patience and fortitude Ihow 
that I am a man. I will quit this tomb of 
voluntary death. Allah will provide me a 
more honourable one." — He flowly and 
fafely quitted the caverns, not without fur- 
prife that he no longer heard the moil re- 
mote 



tMm lb«md 6f the mxtT, whibk had itllufed 
him into the ttcth. He wow rtgretted the 
titne thstt his unfueeefiful feftrch had occa- 
iiofled to fekpfe. His fpims ^we?e tfouMied 
toyilheinfonnationiNfiwch -his Saves hadgivte 
him; tnd he had no guide for his fteps^ 
nor any refuge for his wMts. The tttbcm 
nib vtMi a clofudf and a tpetrbted afpeft; 
the A hK^came oppf^dKve with heat; and 
thmfot, faittt and ^f^ary^ fiink to the eardi. 
An awful fSkatt poreended At rifing Aorm 
y^k broii:^ with ttemendous founds on his 
%teftintdhs& head .... and Han^t then fifft 
tfifcott^risd diat he had loft his turban. 
feai fotx^eifed pfesd of ioud and prolonged 
Sunder ... die lightnings Balbed^ but to 
fted deeper horror on iVitwun^ng diefk- 
nefe . . : the moon had hidden her Kght, ob- 
5temTedt>y thecontendfatgeteitients. Drench^ 
ed witjh impetuous rain^ and appslted hf 
the no^eky of his fiiwtidn, tike teo^ of 
Vhmet fiink within him^ andll^'Chought «f 
his hi3turious toueh at Bagdad widv a)0ge4fli 
of fbtri'* The plsiim^ tn^ off ^hitdr^n 

now 
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4IOW met Ms ear, and xiifturbed iiis naedka»- 

tioM. He ftaited Up, and, following the 

feonds, faw himfelf tyefore a cave^ formed 

hf theprajeftion of cwo large pieces of nd^. 

Near die «tiitraoce ftood a lamp on the 

ground, and round it \mne two or diree' 

naked children huddkd together, and con* 

tcfttng for fonit coar& bread* Fear&l of 

^akrming them, Hamet with gencletiels 

afked for flieiter. ** Enter freeiy," repliffl 

a feeble voice from the more diiiant part 

of tbe cave, : *^ this abode is the boon ef 

Nflsmre for the wretch^ed ; and if Mifery 

condoft thee, it is thiiM; to ftare with 

taity He advanoed) and faw the adtefm- 

need hmt of a woman bufily^ eng^d 

in feteSang Cbme cine^ftalks from a large 

i^imitity tyf i^moefds • . . She railed her hag- 

igad eyes to meet the fakitatian <»f Ha- 

fact : i>i9t no fooner iad the with fixed at- 

ttBbon fatrej/ftd bk countenance, than the 

livid p^eneifi of shier cheek gai^e place to the 

« 

fluihingB 0f fury s her meagre and languid 

ferm^ood firm and coUed:^. She fprang 

5 forwai'd. 
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forwardj and> feizing him by his tunic, for- 
cibly drew him towards the lamp ; where 
with filent and curious malignity fhe again 
examined him. At length with an exulting 
grin, and a piercing voice, fhe exclaimed, 
*' Is it then come to this ? Is this indeed 
Hamet, the ' favourite of Mahomet ?' Is it 
come to this ?" repeated flie, clapping her 
hands in fcornful mockery. " Does be feek 
a refuge withJMifery and If^ant ? 

" Fly," faid (he with ftern contempt, '^ fly, 
obdurate fon of pride ! ere thou learheft 
that wretchednefs hardens the human heart to 
cruelty, as effeftually as revelry and riot. I 
have no flaves to drive thee from my dwell- 
ing ; I have no infolent high-fed minions to 
chafe thee with whips, and taunts more 
cruel, from my door. My power is in my 
neceffities i and thefe," added fhe, drawing 
a poniard from her breaft, " give nerves of 
fleel to my hand 1 Look at thofe helplefs 
beings, Hamet," continued fhe, foftening. 
** Behold them, emaciated with hunger, 
difabled by ficknefs and want ! They once 

rivalled 
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rivalled thy infant graces ; they once blefled 
a mother's eyes with comelinefs of form 
and prom^ifing vigour. Look at them now, 
and liften to the truths their pallid faces and 
diftorted limbs convey to thy heart. It 
was thy fenfeiefs profufion, it was thy hard 
oegled:, Hamet, which rendered them what 
they now are. That bauble which ufelefsly 
glitters on thy breaft would[ have fed, clothed, 
cherilhed them ! O wretched man ! how haft 
thou lived, infenfible to all tlie bleflfings of 
abundance! how haft thou trodden with 
impious feet on thy duty ! Depart, and (tid 
what it is to live with Penury and Remorfe.** 
Hamet, with confcious Ihame and re- 
pentant fighs, left the gem which fattened 
his veft. With filent agitation, and with 
humility bowing to his harfli monitrels, he 
quitted the cave. The ftorm without: was 
appeafed .... the moon was now failing in full 
majefty and. unclouded glory through the 
azure concave .... a rich and cultivated vallev 
lay beneath him .... canals in various direc- 
tions meandered through extenfive meadows 

and 
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ftmi fields ctoehed with the i^undant hanreft 
.... flocks and herds of cattle were enjoy- 
ing that calm repofe, which fi>r a time had 
been itifpended by the ftorm. . . . Nature 
ieemed to reft in forgetfulnefs of the con- 
flift which had troubied her. . .* . not a breeze 
moved the luxuriant foliage .... the chir p«* 
ings of the graft-hopper had ceafed . . . . dw 
fciftis were' fliehered in filence .... and the 
inhabitants fecurdy repofed in cottages 
neatly conftrufted, and numeroufly fcattered 
over this fcene of peace and tranquiUity. 
The heart of Hamet fck the foft influence. 
He forgot his cares, his wants, his foriom 
and dejefted condition — He gased with 
ecftafy on the fcene before him. ** Ah!** 
fighed he, ** iJiis is what delights the 
heart of man! it is in fcenes like thefe 
that he can contemplate the great Sofurce 
of happinefs, of wifdom, and of power! 
What is the gilded palace, what is the ban- 
tjuet of luxury, what are the feverifh caHs 
of a fickly and depraved appetite, to an 
hour like this ? Thefe are the plealures 

appropriated 
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appropriatttd 09 laao ; and wbea be tunn 
from them he ceafes CO be one but in form. 
I thank theet great and xnerciful Allah T* 
cried he in pious enthufiafm^ ^^ thou haft 
awakened my foul from the deep of deadly 
and I am rich in the ruined condition of my 
pro^rttyj which lulled me to ftupor on 
the edge of a precipice." He now penlively 
followed an eafy winding path which con- 
duSied him from the mountain into the 
valky ; and he feated himfelf under fome 
trees till die rifing fun and the want of 
refceAufieat urged him to proceed* He had 
not advanced many paces when a mm ia 
hit path diicovered to him a man fittiJig 
wider the (hade of ibme kxicy pahn-tnees^ 
and biifily engaged in dividing a cake of 
€&illet into two equal parts« A turban of 
white linen was on one fide filled with ripe 
figi : two buffaloes Ibood quiedy browfing 
befide hiiT\i and at h& ieet lay fome unpje* 
lamnu of huibandry. Thn compofure widi 
ffhkh he noticed the approach of Hamet 
ftDcraraged hm to advanof* ^^ Giv^^ &ii 
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lie to the peafantwith a faint voice, ** to 
him who needeth, for the blefling of Allah ! 
Let not my unworthinefs tempt thee to fin. 
I faint for want of food.'* — " Take, and be 
fatisfied/' anfwered the man with compaf- 
fion, and prefenting his ftore. ** 1 have 
known thy neceffities ; although, Allah be 
praifed ! the vices of Hamet of Bagdad 
are ftrangers to me.'* Hamet confounded 
hung down his head. ** Fear not," conti- 
nued the man : " thou art fafe. Compe- 
tence and content difdaln the price of blood. 
It is wealth and want that harden the heart 
of man againft his fellow man. Wait here 
fify- tetum,'' added he, giving him his 
whole fupply of provifion : " I go to my 
daily labour ; but at the hour of repofe I 
will conduft thee.tp my dwelling, where 
thou fhalt find fheltet and better fare." He 
rofe to depart. *' Tfty courtefy emboldens 
me," faid Hamet: *^ I pray thee, tell me to 
whom this domain belongs." — " Knoweft 
thou not the merciful Abdallah?" replied 
the man with an air of furprife. *' Behold 
^ on 
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on that gentle fwelJ on thy right his habi- 
tation of peace. Behold the fan&uary of 
the unfortunate, the .afylum of health to 
the fick, the refuge of the penitent, and 
the fafe repofe of the pure of heart ! Thou 

wanted comfort. Seek it there it will 

meet* thee with kindly greetings." So fay- 
ing, he haftily pulhed on his buffaloes, and 
departed. Hamet with renewed hope took 
the road to the habitation thus indicated. 
The houfe now met his eyes. lt» approach 
was through a fweep of meadows, bordered 
by fruit-trees laden with their rich produc- 
tions. The canal glided in its varied courfe, 
and the light boats fkimmed on its clear 
and full dream. On all fides the fportive 
voices of children cheered his heart : fome 
were fitting in groups on the grafs, en- 
gaged/ in their Iports, and fantadically 
adorning their goats with flowers which 
fpontaneoufly met their hands .... others 
were eflaying the untaught notes of a flageo- 
let made of reeds by their own imitative 
ingenuity. . . . Hamet's heart dilated with 

^ fympathetic 
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fymfttthetic jpy. ** Th^'' £ii4 he> *• an 
die pleafurcs of beDevoleni;^ I th^i^ i[W 
0bjc!£ts which «Met the eye of Abd^U^ tbe 
«ierciiul ! In hi» mumi^nce he fin4$ the 

jftm; ^ H^tby an4 in the happii^s which 
he communicates fecwe$ hi^ own..'" 

The wide extended thQugh unadorned gs^e 
of Abdalkh'a houfe (^dmitM the ftranger. 
No flave with infolent mea^ce repelled him % 
ISO impernnent curioftty met hi^ wretch^ 
Appearance; the half naked and twere^ 
Hamet vas filently mken by the hand by a 
flave who attended at the g^te to rQceive 
the weary gueft. Hamet entered : the deor 
of an interior apartment opened^ %ndht 
found himfelf in the arms of Im \i|ikn<)w« 
pkyfician> and furroundod by thQ four (lk^es> 

« the guardians of ht^ infancy. 9urprife 
&iaed an thci fpirits of Hapoet^ ^fld he iiw 
ftantly fatnt^* His fleeting pQw^ w<!te 
recalled by the affidUoya c^n of hil 
friends. 

Hamec once more raifcd Ivs langjiud eyei* 
The bamis of fleep were difiglved^ w^ hf 

faw 
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faw that jie was ftretched on his accuftomed 
couch, in the rotunda of the pavilion, and 
fupported by Selim. Abdallah, the my- 
fterious Abdallah, was adminiftering, from 
time to time, a reftorative which he held in 
his hand. Hamet in mute wonder gazed 
on them all by turns ; his troubled fenfes 
were yet under the impreflions of the vifion 
of the night, and his imagination flowly 
yielded up the objefts impreCed on it for 
thofe of reality. With a tremulous voice 
he addreffed himfelf at. length to Selim : 
*^ Tell me," faid he, *' thou good old man, 
where I am: thy mafter has unworthily 
forgotten the gratitude which he owed to thy 
foftering hand ; but thou wilt not abufe 
his prelent weakn^fs. Thou feeft me once 
more a child, 4nd the child of Misfortune* 
Wherefore haft thou left the companions of 
thy flight from Bagdad ? Where haft thou 
left the bank in which the treafures of the 
cavern were placed ? How has it happened 
that this retreat has either efcaped the malice 
of my enemies, or mocks me with a likenefs 
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to the pavilion ? But al^qve all. I acljure thee, 
ifi qie name of our Great Prophet> to explain 
jto me (for I believe thou canft) who this 
ftranger is tjiat now. f^ , jtnxioufly regards 
jine* , Ought I to bow tefpre him as the 
Angel of Inftpuftion, or as a rpagician fept 
to enfnare my foul by a: femblance of truth ? 
for I. have beefl fv^bdujed, by his power* and 
4 may be the viftim of his artifices." — " Child 
,indeedi O.Hamet- mull thou be>** anfwer- 
ed Selim with. untroubled countenance> "if 
for, a n^oment thou returncft to tne tales of 
thy nurfery^ Thy present, weaknefs clouds 
thy reafpn, .which has long fince refuted the 
magician, and the idle phantoms qf ignorance 
and childiih credulity. Qh, fpn of mv love I 
embrace thy deiiyerer; for he h^th faved 
thy foul from deftruftion,^ and thy^ life (rpm 
the malice of thy foes. In his venerable 
form acknowledge the living reprefenta- 
tive of thy grandfather Abenmuley's virtue > 
and bow with filial duty before thinq uncle,, 
and more than father.'' The fubdued Hamet 
fimk into the embrace of his preferver> and 

his 



his heart was relieved of an infuppoi*table 
weight. •The vifioas of:theJUghfftill floated 
on his fancy, and he* recounted the eventful 
tale to hirf frierids* They hung with mute 
attention round'his couch,-«md, -when' Ha- 
irnet ' had -finifhed, - Abd^lkh thus ipoke : 
' '^ Heaven, my fon, hath ^' been gcacioufly 
^ pleaftd'tafecahd*mypiou8 purpofes* The 
'tnftnjfftion-^bf'^this night ftariileth not.' in 
need of my authority td enforce it on thy 
' heart/ Thou biilhohd the Sprmg^f Health, 
*Thou-knoweft die road -to^Happin^fs^ 
Thou hift experience J Jiefalfeandideceit- 
* ful pleafures of thy palace abBagdtd, iThe 
^.recital bf tny life ^ill elucidate <all the my- 
' ftef ies which now' cloud = thy iveturntDg 
"peace • . . • *- Allah I** cried lie. with pious 
^ ferveiur, *' be'thou-ftill propitioiisstaiuhy 
^ fervant I '•May* the^ wotds of xny. lips. purify 
' and eftablvfli Hamet NMayhe fearni^that thou 
•^ never »forfiikfeft him- who doth not depart 
from thee J" 
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CONTINUATION or HAMET. 

" Thou knoweft^ without doubt, my 
fon," began Abdallah, '' the celebrity of thy 
giandfathe- Abenmuley's famei| for his 
name is ftill held in reverence by the good -, 
and the poor and needy ftill blel's their be- 
nefaAor, by wifhing him the recompenfe of 
the happy Abenmuley. ' 

" Thy fether and myfelf were the only re- 
mains of a numerous offspring : the pefti- 
lence like a deluge fwept away the children 
of the pious Abenmuley, and we were pre- 
ferved from its defolating fury by being 
with our mother at a houfe diftant from 
Bagdad, at the time when the plague broke 
out^ Zelima, our mother, was the moft be- 
loved wife of our father. The death of all 
his other children, and the fame fate which 
had fevered from him the greater part of 
, his houfehold, determined him to feek 
happinefs with his Zelima in her favourite 
retreat. Abenmuley was at this period in 
his fixtieth year. He gave up his fplendid 

eftablifhment 
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eftablilhment at Bagdad, and in the bofom • 
of his family enjoyed, for two years, a feli- 
city which can only fpring from undivi- 
ded afieftion and controlled paffions. The 
d^ath of our modier interrupted his fere- 
nity, and again called upon him for pious 
refignation. Achmet, my brother, had at 
this junfture reached his fixteenth year. I 
was two years younger. A maternal uncle, 
who had a brilliant fortune in a diftant pro- 
vince, at this time quitted for a feafon his 
govern :» ent to undertake an embaffy which 
regarded it ; and he found our father bend- 
ing under his recent lofs and a^ profound 
dejeftion of fpirits. His health had yielded 
to his forrow, and Abenmuley was the 
fhadow of his former felf.. Achmet, our 
uncle, knew little of the foothing and leni- 
ent remedies which fympathy ^applies to 
afliiftion. He augmented the forrows of 
Abenmuley by feducing his fon from his 
arms^ My brother, in defiance of a fa- 
ther's tears, followed the fortune of his 
uncle, in whofe afpiring ambition he found 
a bafis for his own 5 and he quitted th«^ pa- 
ternal 
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ttttiz\ roof with exulting^ hepe and cold 
indifFerence. 

» 

'^ Amongft' the ddmeftic flaves of our 
Habitation were four, who fliared without 
jealoufy the particular favour of my father. 
They were Greeks by birth, and a long* 
ftiendihip had united them. Selim and' 
iSeli are, as thou knowefl:, brethren,, and 
tfiey became the .flaves of thy grandfather 
fome time before Mtiftapha and his Gompa^ 
jiion entered' into the gentle fervitudfe of 
Abertmuley. At the prayer of Selim and 
fits brother, my father purchalfed them 
from a mafter hard and ferocious^ and they 
experienced, in the change of their fecters^ 
that goodnefe can render captivity an eafy 
yoke. Thefe men brought wifih tfbem a 
rich recompenfe. Their knowledge aitd 
talents aflfbrded to the fons of their bene- 
volent patron advantages that his weottk 
could not hatre purchafed. Wc had been 
inftrufted by Selim and his brother in all 
the higher branches of fcience, and in the 
acceffion of Muftapha and his friend we 
found the means of acquiring thofe acconv- 

plilhments 
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pllfhments fb little kno^yn. to the Turks.. 
My brother's impetuous Ipirit loved neither 
tt}ewifdom of the former nor the grades ot 
the latter of oiir tutdrs ; ' 'ahd; to be freed 
from their reftraint was prooaDly arriongft 
the more powerful motives which urged 
his departure. Be this as it may, it is 
certam that a tafte' for letters was the pre- 
dominant one in my mind ; and* my atiach- 
meritto thefe menalnounted to a veneration 
which ' impofed on me a refpe A that their 
years did not demand j for they wefe then, 
like myfelf, in the Ipring of life, ' although 
lomewnat more advanced; 

* [^ ^ly father, in the abfence of Achmet, 
fought to renew his coftiforts with' a child,' 
who, in bis love and fond remembrance, 
bore the image of his Zelima in his coiinte- 
nance. Delighted with piirfuits which re- 
moved far from him the fear of lofirig fight 
of me, he witn cheerfulnefs fought ' every* 
means of promoting them. Manufcripti 
were procured, at an expeafe and labour 
proportioned to the difficulty of finding 
;}iem i and the moft diftant regions fupplied 

food 
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food for the mind of Abdallah. In this 
courfe of improvement, in focial eafe and 
reciprocal confidence, did my peaceful days 
glide on, till I had reached my twentieth 
year. My father's health and happinefs 
were renewed, and my friends apparently 
forgot that captivity was an evil. This I 
was however determined to remind my 
father it became him to recoUeft. I knew 
my brother: and I alfo knew the power 
which would eventually fall into his hands. 
My father's countenance took an air of 
tender forrow on my gendy urging this ob- 
ligation to him .... He was filentj^ and evi-. 
dently moved. ' I will be juft,' faid he. 
' Thy friends ^re free froni this hour. To 
thy generous care, my fon, I leave the un- 
limited power to render that freedom a 
blefSng to them • • . . Go, and confer with 
them on thofe meafures which are neceflary^ 
^d fpeak not of the forrow of Abenmu- 
ley.' His voice faltered, and he retired 
into the alley of the garden neareft to him. 
With colledled firmnefs I opened my com- 
miljion to my friends 5 and, concealing my 

face 
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face in my robe, waited with a throbbing 
heart their anfwer. They with one voice 
refufed the offered gift, on every condition 
fave that of being left my unalienable right 
at the deceafe of my father. * Banilh us 
not/ faid they, * from this abode of peace. 
We are the children of the merciful Aben- 
muley j and we feek no other refuge** 
Tranfported with joy at a decifion fo fa- 
vourable to our wifties, my father and my- 
felf forgot thofe neceffary meafures of fecu- 
rity in which the future condition of our 
friends was involved. Abenmuley was in 
health, and we gave ourfelves up to uncer- 
tain contingencies. 

" Selim, in his office of fuperintendant of 
the gardens, difcovered a fraudulent trick 
of a young Egyptian flave, to whom he had 
taken a fancy, and for whom he had an affec- 
tion. The offence was repeated, and falfe- 
hood employed to cover it. Haflen well 
knew the penalty: it confifted neither in 
fcourging nor in hard fare, but in an ex- 
change of mafter i and he perfeftly under-* 

flood 
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» 

fM^th^t r^ l^%ent,.co}|ld be^fp fevgre- 
^fi>b^P^ght rl^e gity of, Sclim.^ and^widi 
ing^nuoijs-. cpofrition tfirew himfelf . on bjs 
i]:^rcj^. SeJjm knew the heart of man. Hp 
f^ppljed the culprit with t^q^ deficient fum, 
an4 gave hifB a poflj lyil, more honourable 
in the apaipneni; of l^i^ maJOter ; and thus 
fi^ed. a pi;inciple/ of intjegrity and gratitude 
ii^ the. youfjg h^art of Haflen* which has 
manifefted itfelf aboye feduftion from that 
h^pyn 41?enmulpy infenjEibljr Ipecame' par- 
tiai to tlj.Q. fcryic^s o( a man whofe hilarity 
apd ^ectipna-te cares pleafed him. The 
iijfii:mjti«s pf ^ge (ilentljy gained on his 
ftrength, and Haffen's watchful eye pre- 
y^qted ^lis "^^akneis. l^is conftant cheer- 
fiiln^fs, th? fimplicitj of his mind, and his 
ad^ive ingenuity, wojri on us aU ; and the gay 
and docile Haflen was the favourite of the 

" The anniverfary of my father's birth- 
day approached, and Haflen's fertile mind 
fuggefted a new amufement for his beloved 
pxafier : he communicated his plan to us^ 

and 
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audi receiVfCjd from us, with ecf^jify,^ {\}\\^ 
powers , tp regulate the f^fval at hj?. 'v^ilj. 
Xhe bufy H^ffen gav.q tp all their deftio^d^ 
pt^-ts, and. ^ dance in the falhion of his^ 
country was amongft th^ propoft^d plpa- 
fures, 

*' AJbenmuley ufually retired in. the even- 
ing to s^ fmalj mpfque, whijch hp had caufed 
to be erefted for his own ufp, in.a diftanjt anfj^ 
Bedred p^rt; of the garden, 3j:}d. 09 U>e even- 
ing prior to his birth-day h(^ \^!a§ conduced 
m fi^nfet to. hi^ dieyotiona- It was cuiio- 
mary with Haflfen tjo. wait his matter'^ 
fign^il of a fcn^aU bell, ^t fome little di^anqe, 
in- ordeif to recondu<5t hin? to the houfe. 
But no fconer had he placed Abenmuley 
on the fopha, than with the ipeed of a bird 
h^ flew to a diftan.t part of the fpaciou^ 
grounds^ in oofder to praftife the dance w^th 
his cofl^rade*. T^e sinim^ted ?^nd Iqqua- 
cioui Haffen was i^pt however ynmi^ic^fjil of 
the fleeting H^inutpS| ^nd he haftened witja 
pr^jmpt obediei^ce to t^e paft which he had 
quitted. In h}s way he W95 acppfted by 

two 
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two of his principal aflbciates in his plans 
of amufement for the following morning; 
and ftill having his orders to enforce, he 
defired them to follow him to the mofque, 
and to wait there till he had conduced his 
mafter to the hpufe. ..They obeyed, and 
reached the mofque at the fame inftant 
with him. Haflen, anxious to know whe- 
ther his ab fence had been noticed, and kn^ 
fible that the ufual time for the fummons 
had elapfed, cautioufly approached the door, 
which he had left open on account of the 
heat : a piercing cry followed, and the two 
other flaves rufhed in. Extended on the 
fbpha was the breathlefs body of the good 
Abenmuley,. ferenely fmiling in death. The 

trembling (laves, with gende care and un- 

•1 

feigned tears^ conveyed him to the houfe, 
where Selim exhaufted the powers of his 
art in vainly endeavouring to recall from 
its blefled abode the foul of Abenmuley. 
I was faved from defpair by my friends j 
but the fpirit which animated me was fled. 
I mourned my father, and tailed no ]oy 
7 beyond 
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beyond diat of meeting the face of forrow 
in the countenance of every one around me. 
In my folitary walks the flave mournfully 
murmured, as he refpeftfiilly retired, the 
name of Abenmuley, and blefled me. My 
fwelling heart received the benediftion, and 
returned it; for what, O Hamet! dops 
the heart of man whifper at thp fight of 
man ? Does it not fay. Behold thy Jikenels, 
thy equal, and thy brother ? . .* .The return 
of thy father brought me no joy : he was 
accompanied by only two flaves, and thcfe, 
as I accidentally learned, had been pur- 
chafed for the exprefs purpofe of his jour- 
ney. He appeared to enjoy a maiignaJit 
latisfaftion, in having furprifed me by die 
celerity of his return after the death of 
our parent. His air was gloomy and fero- 
cious i he fpoke in parables, and queftion- 
ed with fufpicious exaftnefs. . The whgle 
arrangement of the houfe was changed. 
My friends were fent to work in a planta- 
tion remote from the habitation in which 
they had liyed e^cempted from toil. I was 

giveii 



-^gfVten to''und&rftind mt liiy^ifaAer hid 

*'iAiAe'rlct'ptov{R6n' for' me, ^ttrid thatl w&s 

^ bating *lie br^^d 'bf^dc^pendehce. My tfpitit 

•ifelt • the dfegradation, - iarid I ''haughtily » an- 

* houiMSrf my purpofe of freeing ^my broriier 

'ftbm 'the uttwdlttbme burthen. ' With - a 

'ftdyrn and' tailriting air »he bade me fifft 

'prfepare'to^ahfwier'tb the inqufe-ies rtfp^- 

-'ing die deathof myfedifer . • . .«ahd for this 

pui^pofe/ • added he, ' know that ydu atr^ a 

-fHJbker here: ' Cohfounaed, but' ttot dif- 

"mkyed,"* I- determined 'lo l^nteiin and brave 

■ ^his malice. I was :^^dbhed iil all my rtiove- 

•'rfients } knd; to mfikitpi^e^ kiid tndigrtation^ 

' Hiflfen U^ptj^red the'moft yigaatit of 'my 

' ipies. ' He had retained his- poft > in the 

^'hoirfei and enjoyed th^ -fevdUr of Athmet. 

" Ohfe feveniflg I w^si as' Afual; weepkg in 
^ the-fnofcjue of my ^father. <The door was 
^ fepen,^ aAd a rtian in his^ight thfew inr a' flip 
^'bf paper. ' I ' haftily caught it, * and read in 
• -ihe CS-€fek latiguige,^ knd in flelhn's cha- 
' rafters, the Word ^iPdbnv: I darted' after 
the flyifeg'tlc^S' of the* (lat^e Before me, 

whom 



whom 'wlth'*aftoniihment I p&l*eiVcfd' tb'^c 
HalTen. ^6Wjfudd^riWthr&;^> wi&kdtftl- 
Vable'^afiriiitJr, a ftbhe over tfHe Wgh Vail, 
and as' inftkndy this 'frgnal \^as anfwferied l>y 
'a' ladder of'rc^pes which' 'fell doT^^n. Hk'flHn 
' turned to ' it, ^ pointed, * arid contirilied His 
liafly fteps. '' I mountfed,' !irid"#as VeceiVed 
into the arms of Selirfi, on the outer ficte 
'o( the garden. * T^Kdu ' art Tafe,' ' ^id ' 'he 
with joyfuPenibtibn : *^thy lah^Auary is ^'at 
hand :V.^ arid pVeflifig forward, he 'fed'me 
in a ihort time to the cavern, m which is 
ftiir concealed thy father's tVfeafure. Here 
Sel^m fell on' my heck, andNvith' iitipitilohed 



grief exclaiAied, ^T niuft 'le^ve tJiee, my 
beloved ion ! I niufl:' quit iiiee/ Abdallah : 



the life/ of my'fcrbtltier, of all thy friends, 
Jiangs on the jpre^fcht "m^itti^nt* ' I have 
fcarcely time to' tell thee, that ' thou bweft 



y brotm 
.£,^ V,** v«e preleni 
to tell tn 

thy preiervation" to" Haffen. 'This mght 
thou wouldeft * have been ferahgled' by the 
order ot Xcfimet. The 'oldeft of the Bavfes 
' who journeyed with him hitHer, ithat ^ari^a 
fo favoured'^ by thy bfbiher, 'difcovered Sa 

^ HalTen 
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Haflen, a long loft fon -, and he communi- 
caped to him the perfidious purpofe of a 
mafter whom he hates and fears^ againft 
the life of his child's generous and gentle 
pttrop. In the filence and dead of" the 
night the faithful Haffen ftood before me, 
covered with duft, and panting with hafte. 
•Save Abdallah!' faid he, 'and thy foul 
Ihall live, and mine wiH blefs thee I ' He 
unfolded to me the dark defigns of thy 
envious brother, and we concerted the 
means of thy deliverance. Some years 
£nce, in feeking medicinal herbs, I difcover- 
ed this fubterraneous retreat j and at the 
moment faw its value^ The projeft of 
efiefting by its means my efcape from 
captivity was ferioufly confidered -, but the 
gentlenefs of Abenmuley, and my brother's 
weak health, fuppreiied my wilh of free- 
dom, and I dropped the aefign* It inftantly 
occurred to me, that it would afford thee 
an afylum, and I have prepared it as well 
as the intervening time would allow. 
There are mats for thy repofe, and water 

and 
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and cakes for thy fuftenance. . . . Abide here 
as long as poflible, for thou wilt be purfued 
with difappointed rage/ — He prefled fhe 
to his breaft. • . . * Take>* faid he, * the 
united wealth of thy flaves and friends. • , . 
they now blefs the fervitude which has en- 
abled them to be ufeful to thee/ . . • . Thus 
faying, he condufted me through various 
traverns to the outlet, which is diftant from 
thy pavilion, and left difficult of accefs 
than the one by which we had entered, and 
which without the ladder of ropes we 
could not have efFefted. . . .1 remained fome 
days in my fecret abode, and at length 
reached Moufel in fafety. My fortune, O 
my fon, hath fince that eventful period 
been varied; but in the hard leflbns of 
adverfity my foul eftabliflied herfelf, and 
felt the protecting hand 6f Allah. At 
Aleppo I became the property of a mafter 
celebrated for his knowledge in the art of 
healing* He difcovered that I was not 
ignorani;. Our common ftudies united us j 
and he led me from theory to praftice. 
VOL* HI. H He 
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He was old and childlefs, and he formally 
adopted me as his Ton. Some years after 
he died bleffing me, and I took peaceable 
pofleflion of his papers, and the fmall houfe 
and garden in which we had fo amicably 
refided together. The riches of Mulah 
followed him j for thefe confifted in good 
works. One day, as I paffed by the flave 
market, an iihpulfe of curiofity led me to 
examine fome of thofe who were expofed 
for purchafci and a circumftance of my 
youthfol days led me to recognile Haflen, 
under the dejefted form of forrow and 
added years of mifery* I had in heedlefs 
Iport marked on his breaft, with a chymical 
preparation, his name in Greek letters, and 
time had not effaced them. Bleffing Allah 
for this gracious interpofition, with trem- 
bling impatience I purchafed my deliverer, 
and conducting him home, gave a loofe to 
my honeft joy. . . . Haffen, after the firft agi- 
tations had fubfided, informed me that my 
efcape had not implicated my friends in the 
fufpicion$ mind of Achmet, He concluded 

that 
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that! had overheard him talking to Zanga, 
and that, miftrufting the fubjeft of the 
conference, I had efcaped without other aid 
than my own addrefs. An order from the 
Divan to repair immediately to the fron- 
tiers, to take upon him a government which 
he had for fome time folicited, diverted 
his fury and interrupted his meditated pur- 
fuit of me. No longer jealous of my in- 
fluence, he recalled to their feveral ftations 
men who he had prudence fufEcient to know 
would ferve him with integrity ; and Selim 
and his friends were the guardians of his 
houfe and property in his abfence. * But,* 
added Haffeft, 'my unhappy father had 
been intrufted with a fecret too important 
to be left behind. He followed his matter, 
under whofe harfh authority he funk to 
the grave, leaving me fecretly to deplore 
his lofs. At the expiration of a few years, 
Achmet Teturned to Bagdad laden with 
riches, and the execrations of an opprefled 
people.* 

'^ I learned alfo, from the faithful Haffen, 

thst 
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that I had in thee, my fon, a renewed hopcr, 
and the delire of beholding thy face preyed 
on my heart. Haflen conftantly oppoied 
my wifliesi he ^oke of the increafing 
power and obduracy of Achmet ; of danger 
to my friends • • • • and the uiekis facrifice 
of my own life. He had efcaped from the 
power of Achmet, and he was troubled by 
the moft remote hazard of encountering his 
refentment. My inclination yielded to my 
regard for his fafety and peace of mind. 
Year fucceeded yearj till an illnefs're* 
minded me that my dufl: would not reft 
with the (acred remains of Abenmuley: 
1 became dejefted ;. and Haflen difcoverbg 
the caufe> urged me with zeal to undertake 
the voyage... My health and my youth 
were renovated by hope. I reached Bag- 
dad in fafety; I faw and wept over thy 
blooming face -, I preflfed to my heart the 
fon of Achmet> and the reaewed image of 
Abenmuley. Thy fleep was the repofe of 
health and innocence ! and I implored of 
Allah to continue to thee thefe bleflingSb I 

faw 
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faw the drooping Achmet ; and my friends 
gave me the hiftoiy of his fortune and ap- 
prehenfions* He returned to his poft, and 
left not only thee to their faithful truft, 
but aHb thofe anxious fears which haunted 
his repofe . • . He had been coldly received 
by the Sultan ; he had difcovered that the 
Divan was filled by thofe who envied and 
hated' him ; he regarded the continuation 
of his lucrative flation as a Jnart placed 
the more effeftually to ruin him . . . The 
wife Selim became the confident of the 
haughty Achmet 5 for the virtuous, my fon, 
are fought in the hour of difficulty by 
thofe who, in thetideofprofperous fortune, 
infult them. Selim trembled for thy fafety ; 
and he prepared for it, by communicating 
to his matter the fecret of the caverns. But 
wife from experience, he faid nothing of 
the outlet on the oppofite fide of the 

mountain. He knew Achmet. The plan 

for building on this fpot was adopted ; and 
Selim and his friends were left with uncon- 
ditional powers by Achmet. With unabat- 

ing 
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ing induftry and toil did they, with their 
own hands, form the different paflages to 
the recefs, and with fecret labour convey 
the riches of Achmetto their deftined place 
of concealment. With affiduous care did 
they contrive the fecret avenues to thy 
apartment i and Heli, with a well-grounded 
diffidence* conftrufted the walls of feveral 
of the apartments after the manner of thofe 
of a ruined temple he had feen in Greece, 
and which, without doubt, had been the con- 
trivance of thofe who lived on the credu- 
lity of its worfhippers. This circular apartt 
inent admits within its partitions the ear 
diftinftly to catch every word that is fpoken 
in the rooms and Heli and his friends 
have at this hour reafon to blefs the in- 
genuity with which they fucceeded. At 
Achmet's return the pavilion was finilhed ; 
and, on the plea of declining health, Achmet 
retired from his employments and lived in 
folitary grandeur. — But his fafety was 
neither in the pavilion nor in his cautious 
prudence — the hand of the injured Abdallah 

5 held 
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held him up; and Hametwas the fliield of 
his father. Under my afliimed name and 
character, the occafions of being ufeful to 
my fellow creatures multiplied, and my re- 
putation for fkill in my profeflion increafed 
daily. Obfcure in my modes of life, unani- 
bitious of wealth, I fought not the fortune 
which met me. I was fummoned in hafte 
one day to the palace of the beautiful Zo- 
beide, the favourite wife of our great 
matter, and the reigning Sultana. The 
art of her attending phyficians had been 
confounded by a malady which threatened 
her life, and in the portentous hour of danger 
and defpair the Sultan liftened to a female 
flave belonging to Zobeide,' who fpoke of a 
ftranger that had faved the life of her mo- 
ther, and whofe fkill in medicine w^s 
wonderful. 

"The Sultan eagerly caught at this gleam 
ofhope. I bowed before him. 'Save Zobeide,' 
cried he with frantic grief . , . . ' fave her \ 
and (hare my diadem.' — I found my patient 
ftretched on a fopha, her beauieous face 

horribly 
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horribly disfigured^ her head fwollen to an 
extraordinary fize, her eyes clofed as in 
death> and panting amidfl a crowd of weep- 
ing attendants and the fufibcating fumes 
of incenfe and perfumes. In the adjoining 
apartment fat the Sultan, brooding over fuf- 
picions which diftrafted him ... I approach- 
ed him — ' There has been perfidy ! * exclaim- 
ed he with fury—' thy life hangs on thU mo- 
ment! — fhe has fwallowed poifon!' — ' 'Vhe 
life of thyflave,' faid 1, proftrating myfelf> 
' is in thy hands; but the life of Zobeide 
depends on my unconditional power to 
command in her apartment.' — ' Go,* cried 
he impatiently -, ' go, and be abfolute. '— 
I difmifled the ufelefs crowd, and opening 
the lattices, examined the almoft infenfible 
Zobeide. My firft opinion was confirmed, 
and I found the malady to be an eryfipelas, 
which, when underftood, is rarely mortal. 
My conjeftures were foon realized ; in a 
few days the Sultana was declared out of 
danger, and public rejoicings followed 
public anxiety . . . But Zobeide rejoiced 

not. 
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not. She reproached me for favkig he* 
life ; and bewailed the Ibfs of her beauty 
with unceafing lamentations . • . * I have^' 
faidi, ' once pledged my life on thy recovery: 
I now renew this engagement. Zobeide 
in a fhort time fhall again be more fair 
than the daughters of Paradife ... I go to 
prepare thee a beautifying lotion. Its fuccefs 
depends on thy obedience ; no other muft 
be applied/ The docile Sultana promifed, 
and fountain water efiefted the wonder. 

'^ The gratitude of Zobeide was as un- 
bounded as her joy- She loaded me with 
her munificence^ and flill thought ihe did> 
too little. I prefented myfelf before her 
one morning at the ufual hour^ an embroi- 
^red purfe filled with zechins in my hand : 
it was the daily offering of the generous 
Zobeide. ^ Thy gold/ faid I, with a con- 
fidence that ihe had encouraged^ ' doth not 
fatisfy me ... I have more than I need . . . 
and Allah hath recompenfed my cares in 
thy recovery. Abdallah muft owe his fu- 
ture felicity to Zobeide, or defcend to the 
9 grave 
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grave a mourner.^ .... * Speak/ cried flie, 
placing her hand acrofs her throat : * thus 
fhall it be with Zobeide, if, having the 
power, flie do not fatisfy Abdallah!' — M 
afk,' re^jlied I, ' the life of Achmet of 
Bagdad, and of his Ton Hamet.' " The "fol- 
lowing day fhe gave me, with the Sultan's 
fignet, the order which would have con- 
ligned thee, O Hamet ! and thy father to 
the grave \ and the full poffeffion of thy 
wealth was formally fecured to thy appa- 
rent executioner. * Thou haft prevented a 
hoft of this Achmet's foes,* faid the Sultana : 
^ his death has been determined upon in the 
Divan for fome time \ but the Sultan remem- 
bered, with kindnefs, the fervices of his fa- 
ther whilft he was himfelf an infant in the 
cradle. But the rapine and extortion of Ach- 
met have cancelled from the memory of our 
matter the claims which thy father's fidelity 
had on his favour ; and the cries of an in- 
cenfed people, and the envy of thofe who 
wilhed to rife on his ruin, had prevailed. 
Thy fervices, Abdallah, have faved him/ 

His 
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Jlis life or his death are in thy hands/ 
Struck by the fenfe of the irnpending dan- 
ger to thee as well as thy father, I fell oh 
my. face andtadored the mercifiil inters 
pofition of Allah .... and I .wept aloud. 
Zobeide, furprifed at my emotion, afked 
me to explain the caufe. I recounted to 
her patient ear the hiftory of my life . . • . 
^ Haft thou done wifely, Abdallah,' faid Ihe 
when I had finifhed, * to hazard a life fo pre- 
cious as thine to the machinations of fuch 
a brother as Achmet ? — But let him be- 
ware ! Zobeide will recompenle with in- 
tereft his future mafice if thou ftill per- 
mit him to live.'.-.* Alas !' replied I, ' juf- 
tice now purfueth the troubled and feeble 
Achmet. His foul trembleth at the jfhaking 
leafi and he is haftening to a grave which 
will not fcreen him from the Judge he fnuft 
meet.' 

''The Sultana foon after appointed me her 
phyfician, and that of her two fons.. ^.apart- 
ments in the palace were afligned to me ; 
and in this honourable poft I continue to 

pleafe 
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pleafe and fenre the generous Zobetde^ and 
to (hare the confidence of my great mafter. 
The death of thy father foon followed mf 
prediftion of its approach. •Thy mad folly 
fucceededi and I mourned as one without 
hope. Thy enfeebled health fuggefted to 
my friends one effort to fave thee. Thou 
knoweil: the means which we have pur- 
fued . • • • and wilt no longer be doubtful 
in regard to events, which as they hap- 
pened furprifed thee. My efcape from 
thy apartment was favoured by my confe- 
derates, during the fearch of thy flaves 
after the magician. I was in the habit of 
one, concealed in Heli's hut. Thy re- 
moval hither had for itsobjeft my firft cares, 
namely, thy reftoration, which I perceived 
depended folely on air, abftinence, and fe- 

clufion from thy tumultuous guefts 

Heli, who was thy invifible attendant, be* 
thought him of profiting from the conftruc- 
tion of thy prifon to effeft his defign i and 
Selim, knowing how fenfibly thy imagina- 
tion would meet the marvellous, encouraged 

it. 
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it. The elixir which thou waft ordered to 
fwaliow was only a difierenc preparation 
of thy accuftomed opium, which adbed 
the more powerfiiUy for thy recent difuf© 
of it. I am not furprifed that thy dreams 
Ihould be tindhired with the doubts of thy 
waking hours> or rendered more impreffive 
by the calm ferenity of thy Ipirits, and the 
temperance of thy late diet ^ but I prefume 
not, O Hamet ! to fcan the purpofes of 
the Moft High. Thy vifion may, if thou 
be wife, ferve thee as the road to happinefs, 
and thou wilt neither be weak oor impious 
by referring its inftrudions to that Provi- 
dence which watcheth over thee. Thy 
underftanding is now enlightened; thy heart 
is prepared : return to the world, and aft 
thy allotted part with honour. It is needful 
that thou fliouldft iubmit thyfelf to one aft 
of my authority. The men before thee are 
fr^e. They are the friends and brethren of 
Abdallah* Fare thee well \ We go to enjoy 
in repofe the fruits of a well-lpent life. 
May the fame of thy virtues be a fun to gild 
our declining days l" 

^ Oh, 
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:"Oh! leave me not," cried Hamet in 
the agony of tender grief — " leave me not 
to my unpra^tifed feet. . Finifh your work 
of mercy, dear and refpeftable friends of the 
loft Hamet l-r-Hide not thy face from me,'* 
cried he, embracing with fervor Abdallah's 
knees — " Oh ! eftablifh me in thofe paths 
of peace that thou haft fo fecurely trodden. 
Leave me not ! but, with thy laft breath, 
transfufe into my foul thy virtues !" — " I 
yield,'' . faid the delighted Abdallah. The 
blefling of Allah will ftill fupport the hope 
of the good ! Abenmuley ftiall again live to 
difpenfe comfort to thofe who forrow, and 
to feed with bread him who fainteth by the 
way. Hamet will emulate his piety and 
benevolence ; and Abdallah will clofe his 
eyes with joy.'- 

: The fon of Achmet was forgotten in the 
defcendant of Abenmuley; the treafures of 
the cavern became the fund of the necef- 
fitous ; and the profperity of Hamet was 
without envy, becaufe, like the dew of hea- 
ven, it was a.blefling to alL 
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%tntt XIII. 
THE SISTEllS, 

OK THE 

PROGRESS OF ENVY. 



You kho'w, my dear Eiiza, the unequal 
conteft which I have had lately to ' fuftain. 
In oppofition to you and your two formi- 
, dable auxiliaries, Mrs. Beaumont arid Dr. 
Mansfield. I have moft hcrbically inlifted 
.under the banners of common fenfe and 
daily experience, and endeavoured to main- 
tain that the judgment' which determines 
the human charader from the conformation 
of the countenance is falliacious, and the 
confidence it begets dangerous; for, al- 
though I am willing to allow Lavater to 
have been a man of great obfervation and 
acute penetration, I would not have trufted 
my honour, my happinefs, or my fortune, to 
the ha2ard of thofe rules which he has fo 

enthufiaftically 
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^nthufiaftically laid down as the unerring 
elements of the mod difficult of all human 
fclences, namely, the knowledge of the 
human heart. •» 

Your grandfather, whom, by common 
confent, we named umpire in this our debate, 
has not, I fufpeft, afted by me with his 
ufual impartiality* His decifion amounts 
only to that of fir Roger de Coverley ; and 
1 am not altogether iatisfied with his " Much 
may be faid on both fides of the queflion/' 
I aim at conqueft, at a complete viftory * 
over Fancy and Delufion, and a drawn batde 
will not fuffice me. 

I alfo fufpeft that. you, my Eliza, employ 
fome charm to beguile him of his honefly ; 
for I obferve, that when his eyes are rivetted 
on your face, my powers of reafoning are 
not attended to. This is not fair play. 

A few evenings finc-3, vou were fo elated 
by what you imagined an advantage gained 
over me, that, in the gaiety and triumph of 
your fpirits, you followed me into my drefT- 
ing-room on the party feparating for the 

nighty 
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^ifeht,and, ^ith muc||r eitultation^ you dreW 
a chain and alked me whether Dr. Mansfield 
iad. net completely foiled me. " No/* 
replied I, laughing at your eagernefs, "very 
i%t from it, for his face is an incontrovertible 
^proof of my arguments. Who, 1 pray you, 
amof^ the moft profound and moft acute 
.phyfiognomifts, would be able to difcover Dr. 
/Mansfield's real chara£ber by the rules of their 
art ? Would they expeft to fiind, under that 
cruihed forehead, thofe beetle brows, and 
that heavy, projecting lip, a benevolence 
•which has every human bemg for its^ object:, 
and an underftanding which has reached 
with eafe the higheft pitch of human attain* 
.ments ? I know not what qualities. of mind 
you learned difciples of Lavater would affix 
to his fingukr and grptefque countenance ; 
but I fufpeft fhrewdly, that, on firft encoua* 
• tering iti the moft polite Itranger would be 
tempted to ^are and to fmile." " They 
J would, by fo doiQg," anfwered you eageriy, 
'- *' giv^ me the ftr ongeft evidence of their own 
wai;jt; of penetration i for the very Angularity 
Yfi. iiu \ of 
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6f his' face marks a chara&er of miUdcto fe 
referenced i and difcemmtot ^wbuld iliftMl^ 
ly pronounce Dr. Mansfield's Whit *it i*. 
However, it ttiiift be confefled,'' GdAtinued 
you very dexteroiifljr, "'thatydu^hS^, mjr 
dear motber, omitted his- eyes !n'thei^mifl»- 
ration-ofHis defedlire feitures j htti^m^ywi 
deny that thefe are invitations tai6Vi^cihlW 
of Sorrow and Want, and the index to '4 
^eart and an underftanding of fuperror »&• 
trellence ?** 

IVhiffl. this effiifioitof elhieni ^afrdi* gWif- 
tude was paiTing your lips, my attetltiOn M/tCs 
'attrafted by 'a face, which convtertefci, fdr 
"flietinte, my incredufity in the a^t bF-phyfi- 
' ognomy. Your Father's fpirit aiiimatfed it 
The fame open candour Was felted* bn ymir 
' brow, the fame fmile dimpled yout theflc, 
and fpoke the gratified feelings-df Ibvte arid 
veneration for a man who has, frbni jrour 
infancy, been ufeful to you, I Was Tiibfltwa, 
my child. You faw my em:ott;oii> fecfciv^d 
with perlfivenefs my^ilefling, and tjuitted 
nre with »reluiftant fteps. * But iiiy xiiHd 

• • 'knowSc 
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knonJTS ^th^ from fuc!i tfloments bf^Veafcttefi 
herr tiiothet*has tierivid'ftifengtJi, 
• riiave from that ififee feft your ikvour- 
ites t6 'their triiimph. Laft Mohkfay 
eVenihgi tt hiSy Go^ldthorpe's pirty, 1 
ffirefted yonrattention toa young hdydT 
diftinguiifhdd bta'trty and d^ahce, whoW&i 
feated Aieirtis, atid iiHlp ip^eired, lUee ouir- 
telves, to be Imiei'ely a fp^Sbtor of the^aiti^ 
tkbfes. I defired yo*i to exaAikte her fecft 
hnnu'iliJy/iiid tbgivfeHieftnte feint to y<Dlif 
frfehds Mrs. Beaunioilt krid Dr. Man^feld. 
Yoti did not foi^t - iiiy mjufMftion > for tfei 
fymmetry and iovfeli'nefs ot it fcad attJ^aeiJ 
^otir Tiotfce, ahd I ofefertred Aat flerihefr of 
ybu^ftfeiids Was tihmritd&l of my orders, 
' On xym Teturu tiottie I afk^d j<>u: and' your 
Oracles the refult of yourexaminatitai. yx>b 
Were tionfe t)f you unprepared foV my ^^tef- 
fioh. ©r. Mansfietd boldly pronoxinCed 
rii^f he haS perceived in l*te^V'«:ion of 
ihifs S^iJfe^ beauiififl eye4)ri«t& a fiietful 
|)iietlfifh* tetapir. Mrs. BeauftjCiit bomeifdigd 
that theie . rather . tndicii(6d ^ 4' ibpferqilious 

pride 
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pride and a cold heart. You as warmly 
urged that fhe exhibited the moil gentle 
traits of mind and temper^ with a beaut^) in 
your opinion^ irrefiftible -, and you finifhed 
by aflerting that ihe was one ^^ that would 
be finned againft rather than fin." — ^Your 
grand&ther^ who had liftened to this conver- 
fation in filence, now fmiled^ and with fome 
archnefs of manner warned you to be on 
your guards reminding you that I was pre- 
paring a fnare for youj and that you well 
Icnew I was a Circe in my way. You 
lau^ed^ and faid you had no fear of fiiares 
that could never betray) and you continued 
to liften to feveral very fciwtific obfervations 
which the doftor, with the utmofl: gravity, 
produced for your further information in 
die art of phyfiognomy. 
- The hiftbry of mifs Amelia Saville will 
befl: evince niy puipofe, and eft:abli(h y<our 
grandfather's fagacity, who, contented with 
the knowledge he has of my aims and .ob- 
jefts m this world, as thefe relate to ,youi; 
fafety^ fay,: without ftudying my fece, that 
: : - I had 
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I had Ibme defign by renewing z fubjeft 
which had been already drfcuffed and dif- 
mifled. 

The mother of this beauttfbl creature, the 
lady who fat next her, is a widow of large 
and independent fortune. The heroine of 
my tale was about five years old when her 
father died, and fhe has a fitter about a year 
older than herfelf. 

Nature had not been lefs liberal in her 
gifts to Sophia, the eldeft of thefe girls, 
than to Amelia, whofe charms you have fo 
juftly admired ; and although their perfons 
and difpofitions had litde refemblance, they 
both promifed to realize the hopes of their 
reipedtable connexions. An unfortunate 
predileftion in favour of Amelia had been 
indulged without check or conflderation by 
her fond mother even before the death of 
Mr. Saville j and in the indulgence of a 
weak and unjuft partiality originated thofe 
evils which have menaced the fitters with 
deftruftion, and broken afunder thofe ties of 
Nature which fo effentially contribute to the 

happinefs 
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ceU^tioos and fiiendsrof the.Umily had per^, 

ceived Amelia's afcendency in her mother's 

hearti and had witnefled the power ihe 

«iurped over the m.ore timid and deli(:at^ 

$ophia. They cenfured her conduft, but fbr^ 

got^ in thetr zeal for juflrice^ the errors which 

betrayed themfelves into a cbndudl as per-. 

nicious as that which fo much oifended them^ 

They became partial in their turn, ^nd 

Sophia wa$ the declar^^ obje6b of theii: 

praifes and careffes. This oppofidon to 

Mrs. Saville's opinion only augment^ her 

tendemefs for a child " to whom no onQi 

was Icind but bftrfelf i" and fatisfied witl^ 

having fo oftenfible a plea wherewith tQ 

colour her weaknefe, Ihe daily became more 

fond of her idol, and more indifferent tq 

$ophia. It is needleis for me to remark qi| 

the probability of tb^fechjildren dir<?oi^,erii||g 

the benefits whjch ipring from love an4 

Qiutual good oHices, had they been le& t^ 

Hhe experience which muft hav^ mfvip&i, 

from more mature reafon^ and the ^omna<9} 

advantages 



dj^oipe: on e^i^h other. But d\e^ ccj^tyiua^ 
^Qflff^sjQi: f^yopr prpijuced v,eiy^ 4if^i;pnt 
^^f^,, ao4. AJch as, muft.ever be-^rp^uc^ 
V^,ii^ qtinds of, bpi^gs left to ^e^fu^ef-. 
^;?s,^4,ftiinulv.soi' felf-i^t?reft,. So^Riaj 
n^waVy dfiUc?^ ia conftitytiop, . tv^ How-t 
gy^. gpiitl^ ai)d tin^^4. Sl^S.ftiiT;iijli^'%i?j 
a competition which hara0j^ -aj!;!^, ff,ijidgr^ 
fef: fietfiii* % be9«ne penfiv^ .^d,|^e, 
^4. Weif\iUx Oa^e^ tl^pf^ vjhofe .piiy^ an^ 
l^fldpiefecdl h^th^rpbyk;^ of her mpthei^ 

m4pipdvf:ed,^e r^wtm?,"^ ^^.^17;^"^ 

4ifflpt#tl»^numl?W;o( ^9]^<^'^0'?»{? 
i£; I mijy ^pgjy tl^g wqrd, to the |jrefent 

fjj|>j^^ w^, ^ Mr. Gol^^y. He was' vjncle 

tp Mr. Sayille^ aod coi^fidered ast tl^ fuuife 

isien^ o,f his d^ildfei^, His integrity wi^ 

i^f^peachedj. and his manners in ibm^ 

lysfp^^s as unbending a^.his r^^itucle. He 

had, fome time before his nephew's death^^ 

jedr/^dfrom a vQry lucrative and fuccefsful 

Con^i|}p«:ej, v^hfph he hsjd condudt^ for 

Wx years"! ]^i|bon; ap4 ^is fettling in 

England 
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England was a circumftance of genenJ 
iatisfaftioa to his ftieftds. His attachment 
to Mr. Saville and the little girls was, from a 
man of hi$ temper, uriderftopd as an avowed 
intention of confidering them as die future 
heirs of his ainple fortune ; fbr every one 
khew that he was incapable of crufhing 
thofe expedtations which with r^on refulted 
ffom his couduft. 

On the event which hurried Mr. Savifie 
to an untimely grave, not a fliadow of 
doubt was entertained but that his children, 
were left to the guardianfhip of their good 
uncle, Mr. Goldby, imprefled by the fame 
idea, attended to the opening of thedeceafed. 
gentleman's will, and fbun^ to his furprife,^ 
that he had bequeathed his whole fortune to^ 
his wife, and that the children were left ta 
her unconditional will for the future provi- 
fion which his fortune might have amply 
fecured. 

The uncle was no lefs offended than fur- 
priled by a proof fo conclufiye, as he judgedjj 
of th^ undue influence of Mrs. Saville r and^^ 

fr?ink 
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frank and unceremonious by habit, he wiA 
lb me afperity of manner told the widow that 
ihe would do well to bear conftantly in mind 
that her hulband had left not only his fortune, 
but his good name, to her management, 
^' Take heed,** added he fternly, ^^ that you 
do not give ftrength to the opinion which 
experience has already eftablifhed, that a 
man muft be either a fool or a knave who 
leaves his children to the mercy of a wo* 
man." 

Mrs. Saville's rifing colour indicated her 
refentment of this freedom j but the confix 
derations of prudence checked her emotions 
of anger j and with tears Ihe affured him 
that it would be her conftant endeavour to 
fhow that her hufband had not forgotten his 
children in making their mother their fteward 
and guardian : as a proof of her intention, 
ihe implored his advice and afliftance in the 
exigences of the hour, adding, that ihe 
firmly refolved to be guided by him in every 
fubfequent meafure in which the intereft of 
ker children was concerned. Softened by a 

moderation 



mofi&^tlQnvihAfii lie di4 not ^xpp^tj d^ 
worthy oW m^^ es^t^ed ip^ct the bpfi^f^ 
pf the executorlhip wth zjea^^ V>4 fiw^ftj 
the surjr^ngemiepts of his nophew^s af^i^f 
with much s^dv^nt^ge to hi;^ widow, ^^s^ 
SaviUe was not . inf^nfible ta theffp.iiifb^ of 
J^indaofs,. oor forg^tfu} th^ ^t. Goldby \^ 
9. ibffwqfj of forty thqul^H^^i po:und^ tp Ipay^ 
.behiixi him at hi^ d^iii, Hi5t ai^thpriR^ ip 
Jier hQufQ w^f ho^YQver ea^ercifed iptHy 
with a view to the happinefs of the hp^iljr 
Ufc had been powerfully af traft^ to ^oghia 
ftQiTl bgjng the fr^u^t yfitpfifs, qf t;^ p^tUr 
tenp^ ftnd hafly t^fjiperof Aipqlia,: but J]ip 
•^^$ cpa juft to blw^ ^hj^ chilfi. for thp- v,ea|5j- 
.nefsof her ii^other ^ apd, wiph an iwjpa^tif^itf 
which ougl^t tp h^v^e cprreifled th^ ^roifs 
not only of that n>pfhpr but of tjie ffiei^fi? 
around h^i;^ ^ reprtoyed 91? enppwr^ed 
th^m with wifdDi?i and: gentlenefs as th^ 
merited. Pifcord ;in4 rivalfliip hac|,. how;- 
ever, tliieir t^cone in th,e i^Hrfery, an4 years 
had eft ablifhed their empire. Spgfii^ bi©Q^c 
fic^ly and peeyiib^ ^m^\m ^yr^ni^iical ami 

pert. 
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pe;t. Jn.thl$ mfmner they, re^ch^. JChek 
eleventh and twelfth yearsu;, wh^i Qned;i|r 
l^r^. Sayille ferioufly confulted Mf. Goldbjr 
on. dae expediency of placing Sophia in fi 
boarding-fchool, in order tp correft, tejr 
temper, and check the growing habits qf 
mdolence ; acknowledging thaj, being ^^^fe 
to feverity, flie coiild not permit mifs Gx^ih 
t|ieir pfiyate|;overnefs, taufe fiich difpiplipp 
.^. £b|e infiited was the on}y means froqi 
.whicl> (he looked fcr refoj?raatipn qjc i^ 
proy-ement in her pupil, Mj. QoldJi?ji 
who-had with compaffion fe^nin this pqg^ 
^ild nothing more than the efibi^/^f 
reprciled fpirits and weak healthy. oonp^^J^ 
Jiis feelings when this, propofal was placejl 
before him. He only gravely remarked, 
that Mrs. Saville coi^d not be a ftrapger tp 
Jxis. . preference of a domeftic education fqr 
^rls* who hd^ mpth^r^ tp, fi^pdjrintenii; ifl tlfe 
dirQ<aioii of th^m ; tfeat h^ wa». gojtig. for 
;t^^ wafoi. mprrtii& to hi$ retreat at Sprihg- 
vfqod i md that he wqu}4 t§ijcf Sophia wi^ 

hiiBi. t©iftlng tp. tbS:e&a|^ oC g»o4 air wd 
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exercife for her cure. The mother cheer- 
ftrily coniented to a meafure which enfured 
her an exemption from the endlefs cares of 
Iceeping her favourite in good humour, and 
her fiiler from indulgences which ihe thought 
hurtful to her. 

' The happy Sophia was immediately con- 
veyed by her uncle to his houle neat 
Rochefter, and placed under the care of 
his houfekeeper, a good and intelligent 
woman, who had as a parent gained fufii* 
cient experience for the proper regulatioft 
of the young patient's diet. Freedom and 
tranquillity feconded thefe meafures ; health 
returned with contentment i and the fretfd. 
complaining Sophia was pronounced by 
Mrs. Nuttleyto have" the temper of a dovfe 
and the fportivenefs^ of a lamb.*' It is true, 
Sophia forgot in the morning rambles with 
her uncle the two hours' leflTon at the piano 
which had been enjoined by mifs Green the 
governefs. The collar and the ftet-ftocks 
had been left at her uncte's town hbufe, and 
no one thought of them : not a fmgle 

attempt 
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attempt had been made to copy the draw* 
ings her govemefs had provided for her 
leifure hours : but Sophia had (ketched 
(jqzens of landfcapes from th^ fcenery 
around her, which had pleafed Mrs. Nuttlef , 
though they could not fatisfy herfelf : and 
as for needle- work or books, thefe were 
rarely thought of i for Mr. Goldby wa$ 
making her a parterre;, and chpfe fhe f^ould 
be at his fide to help him, and to chat. 
November reunited the family : the funburnt 
healthy Sophia was welcomed by her friends 
with wonder and delight, and received by 
her mother and mifs Green as a neglected 
fcholar and a fpbiled child. Diligence in 
recovering, her lofi time was injudicioufly 
enforced : the acknowledged fuperiority of 
^melia in her mufic and French did not 
fuffice \ Sophia was taunted and teaied by 
her tormentor for having cunnipgly made 
herfelf; a favourite with Mr. Goldby, and 
upbraided as a telltale. Again did the 
temper of the dove and the playfulnefs of 
the lamb difappear. hxx obilinate cougK 

* fucceeded, 
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15 ^itMi fymptbrhi of *fl fitfiflttf- 
hig kind, arnd in the feflowinjg fiiiiimer ikid¥ 
S^ophJa ^as jtidged to be in a-confutaiption.'* 
Abiout ^thih »time on <event took f>lat:e, to" 
ivfiich it is prdbaWe ihe was indebted for 
heflife^ ahd without iiiy doubt may it be 
feid, to uiiich fhe W^s indebted for her 
Iiapt)iftfc»s awd imprbveriient as a rational 
being. Mr. Goliby liad, dtiring his refi- 
d^RCt in -Lilboh, lived ori terms of the! 
ftfri^ft intimacy with his partner in bnfinefs. 
Tliis gentlema*! #as a native of Geiaeva, 
and had ftiafried an Englifh lady who rfefrdeJ 
with heir parents in the country near hirti, in 
tSvatfetir^mtent- which agreed with the me- 
dibcrity of their fortune* The death o? 
Afefe pilents teft thte young ind 'beautifiit 
daughter without .^ny other provision thalr 
flidt which refiilted froiti morifiexir Granger*^ 
itfeftioti, who, notwithftinding he had y^ 
h\i fortune t6 make, rtiarried her ih a flibrt 
fiitie aftei- fee became an orphan. Mr. 
GoHby -sagency, in the hands of PWvid^ce, 
^bitdufted monfic*uir Granger -rtot ohiy 'td 
" ^ lifbon 



lUShdn b\it to a^^^fei^ ; ~ 0ii6, #teA 1»: 
ai^» his widow #as Wt M 4^r <6llfe te 
p^iliiiiai^ ihtttt^rs. Th« tf^ frii^d and 
^f dp '6f Gl^tog^'b 'Kfet)eiGMDe a frntdr fbh 
the h^nd bf »iftda!infe Grahget^. Ske r^ufed 
his'e^r, bdt'refediined hi^ heatt ; ai^ be 
ijtiitted ^Portugal feme TeW yeats 6fter, With 
ah opiMon which tihie had juftified^ ihstt few 
could eoAlend with mad^rne Gmngbr on; 
Ae fcoft f>( merit and talents. 
^An iipexpefted iahd confidentbte kgttcf: 
m>m a ifelTiote branch of her mother'* 
fefnilf ftrtnifioAed ihadaihe Granger to 
Englairf, and fhe fbund her friend Mn 
GbWby aft hk 4toure at Sprihiwood tiftdet 
tfete utmoft anljciety ;fbr the fate of pobr 
Sophia. it«Was not difiitult to perceive, on 
theotie hind, the tntereft Which he took in 
tills child's preietvation, and on the other, 
has 'opinidn of tholfe tneafures her mother 
h^adopted, and which he pronounced had 
"bec*i, and would be, the ddllruAion -of th* 
*tWi. . Happy to 'be ufeTiU to the objeft ot 
l*^grii^6udeafld'venctation, toadameGran-^ 
7 ger 
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gcr tMg^ly prppofed to him Sophia^s te^ 
tjurning. home with her^ - and tall$;e4 in the 
moft encouraging terps pf the falubrity of 
the air and . iit\iatioa of her houfe> which 
was placed on a fpot peculiarly beneficial 
to the invalid, and to her /' a paradife." 
This plan was referred to Mrs. Savilkj with 
a peremptory affertion on the part' of Mr. 
Goldby, th^t he was of opinion nothing 
could fave the girl's life but the ej^periment 
propofed. Mrs. Saville confented to Sophia's 
removal^ and early in September" the trl? 
Tellers fet out for Falipouthj under the 
efcort of Mr. Goldby and Mrs. Nuttley, 
who after two months' refidence in madame 
Granger's. *' paradife" returned to Englandi 
The voyage, though tedious, had been 
lalutary to the invalid, and the phyficians 

. * - • • ^ • • * - 

had a reafonable ground for hope, by finding 
the heftic fymptoms leflening every day. 
Her youth and madame Granger's vigilance 
affifted their prefcriptions, and in a year 
Sophia was again recovered to comparativi? 
health. From this time madame Granger 

had 
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had a r^compciife bxr ivfaich (he hz/A moife 
flfao caileiilatioiis^ Sophism's taopxovfimate 
eonftituted her fiifl; enjayniailB ; aod in thfe 
-^onfcigufhefs of halving for^ied hjsf to be an 
^k^edt foj general praife and efteem, (he ^o^ 
got for a time the unceitajntemireibjr.vduch 
(he retakied the pride and conxfort <^her 
jowh axiftdnc^. Colleding sproiind her ijie 
j}d% and moft euitivated fotdetjr, (he &ci- 
^ted to her pupil the ImxMBiedgeand u(fi aS 
every polite language, and faw ivith malei^- 
i>al delight the flender and delicate girl gra- 
xiually exMbiting all this graces af youdi and 
health, ^h the modefty and fweetnefs of a 
meel^ and feminine tempar and a well ii^ 
formed underftanding; 

Mr. Goldby^s inter&rence had been niore 
4ileful to madan^e Grange than the r^ovts 
ivhich reached England by m^ins jof thofe 
.^ho had feei^ Sophia 4|ujng their fearch £or 
health. Madame Granger's pupil was the 
^dl&borate theme of praife and admiration of 
-d^ returned tntv^rs, ld)o copcaired that 
|hey could not nu>re «ffe£)iiially pifaid Mrs. 
^ VOL. III. K Saville, 
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Saville, or better gratify the curiofity of 
the fifter, thsui by defcanting <ni thb fubjed^ 
The mother thoi:^t the girFs head would be 
turned^ by feemg the whole corps diploma^ 
Hfue bowing and complimenting aroimd 
her; and that a girl of fixteen had fome<> 
diing better to do than to figure in a circle 
every erening. Mr. Goldby maintained 
that fuch circles as madame Granger's were, 
under her guidance, the befl paths to wi£> 
dom and difcretion; and that if Sophia were 
recalled ihe would be dead in a year. More 
was included in this predidion than met the 
ear. The mother underftood him; for ihe 
perfeSIy knew that AmeUa had not forgotten 
" the art of tormenting.^* 

She was aware that Amelia already dread- 
ed the return of a fifter to precede her in the 
notice of the world; and ihe quietly permit- 
ted madame Granger to enjoy a bleiGng 
which fhe well knew fhe ihould not find to 
be one under her own roof. But when this 
^^ charmmg daughter" approached her eigh- 
teenth year, and Mrs. Saville heard every 

one 
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bne afkkig her, with expreffions of furprHe^ 
*' how fhe contrived to Kve without fo fweet 
a girU^' Ihe thought it time to renew heK 
claims to the maternal character; and ihe 
peremptorily gave Mr. Goldby to under- 
(band, that ihe could not be fatisfied with an 
abfence fo ufelefsly procrailinated. He en- 
gaged to be in Lifbon for the purpofe of re- 
ftoring to her the " long banished Sophia:*! 
and he kept his promife; for early in the 
autumn he was an inmate with madame 
Granger: and the preparations for Sophia's 
iiietum and madame Granger's vifit to Mrs. 
Saville were in fbrwardnefs, when Sophia 
was attacked by the meailes, and was for 
fome days extremely ill. Her medical friend 
perceived at once all the confequences likely 
to refidt to a patient fo deHcajte as Sophia, 
from a change to a climate fo obvioufly un- 
friendly to the cough which is incident to 
this malady. He cautioned Mr. Goldby on 
the fubjed:; who without lofs of time trans- 
mitted to her mother the caufe of their delay, 
and his refolution of paifing the winter with 

his 
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hik VAan firietub. Mt%. Savill^ cotifoled 
ka&lf ttiider this difappoiittiMiii, by intrc^ 
iucing ixOD fociety her b^utiful alid accom» 
pliflicd Amefia^ who had then attained her 
ferianteenlih year, and whofe preteniioiB tQ 
grn^t^ idiiiiradoa and finrow iu>ne wem dit 

pvtfedtD dii^AItB. 

^ iThe wiiiter pafied hs^pily ton both fides of 
the ivqter, and thi tfane approached for ditt 
^a^l^earaaoe of the expeded madame Gram 
ger and h^ compaoiDiis. All was in readi« 
a^ in Ciiffoad^ftreet; and every faoorwai 
coated by Mrs. ^avilky who felt . ihe va» 
dMr bufy in her boCbm in proportion as fimcy 
dwek en the r^utadon of her daughter. At 
diis moment fire received a vffit of ceiisnumy 
i^m^a ycumg baionet and his imcle. Theiir 
gentlemen were recently rdtumed from the 
eontinent after an abfence from England, 
ptolonged beyond the ufnal period given 
for what is. called the Gmnd Toiar; and 
which tmie had been affidnoofly cuhivaited by 
fir George Lifter under the guidance of his 
ancle, guardian, and fnend. 

Mrs. 
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Mrs4 Satville received ^th the titii¥>ft C9i> 

long fciiQ^, and vje^ed wi^ admiralioQ 
^ ]fOimg bar, who^ as a boy^ h^ fo often 
{)Iet^ her 2td Mr. Savilie* His manly and 
i^gnilled perfosi^ and the eafe and poUten^i 
of hja nmiAersj, were not loit UfMHi hen He 
.vras at thi$ tUxie four^ or five-and^tweniCy, and 
in the ppfleifion of an eftate of fiv^ 4ioi^^ 
pounds p^ annum, which a long niinority 
had improved. His uncle wa$ a bacfaelori 
md h?id given up a rich benefice, §or the 
pmpofe of Vacating Ms only hope <^ ^ 
intient faiaiuly, who became his fole care at 
ihfi age of foiarteen. The vifitorfe foon 4ie^ 
l^artied, but not before they had ei^aged to 
dine in CUfford-ftreet on the following day) 
%d Mrs* Savilie was left to the train of ideas 
^ich inf^andy fucceeded to the baronet's 
J^ otieei^ful and friandly adieu. 

Aiiielia, who was iirom. home at this cki- 
jtksll jEOoment, was informed at her return of 
the vifitors whom fhe had miffed feeing: and 
id>e .mothw; plated by the idfions of' her 

fancy. 



134 

fancy, could not help communicadhg to her 
daughter a portion of her own chimerical 
hopes. The rank, the fortune, the perfonal 
advantages of fir George were pourtrayed 
and highly extolled; and the fubjeft iiniflied 
by Mrs. Saville's faying, "(he well knew his 
uncle ardently wifhed to fee him married, 
and fhe was certain that a daughter of his 
old and intimate friend Mr. Saville would 
not want his interdt to recommend her to 
his nephew." 

The youthful and ambitious Amelia from 
that moment thought herfelf fecure, and pre- 
pared for a conqueft worthy of her. A 
imall family party aiTembled to meet the tra- 
Tellers, and all was eafe and cheerfiilnefs 
around Mrs. SaVille*s well ordered table. 

Amelia was elated by the vifible admira^ 
don which her beauty had produced in the 
baronet's mind. He was gay aiid affiduous. 
She thought him* handfome and agreeable, 
and by much the befl drefled man ihe had 
ever feen. 

After dinner,^ the circle, by common 

agreement. 
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agreement, adjourned to the mufic parlour : 
here Amelia difplayed a voice and an execu« 
tion well calculated to fafcinate lir George, 
who was not only an amateur, but a capital 
performer on the violoncdjk). Sbngfucceeded 
fong, and concerto followed concerto* Sir 
George was charmed with the melody of a 
vcMce which few can equal. And to the libe- 
ral praife he beilowed on this endowment of 
nature, was added his tribute to the fkill of 
Amelia's mufic-mafter. In the midH of an 
Italian fong, in which Amelia, freed from 
the timidity natural to her age, was pouring 
forth her melodious notes, the door of the 
apartment was fuddenly opened, and Mr.; 
Goldby with eager joy introduced Sophiai 
and her dear madame Granger. Mrs..Sap> 
ville, furprifed, yielded to the fweet impulfe 
of the moment : (he rufhed to meet the em- 
brace of her child, who, (inking into her 
arms, mingled her tears with her mother's, 
and fobbing faid, "Oh, I am too happy!** 
Madame Granger was welcomed by the fur« 
rounding friends of the femily with demon* 

ftradons 
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fbadon of pleafor^ and gradhide. Amelia 
hpA advanded^ and \ddi {ame emodofi had 
takai the hatid of Sophia. She felt the 
pttSufe^ Md heard the lifter's welcome. She 
mttied ffdin her ia(l0ther's bofom, aad» exw 
trading her arms, excIaumed/^My dear fifter! 
fkf (kai* Amelia! 1^ this embrace unite lid 
for even" The girls wept, and a paufe en^' 
filed. 

Sir Oe6r^ imd histihcle, who, during 
Ais tumultuous fcetie of joy, had retired to 
Ae bdw i^^ndow as onbhferved fpedators^ 
Verif now perceived by Mr. Goldby, who^ 
Witti all thd fi^Lliknefs and ardour of his na-' 
tore," welccsned his old acquaintance, tod, 
miiftg fir George's hand, faid, ** Gome, let 
me introducse you to my girl, who has been 
^ long a ftrang^r to her own country as 
yourfelf: aadto truft to appearances," added 
diie gdod tM man, fhsddng tHe uncle's hand, 
^* n^^r you hor myfelf have been Ibfingotir 
time*" The baronet, ** nothing loth," foU 
low^d, his cdndudbr. Sophia was feated be-» 
tmm her motiber Ind^fii&en Her agitation 

had 
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bad iUbfided) but her humid ^yes ^dded tb 
ihe foft expreflion of gratified tendemefs a 
glow of delight which gave animation to a 
£ice conunoiily judged too pale, for hec 
tomplexion was remarkable for its delicacy^ 
She had uncdnfcioufly taken off her ridiiig'« 
hat, and by this means gave freedom to a 
{MTOfufion of very light auburn hair, which 
&11 in difordered ringlets on her foiiehead aind 
fiioulders. She rofe to receive the ftranger's 
ccH^ipliment, and with a fweet fmik told 
him, that if abfence from thofe he loved ha4 
been, like hets, balanced by fuch ha^pinei^ as 
flw theti ^s|)erienced, fhe could not for ati 
kt&xat doubt of the fineerity of his congra^ 
tuiations« Amelia now propofed retiring with 
her filler to her dreffing-room : but this mo* 
tlon was overruled. The travellers had flept 
at Springwood. No one was fetigued, and 
fhe converfation became eafy and pleafant. 

Sir Geoi]ge Lifter admired beauty; but 
be was fuperior to its fafcinating powers over 
die underftanding. He had, without any 
hazard of his peace, admired the beautiful 

Amelia 
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Amelia Saville; and, with thefranknefs and 
politenefs of a well bred man, he had not 
concealed hivS approbation of fuch attradions 
as (he difplayed. But, before the party fepa- 
rated, he found that fymmetry of features and 
brilliancy of complexion had a formidable ri- 
val, when contrafted with the modeft and 
unobtruding charms of the unadorned So- 
phia ; and that voice which at the inftni^ 
ment had *' rapt his foul in elyfium" was 
thought harfli when he liftened to the foft ac- 
cents of Sophia, who, with the accuftomed 
eafe which had refulted from being in ra- 
tional fociety,converfed without reftr2dnt,and 
fpoke with efteem of feveral gentlanen with 
whom fir George and his uncle had been on 
terms of in^timacy. 

Let it fuffice, that fir George retired with 
• the conviftion that Sophia was not only a 
beautiful girl, but an amiable and cultivated 
young woman: and Amelia, not lefs afiured 
of the efFefts of her charms, contemplated at 
eafe, on her pillow, the day of triumph which 
thefe had fecured to her.; and Ihe fmiled on 

recolleft- 
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recolle£dng the " nonfenfe" (he had heard • 
i^roni the mouths of travellers who had been 
at Lifbon, relative to a girl whom fhe was 
certain they had never known. This delu- 
fion on the p2St of vanity was for a time 
iifeful, and fupported Amelia in thofe ex- 
ternal compliances which decorum exa£ted 
in refpeQ: to her filler, who had apparently 
forgottai every fliadow of former offence, 
and who thought her, what in truth flie was, 
a moft lovely and accomplifhed yoimg wo- 
nian. Harmony was thus feemingly efta- 
bliihed, and Mrs. Saville's houfe was the 
abode of cheerfulnefs. 

Madame Granger, in whofe mind the 
banks of the Tagus had receded in the fame 
degree as her intereft in Sophia became the 
governing principle of her Kfe, liftened with 
complacency to Mrs. Saville's entreaties 
of palling fome months with her; and Mr. 
Goldby gave her plainly to underltand, that 
months would not content him. 

The various engagements that the return 
cS Sophia occafioned now yielded to the 

ufual 
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ttfual r6utliie of Mrs. Sarille's 1if«( ;iad flsot 
began to coniider vitii dmiofity fir QtorgfSf 
who, as well a^ his unde^ tvas beconlea 
very frequent . gueft. The unaSefled gaid^ 
of his maimers, and the ftri& fxropriety of 
his condudi, led to no difcovery which could 
fatisfy Mr& Sarille. She perceived only Aat 
he was become a favoinite with all hcf 
family connexions, the idol of Mr. Goldby^ 
and the fhadow of madanae Grangier« Ame* 
lia's penetradon went beyond her jtiother'ai 
and her wounded vanity fought its cure in 
an aifunied iiidiiFerence. Her refeitoi^iltt 
fhe conceived, had an objeft widboo its powiMT 
and reach, and fhe began to ihow Sophia 
that flie had not forgotten thedifputes of tb* 
nurfery. But, to her extreme . fiuprife, &e 
foiuid a calm and fleady ^rebuke, in A^ 
{ilace of the iubmiflion .whkh fhe had eso* 
pe&ed. The contcfts of childhood could not 
be again renewed^ and the mild and courtd- 
ous behaviour of Sophia baffled her petu- 
fejECe and overawed her rudenefe. The iMbrk- 
ings of her Bttle maBoe were jairftfored leiy 

reafon. 
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reaSbn^ or dtfreganied; and Amelia reeeive^ 
firom the well-govemed temper and fapeiior 
vnderftanditig of her Mitr a (defeat, wluich, 
in pnc^ordbn as k moiTtified h^, Uicreafed 
Aa malignity cf hk iktjet. 
'.. Sir GfloiJ^fboii reinavedall Mrs.^ville's 
doxibts by an^ applieatioii for het confent 
and: icDncurrqure' in die' porpoCes of his 
heart; oand IxieQd'.not fay thlt Sophia was 
Ifae Dbjel^ itibught^ • His overtures wer^ 
wo^jed ^vith . nsore fiatdy referve than die 
occaikin called fiorf but as Mrs. Saviile 
triiely confid^ed. that her rejedion of fir 
George for .one of her daughters could not 
ivith any probability of fuccefe fecure him 
isx die oduer; and as he had contrived to 
\pasn a iriehd in every member of her hu£. 
i)aind^s! £uhily, flie found a difEcuky in re*- 
prcffing his hopes, or fikncing his folid. 
tadoits. Her fiivourable qiiniDn of his 
mezit had been loudly prociaimed; his 
fortune aaid his rank had yet thdr allure^ 
ments ; and Mrs. SavUle fubmitted, with 

a filent contempt for his preferenccj to 

pretenfions 
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pretenfions which ihe could not well con* 
tradid. 

Sophia, with the cold confent of her 
mother, was left to the dediion of her 
heart; and this was in favour of a ihan not 
only efteemed but beloved by all who knew 
his worth. Amelia thought it expedient tb 
be delighted on this occafion, and with af« 
feAed congi^tuladons endeavoured to inipo& 
on a ilfter who perfectly underftood her, and 
who received them with a fimple acknow- 
ledgment and unconftrained cheerfiihiefs. 

I am now come, my Eliza, to the more 
interefting part of my little narrative; and I 
am tempted to give it you in madame 
Granger's own words, fince thefe will re- 
mind me of a woman who fo fuddenly 
pleafed me, that I was, during the time ihe 
paffed under this roof, adifdple whom Lavater 
would not have refufed. You will percdve, 
however, that fhe had a talifman about her as 
powerful as a countenance beaming with 
fenfe and fweetnefs. 

" My Sophia,'* faid madame Granger, 

" was 
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^^ was not long in difcoveiing that the leaver 
(Hll predommated in her fifter'$ heart; h\A 
the cautious and dignified girl fo condui£):ed 
herfelf that it required fome ingenuity tp 
find a fubjeft for difpute. Caprice was un- 
heeded, requefts were indulged, and rude- 
nefe was gently rebuked, by obferving ' that 
they were no longer children/ Mifs Amelia 
attempted to make a ufeful inftrument of 
me: (he told Mrs. Saville that Sophia loved 
no one but her dear madame Granger. Un- 
fortunately Mrs. Saville had herself taken ^ 
fismcy to madame Granger, and faw little 
for furprife in an attachment ' fo naturalj^' 
to ufe her own words. Foiled in this at- 
tempt flie tried another. It fucceeded better. 
" Mrs. Saville became offended by Mr. 
Goldby^s conftantly calling Sophia ' his 
girr, and following her like her fliadow, 
whilft poor Amelia was fcarcely noticed.'* 
The frank-hearted Mr. Goldby acknowledged 
the charge, and alleged for his apology 
certain figns- of contempt for him and ill 
humour to all which mifs Amelia had per- 
mitted 
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mkted to efcape her. * She is a beauty/ 
ftdded the old . gehttemjin, ' • who cannot 
bear to fee a rival near. Ae throne. Let fir 
Oeorge fettle this bulinefe. When Sophia is 
married, I may fall in love with Anaelia.' 
Tlie mother, unprovided with any reafonabfe 
wguments for poftponing the marriage^ 
yielded a cold confent for its being e<mcluded 
in the ^ring; and fir George made his bow 
of thanks for a conceffion in his favour 
which his merit and fortune might have re- 
-qmred to have been more graeioufly made. 
But even this term of expeftation was ren- 
dered vexatious by the fertile expedients 
which this mifchievous girl employed. She 
became fond of her future brother, teafed 
him with her monkey tricks and childifh 
playfulnefe ; and when, weary of her fedly, he 
'^udeavoured to divert it from himfelf, flie 
would with a farcaftic finile obferve that 
Sophia looked as jealous as a wife and as eld 
as ^ Lady Reftlefs.* The perfefl: ^fregard 
fhown to fpeeches of this kind had their 
eflfeftj but Mrs. Saville innocently hdped 

her 
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her to another trial of Sophia's temper. 
Unequal to the late hours in London, Ihe 
had found by experience that neither her 
health nor pleafures were equal to. public 
places and crouded apartments. Amelia 
was never contented at home; and the fe- 
tigued Mrs. Saville found fir George an ufe- 
ful efcort, and an afliduous proteftor in the 
tumult of a fefliionable place of rendezvous. 
" One evening poor fir George was fum- 
moned to his exafted duty from Sophia's 
fide, who was flightly indifpofed with a cold. 
His rueful looks excited my mirth, and he 
quitted us with undiflembled vexation, well 
knowing the latenefs of the hour when the 
affembly would break up. We retired to our 
repofe, and fufpended our curiofity till the 
breakfafting hour of the ladies: it was a late 
one; and our inquiries were fuddenly check- 
ed by mifs Amelia's formal complaint of the 
impertinence and ofEcioufnefs of fir George 
Lifter, whofe behaviour was intolerable! 
Mrs. Saville's defence of the abfent culprit 
was not lefs warm, and in her refentment 
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(he hinted that ihe ftood In need o£ a frf 
George Lifter to check her ui public. We 
were filent, and at length underftood that 
the handfomeft and by far the moft ele- 
gant man in the Iroom had applied to the maf'* 
ter of the ceretnonies to introduce him as a 
candidate for her hand in the dance^ ^ On 
Norris^s pointing him out to me,' continued 
the fair narrator, ' I inftantly recoUefted that 
I had feen him a few mornings fmce in 
Chriftie's au^on rooni, arm and ^rm with 
the young duke of *" ■ " ■ , who prefented 
him to the ladies of his party. I confequently 
bowed in acquiefcence with his requeft., and 
Norris left me in order to condufl: him to mej 
when fir George^ feeing him advance, per- 
emptorily declared to my mother that I 
ihould not dance with a ilranger, difquali- 
fied for ever being in her fociety under any 
Other title;; and, before I could fpeak, my 
paother faid I was engaged to that abomina* 
ble fcare-crow, rny coufin William. Colonel 
Ofmond, for that is his name, looked fur* 
prifed, and well he 4night! but he politely 
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pleaded my lat6 condefcenfion. t cannot 
retraft my promife^ faid my mother to him, 
tpldly quitting her feat, and drawing me into 
die croud. But I attribute all this rudenefs to 
iir George, vrho aiTumes an authority in this 
&mily to which I will not fubnut/ The mo* 
th^ in h&r turn rdated this vexatious cirw 
cumftance, and reminded ttkifs Amelia that 
fir George had told her in their way home 
that colonel Ofmond was a gambler by pro* 
feffion, and purfued a courfe of profligacy 
which was not tolerated even in Paris, where 
he was excluded from every refpedable fo- 
ciety, * What, I fuj^fe,' faid Amelia with 
contempt, * from fuch refpedable fociety as 
fir George Lifter and his Jofeph Andrews I 
Be this as it'may, in London colonel Ofmond 
Is the Britifli officer, and a gentleman who 
will not fuSer this rudenefs to pafs unnoticed. 
I faw that he peife&ly underftood the impe^ 
diment to his approaches, and the imperti'* 
nence which produced it/ Poor Sophia 
turned pale, and a burft of tears prev^ted 
ber fainting: the well known knock was 

given. 
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given, and fir George entered the room. The 
^ufe of Sophia's alarm and diforder Avas 
foon explained by me, and with the utmoft 
ferioufnefs he afiured Sophia, that there was 
nothing in his condud: to provoke the re* 
fentment of the noble colonel Ofmond, how- 
ever imfortunately his interference had ope- 
rated with her fitter. * He knew me,* added 
he, ' and he knew that I was no ftranger to 
his chara^ler : my difcretion will content 
him in future, without dancing with my fair 
sister* The event verified this obfervation: 
we heard no more of colonel Ofmond." 
: " This flretch of brotherly authority, pro- 
bably produced a new whim, which however 
relieved the mother and the gentleman-ufher 
from their fatiguing offices. A reconciliation 
took place between mifs Amelia andherfen- 
tijnental friend, a mifs. Clara Frofl,. whofe 
refidence was in the fame flreet, and within 
half a dozen doors of Mrs^Saville^s habitation. 
We had never feen this amiable young lady, 
whofe feelings had been wounded by the fup- 
pofed neglefit of mifs Saville : and the 

good- 
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goodnatured mother allowed that Clara had 
fome reafon for the accuiation, having been 
her conftant companion till fhe went into pub- 
lic. Amelia confeiTed that fhe had been to 
blame; but the affair was made up, and fhe 
would convince mifs Froft that, though gid- 
dy, Ihe was not ungrateful. Thefe concef- 
fions led to the account of mifs Froft's mo- 
ther; 'An invalid....not too affluenL...but, 
as an officer's widow, faw good compatoy at 
her card parties.' She was at this period 
confined to her bed-room with the rheuma- 
tifin ; and in the ardour of renewed friend- 
fliip a frame of embroidery was fent to 
Clara's in order to work there, and amufe 
the poor prifoner. Sir George was left to 
his * foft nonfenfe,' and Sophia to prepare 
her bridal ornaments. 

" It is neceffary my dear Mrs. Palmerftone," 
continued madame Granger, " that I here 
mention an incident which will have its im- 
portance before I finilh my ftory; in the 
mean time fufier it to pafs as one of the &c» 
amples in favour of a courteous and fweet 
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(emper* One morning an exceedingly pretty 
youilg ivoman. Whom Sophia had more 
than once noticed for her modefty and in^ 
genuity, in the milliner's fhop which (he oc^ 
calionally ufed, broij^bt to Mrs. Savilie'a 
houfe fome articles of fafhion for oi]ir choice*. 
The day was cold and rajny, and the poor 
girl^ fatigued, bemired, and cold, entered So^t 
phials dreiling^room with confufion, and b&i 
gan to untie the bandbox which was large 
toough to have fheltered her as well as the 
hats. * You muft reft and dry your fhoes^ 
riiy deai" young lady,' obferved the gentle 
Sophia, ' before I can decide on any thing:, 
will you fit dowii here, or go to the houfe^. 
keejper's room who will aflift you \ * The 
young woman with a bluih preferred Mrs^ 
Rawley's good oi&ces, and faid fhe had beeit 
lUbjefi: to fevere colds fince ihe lived in Lon-. 
don. In due time ihe appeared dry and 
warm« We detehhiaed on our purchafes) 
, arid Sophia fent the popr young and delicate 
creature home in a hackney coach, with a 
note tarefiilly folded in her hand, which, 

with 



with a fmile of benevolence, (he bade her 
open, and tijen fhow to her employer, as a 
J)roof that (he had been detained by mifs Sa- 
ville. In this paper (he had folded up half-a- 
guinea, obfervihg to me that the poor thing 
could not wear her clothes again without 
waihihg. There was nothing in this aftion 
to furprife me, though it did Mrs,Swlle; and, 
with fome emotion in her msmner, fhe faid, 
^ You are a good creature Sophia l* Nothing 
more was added, and we forgot this proof of 
confideration for the comforts of others, in 
the uniform attrition which Sophia gave to 
thofe around her. 

" In April the whole family removed to 
Mrs. Saville*s houfe near Reading ; and Mr. 
Goldby, who would now bear no contradic- 
tion, infifted* that fir George fliould not be 
refiifed a neft in that houfe, in whiqh in a 
few days he would have the claims of a fon. 
Grateful for ^ munificence which had placed 
Sophia on an equality with fir George, in 
the eyes of prudent calculators, Mrs. Saville 
yielded with a good grace to this infringe-* 
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ment of the laws of etiquette i and, won by 
his merit, and flattered by an alliance fo re- 
fpedable, (he became proud of her future 
fon-in-law, and cordially forgave him his 
preference of Sophia. The lawyers and fir 
George were ftill tardy ; but we were happy 
and gay. Mifs Amelia was now a new cha- 
rader ; and, with all the enthufiafm of her 
dear mifs Frofl, ihe talked in raptures of the 
charms of rural life, the rifing fun, the ra- 
diant mildnefs of the moon, the enamlUed 
meads, and the tuneful chorifters of the 
grove. And we concluded, by the punftu- 
ality and fize of her letters to her dear Clara, 
that flie amufed her friend and gratified her 
own fancy by fending her the poetical effu- 
fions of her pen. Sir George, who had loft 
his dread of offending Mrs. Saville in the 
enjoyment of her favour, relaxed in his fub- 
miflions to her idol. He was an early rifer 
and walked before breakfaft. Once or twice 
he encountered mifs Amelia in thefe walks, 
who returned with him in the higheft fpirits, 
and wearied us with her fublime defcriptipns 
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of fcenely never before enjoyed by her. Sir 
George flightly wrencHed his ancle, as he 
saidj and he rode before breakfafl:, taking 
his fervant and his dog with him. At this 
jundure Mn Goldby had an attack from 
the goutj and we became more ftationary: 
fir George was our lefturer, and mifs Ame- 
lia, forgetting the charms of nature, endea- 
voured to rival Mr. Goldby's ' dear nurfe* 
in her aifiduities in the fick room; which 
wasfoon, however, cheerful; for neither the 
crutches nor cloth-fhoe could damp the fa* 
tisfadion of the worthy old man. He counted 
the days as they pafled, and engaged to dance 
at the wedding without either of his ftiackles, 
though he had only fix days grace before 
him to get on his legs. At this precife pe- 
riod our female Machiavel judged it time for 
her coup d'effai, which was intended to 
plunge her whole family into defpair. On 
retiring for the night, flie accidentally heard 
fir George fay that he fhould not want his 
horfe, meaning to walk to a gentleman's 
houfe in our neighbourhood. To his vex- 
ation. 
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ation, u jt will foon appear, he faw mift 
Amelia in his path/ who, with great gaiec^r 
faluting him, alked him whether his engage^ 
inent was Co hreaLkfyii at Mr. Nefbit^s. He 
tepHed in the negative; but with fome hefita* 
tion added, * Unlefs he forces me to flay/ *He 
will hardly do that,* anfwered fhe, * for his 
groom paffed me five minutes fince and told 
me his mafter was at Reading. So we will have 
a ramble and return together/ Sir George 
had no negative ready for this propofal, and 
they took a circuitous routid to the park^ 
mifs Amelia being the leader. Oti their re- 
turn to the houfe, which was at our break- 
fyitt. hour, fir George found Sophia and my-* 
felf in the garden, quietly waiting the tru-^i 
'ant*s return, ^nd perfeftly at our eafe in 
refpeft to Amelia, one of the men fervants 
having met the wanderers, and told me that 
they \yere walking together. Sir George was 
difqcnxippfed, and heated by the fim; he fat 
down and eomphined of fatigue, and taking 
off his hat, and wiping his manly and glow-, 
^g face, he added, I fhall not be furprifed 
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if your fifter has walked up a fever this mom^ 
iDg; ihe is fo weary andheated, that (he is 
gone to her room^ left her mother fhould be 
tngry at her imprudence. Why did you 
permit her to walk f<f long, and fo far, afked 
I. * I remonftrated/ anfwered he gravely^ 
* but it vras in vjun ; fhe would perfift in her 
folly/* We entered thebreakfaft room; and 
on being told that Amelia was with her mo« 
ther, quietly proceeded to our morning re-^ 
paft, of which Mr. Goldby partook for the 
lirft time fmce his convalefcence. Inle&, 
than an hour he ^^ fummoned: ^ Mrs^ 
Saville wanted to fpeak to him ;* and the 
maid fervant who delivered this nxeflage tdd 
xns that niifs Amelia was^ . ihe believed^ 
iUIeep in her lady's bed; being quite over-, 
come by her walk, and ha^f dead with the 
head ach*' 

•' Sir George took the newspapers and be* 
gan to read, ahd we appUed to our work* 
bags. Sometime elapfed; when the door 
opened, and Mr. Goldby, with an inflame^ 
Countenance, and a, total forgetfulneJfe of hi»; 
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crutches, entered the room; and finking 
into a great chair yielded for fome moments 
to the violence of his paffion. ' By G-d!* 
laid he, eameftly looking at fir George, ' I 
believe it is all a lie! you are not a villain: 
It is impof&ble! and I will fupport your ho- 
nour with my life, if it be neceffary. Order 
your chaife: we muft leave this infernal 
houfe for a time. Sophia,' added he, ^be easy^ 
I am your proteftor; and in the abfence of 
this man, believe him* to be an injured one. 
I am fure of it; for no one who deferves the 
name of Tnan could have merited the accu- 
lation with which he (lands charged by your 
filler: but I know her,' added he, gnafhing 
his teeth, ' and bitterly ihall fhe repent of 
this mifchief !' Sir George^ pale and mute 
with furprife and difmay, turned towards 
Sophia his imploring, anxious looks. She 
was coUefted and calm, and rifmg took her 
uncle's hand. * If,' faid (he, *any additional 
fupport were neceffary to this trial of my 
fortitude and patience, beyond that which 
Providence has gracioufly fupplied, I Ihould 
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find it in the fuftaining proof that you are ^ 
the vindicator of fir George Lifter; and that 
my confidence in his principles, and faith in 
his love, defended by fuch an advocate, can- 
not be cenfured as the woman's weaknefs. 
But your Sophia, my dear and revered 
father and beft friend, has a joy you know 
not yet, though you live only for her happi- 
nefs! I will have the pride of heart of fhow- 
ing to you and all the world, if it be necef- 
fary, that fir George Lifter is ftill worthy of 
the good man's favour and confidence* Suf- 
pend your departure. It is here that your 
prefence is needfuL I am going to my mo- 
ther. Alas!* added fhe, burfting into tears, 
' I cannot fave her from anguifh, though I 
can fir George from the ftigma of diflionour." 
She beckoned me to follow her, and inftantly 
quitted the gentlemen. 

" We repaired to Mrs. Saville's bed room j 
flie was ftill greatly agitated, . and refentment 
appeared in her glowing cheek and difturbed 
air. On our ^taring, Amelia was on the bed 
and weeping. . She concealed her face in the 
: ' pillows. 
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pltotrs, and made no reply to our inqtimai 
IcQ^eding her health* ^ I wiihed, ' ohfenred 
Ae motherwith an aif of vexation^ ^toha,ve 
h^an hourto myfelf; but my ordm were 
not obfarved* That poor girl has sdready 
talked too much/-*-I made a motion to retire* 
•^•/ Nay, ftay/ continued ihe, ^1 ihallneed 
you; and I fhall Iqiow no peace till my mind 
IB relieved/.«.»Amelia fobbed....*' It would 
not furprize me/ continued the anxious mo« 
ther, ' if, what with the events of this mom* 
tng, and the brutality, for fuch I will call it» 
of Mn Goldby's behavioiur, fhe fliould have a 
ferious illnefs. But you muit/ continued 
ihe, addrefCng Sophia, ' be made acquainted 
with circumftances diftreffing to me to relate 
before Mr. Lifter's arrival. It is indifpenlably 
neceflary that you ihould know that ah al*' 
fiance in his family is now impoifihle/ I 
looked," faid madame Granger, '' with ter- 
iror on my child. She was ftill calm and xm-^ 

* 

moved ; and with an unfaultering voice, beg« 
ged her mother to proceed..... *Your imcle,* 
continued Mrsi. SaviUe with indignation^ 

* might 
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* imght have fpared me this painful duty; 
but he prrfers the vindication of fir George 
Lifter to the honour of his own nieces; and 
the obligation remains with your mother 
to tell you that fir George is a villain, * 
Again," £aid madame Granger^ " I caft 
a fearful glance at my Sophia.*.A ferious and, 
ferene attention met my eye* * You have * 
iaid Mrs, Saviile, ' been the dupe of profel* 
(ions, long (ince the inafk of a corrupt heart.. 
Your sister is the objeQ: of his purfuits. She 
has for fome time fufpefted this mifchief, and 
from regard for you has not only concealed 
thofe fufpicions, but has even inq)Qfed on her 
own judgment. Since we have been here 
her obfervations have been painfully eluci* 
dated. An open avowal, on the part of fir 
George, of his change of fentiments, has in- 
fiilted and flioeked her. With an open decla- 
ration of her fcom, flie attempted to awaken 
in his mind a regard to his honour, and 
to replace in his heart a confideration for the 
woman whofe afFedions he had foliated 
^d gained. The traitor deceived her by a 

femblance 
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femblance of contrition. He promifed that 
he would endeavour to forget her, and im- 
plored her to keep a fecret which would 
ruin him with his uncle, and deftroy the hap- 
pinefs of the woman to whom he fhould make 
the facrifice of his own, Amelia engaged to 
hide from every one this, as flie hoped, 
trahfient perfidy; but, dreading left referye 
fhould betray her contempt of the future 
hulband of her fifter, ihe unguardedly ex- 
pofed herfelf to a fecond, and a ftill more in- 
folent and daring attack. This morning, 
under the pretence of trying how far fhe was 
able to match him as a good walker, which, 
as fhe tells me, arofe from fomething faid laft 
night, he led her to the extremity of the 
park, and, confefling himfelf tired with the 
walk, invited her to fit down on the feat 
which commands the high road. He looked 
impatient and in confufion to the right and 
the left; and, on her inquiring for the caufe, 
and afking whom he expefted, in a rhapfody 
of nonfenfe he unfolded his wicked project. 
He fwore he knew that fhe loved him; suid 

that 
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that in fecret I (houlcT not difapprove of their 
- ferfdng their common happinefs. Spesi the 
word and we are in the road to it, faid he,, 
looking again with eager curiofity toward 
the turnpike-gate; at which flie now per- 
ceived a man ftanding and evidently bb- 
ferving them. She arofe with terror, and' 
in fieigned attention to his difcourfe, turned^ 
in hafte, to the path which fhe knew would 
probably afford her fome proteftion, as it is 
(he one conftantly taken by the villagers; 
and happily Ihe met in a few minutes two 
worrrea and a man who were coming to the 
hall. Their fturdy pace obliged her to walk 
beyond her nearly exhaufted ftrength ; and, 
on entering my room, which was the firft fhe 
reached, where ftie could unobfervedly coi- 
led: her fprrits to meet the family at the 
breakfaft-table, fhe, to her furprife, found me 
ftillin bed; and, almoft fainting with terror 
and fatigue, yielded to my intreaties a fecret 
too^ long kept, and which nothing lefs than 
the motives which governed her could ex^ 
♦ roL. III. ' M cufe. 
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cufe. But thefe arofe as much from her in- 
experience as from her a£fe£tion to you ; and 
you will blefs her for a difcovery that will 
banifh for ever a man fo bafe and fo un- 
worthy of you.' 

'' The mother paufed, and with eager 
looks expected Sophia's reply. My heart 
beat with undefinable emotion when I faw 
Sophia with an undifturbed countenance 
flowly draw from her pocket-book a letter. 
She held it open in her hand, and, turning 
to her fifter, faid with fevere though mild 
dignity, * Amelia, do you acknowledge this 
iignature for yours?' A fcream inftantly 
followed the interrogation, and, haftilyfpring- 
ing from the bed, Amelia violently attempted 
to feize the letter. * That muft not be yet,* 
faid Sophia, repelling her. ' You muft pa- 
tiently wait for it. If this cannot be in the 
prefence qf an injured fifter, retire.* She 
waved her hand with an air of command; the 
confounded culprit ftood abafhed before her; 
and the mother furveyed her with aftonilh- 

ment. 
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ment. * Db you ^ifh, unhappy girl, to hear 
your condemnation ? ' faid Sophia with col- 
lefted firmnefs: ' be it fo ; but know that I 
fhall extenuate nothing. That heart muft be 
probed to the quick ere it is healed. My 
dear mother/ continued the foftened So- 
phia, ' I pity you ; but this is no time to 
diflemble. To attribute this yoiing creature's 
prefent difpofitions to your indulgence is 
more the command of my reafon than the 
purpofe of my heart. I have lamented your 
partiality morS from the confequences arif- 
ing from it to my fifter, than from having 
permitted it to wear the appearance of in- 
juftice to myfelf. I have endeavoured to gain 
your efteem, and I trufted with confidence to 
principles too firmly eftablilhed in the heart 
of my mother to be fubdued by involuntary 
weaknefs and habitual fondnefs. On my re- 
turn home I flattered myfelf with the hope 
that the childifli jealoufies of our early years 
were effaced from the mind of my fifter. In 
my own I found pure affeftion, and the ar* 

dei3it 



dent ^nfli for her love and fiiendfliip; but! 
was difappointed, and perfeftly convinced 
that the heart of Amelia would never beat in' 
unifon with mine. I fubmitted to an «vil 
without remedy. I was neither unjuft nor 
out of huihour at a difcovery fo painful; I 
contented myfelf Vith obferving a condiift 
towards her that gave me a claim at leaib 
to that afFeftion which fhe denies me.* Mrg.* 
Saville looked difconcerted. * I fhould luive 
hoped* faid fhe very haughtily, ^ that this 
hour would not have b6en that of complaint 
againft your fifter, or refledioh oh my cOtt^ 
diift* But pray what does that paper con- 
fain which has any reference to . fhe fubjeft 
of our prefent concern? and what meant youf 
appeal to Amelia?* ' I will ftsty no Wger,* 
cried the fobbing girl ; ' I will not fubmit to 
this treatment? and with violence fhe quit- 
ted the room, Sophia, with vifible emotion; 
again addreflfed her afloniflied mother. * I 
wanted not, madam, the evidence I now 
have of the, difpofition of my fifter.. Ypa 
-; . .• may 
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laaybe furprifed >¥hen J tell you that I ha^ 
for fc«xie time been prepared to meet and to 
difappoint her malice. About a fortnight 
fince, I received this letter from London, 
and its envelope is one of Amelia's writing. 
It unfortunately happens that I cannot do 
myfelf juftice without implicating my gene- 
rofity; .for her. own concerns ftand expofed 
with mine. It is neceffary however that even 
Me^e fhould be known toyou; and, in any 
(Other fituation than the peculiar one in which 
I now ftand with her, I fhould have con- 
ceived it my duty, and the moft unequivo- 
cal proof of affe^on that I could give a fitter, 
to have placed before you the intelligence I 
^aiSye in my hands. It is with heartfelt forrow 
4hat I find myfelf obliged to produce this in- 
formation in a way fo contrary to my inten- 
tions, apd fo unfriendly to the firft wifh of 
^my fouL This was to save^ not to irritate! . 
to fpare a mother, not to plant a dagger in 
her maternal bofom! R>ead that letter to n\y 
mother, my dear . madame Oranger. /c^- 

not,' 
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not,' added fhe, covering her face and 
weeping. I obeyed. It was dirfifted to mife 
Saville, and was as follows: 

« 

* Madam, 

* My fituation in life is in all refpefts fo 
remote from yours, that nothing lefs prefling 
and important than the prefent occafion 
could juftify me, even to myfelf, for the 
liberty I take in addrefling you. 

* You may however be able to recal to 
memory a young perfon whom, about eight 
months fmce, you noticed with particular 
kindnefs, whilft taking your orders at Mrs. 
D — 's, in St. James's-ftreet, where I had been 
fixed three years before by my parents, a«id 
where I had acquired the commendation of 
Mrs. D— . 

* Once I had the honour of waiting upon 
you in Clifford-ftreet; and, on that occafion, 
I found myfelf treated by you, wiadam, with 
a confideration and humanity altogether new 
to me. I was at that time not unworthy of 

your 
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your benevolence; for I was innocent, ' and 
♦indiiftrious in an employment which would 
' have provided for my wants and the necef- 
fities of my parents. * 

' Let it fuffice that I have been for fome 
weeks the miferable, ruined companion of 
colonel Ofmond ; and am at prefent deferted 
by him to fufFer in mifery the penalty of 
my crime. Amongft a few articles of his 
wearing apparel which he left in my lodg- 
ings, I found a waiftcoat trimmed with lace, 
and my poverty induced me to fell it. In 
the pockets appeared, with fome other ufelefs 
papers, the letter inclofed in this. I afk not 
your pity, madam, for I do not deferve it. 
Loft as I am, this confeffion of my fhame 
calls no blufli to my faded cheek, nor caufes 

* one additional throb of anguilh to my burft- 
ing heart. God will be merciful ; and my 
babe and myfelf will foon be fheltered in the 

• grave; I live only to give it birth. Should 
I have been the agent of good to you, 
madam, by following the fuggeftions of my 
too fatally experienced mind, I fhall be grati- 
fied 
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'6ed by having rendered a fervice to the molt 
amiable of my fex; and did I not fear you 
would judge me too officious, and under the 
influence of a jealous as ^well as injux:ed 
mind, I would caution you tp beware of 
imifs Saville's intimacy ynthmiss Clar,a Frost. 
tl have reafons. for .believing the :y]omig lady 
could not have choien ajnore convenient 
confidant The letter inclofed is, as you 
wlil find, directed to mi& Frolt's ,care. 

I remain with refpeft, 

» 

Your humble fervant, 

Mary Watson.**' 

Russel-coTirt, No. 
Covent-Garden. 

Madame Granger continued ha* :iKU*ra- 
tive: " Mrs, Saville,** faidfhe, "ga^dfor 
breath. Sophia, with tender folicitud^, in- 
treated her to poftpone all further invefti- 
gation of the bufinefs till ihe was moi^e 
compofed. ' No, no,' exclaioied flie, *ll 
muft know all ! I am on tjherack! (Continue, 
for heaven's fake continue. It can&ot be 

worfe 
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iworfe than vrhat I expefl:/ I r^ad ^ fq}* 
.lows : 

* On my life your laft letter diverteii 

me^although it made me angry. Your wifh^ 

in favour of l^ophia are dilated in fuch^ 

^fpirit of Cbriftian charity and jiumility, ^ 

^appears to nxe to have baniflied all oth^r 

spirit. But you have failed in making ^ 

r convert of me. I hate the fifta:* for whoip 

you plead, Ofmond. She has been:my:riv4l 

;from my cradle, and, .what is rnqre, n\y 

,mccessjul rival; and I am determined :tp 

^ prevent her.inthofe expeftations which wilj, 

\£ completed, eftablifli.her fuperiority ov§r 

.me for. life. She may at her pleafure c^ole 

,and fawn my uncle into a will that gives h^r 

vhis whole. fortune. Why do I fay fhe may? 

:I believe fhe has done it. Biit I will truft j&3 

' my influence with my mother for redrefs pu 

I that point of contention; and, fhould I fail, 

J will be confoled if fhe be not lady Lifter. 

iDiimifs from your mind the fancy that 1 

loiice lifced this precife. coxcomb : Lbave r(e- 

ipeatedly.told you.jpay motives for being. civil 

to 
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to him, and for fubmitting to his infol^t 
interference with my will. My behaviour 
has been regulated by my defigns, and thefe 
will Ihow you what my preference of fir 
George Lifter amounts to. '. As your tender 
confcience difapproves of my fcheme, and as 
you have fears for my fuccefs, I have kindly 
deliberated on the means of faving you from 
the confequences of a defeat. You ihall 
fend me all your military habiliments; and, 
in exchange, I will prefent you with a fcarf 
and band. The latter will fupport your 
pious exhortations much better than a fword, 
and the former fliall not be difgraced by my 
pufiUanimity, Who knows whether my de- 
legable brother-in-law may not admit you to 
his table as domeftic chaplain; where, for 
bleffing the firloin, you may have a flice of 
it. I am certain his lady at leaft would favour 
the pretenfions of a man fo forbearing, fo 
patient of injuries, and fo zealous an advocate 
for her being permitted to wear the name and 
honours of lady Lifter without interruption! 
I wifli not to defpife you, Ofmond, I have 

in 
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in my bdfom an advocate that pleads for yoa* 
You tell me Sophia's marriage will pave the 
way for your approach to my mother's houfe; 
that the people adverfe to you will be re- 
moved ; and that flr^eorge has been heard 
to declare that he means to winter at Flo- 
. rence, thinking the climate here unfavourable 
to mife Saville. I tell you that thefe argui- 
ments do not fatisfy me. They may or they 
may not be true. My projeft is neceflary to 
my own gratification, and I will purfue it. 
Beware of leading me to think that y(mr 
personal safety^ and not the interell of your 
heart, has fuggefted your oppofition to it. 
What ! plead for a man who has infulted 
you! who has fruftrated every hope I had 
of introducing you to my mother's notice 
and favour! who has malicioufly, and, as 
I am taught to believe, falfely blafted your 
charader with her ! Shall this man quietly 
purfue his plans of happinefs, and acquire 
the right of watching over the conduft of 
Amelia Saville becaufe ftie has the fuperlatlve 
honour of being lady Lifter's lifter ? 1 dit 

claim 
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. ,claim your prudaice^ Qfmond. Do I not 
'Jee, do I not hourly witnefe, this maa's 
jncreafing afcendency over my w^ mojtheHs 
-mind ? In a few months .more he will lead 
dier at his pleafure, ai^ Amelia will b^^told 
*to bow before his wifoom and his paragon 
cwife's prudence. But I will fpare them the 
^labour of controuling me. I will prevoit 
^the triumph of their affumed virtues, I will 
convince them that Amelia Saville is not 
made to bend either to his pride or to the 
cold-hearted idol of his worftup. I laugh 
at your fears. Have I not told you a hun- 
dred times that my mother is in my .hands a 
;mere piece of wax? Leave her to my mould* 
ing. When Sophia in tragic woe returns to 
i,ifbon with her madame Granger, the old 
d3r^gon will attend them. And what remain^ 
for me to fear, or Ofmond to wifli ? 

* It would be delightful could you, as. ap 
invifiblefpedtator, enjoy with me the ferce 
.we are performing here. I fometimes thjnk 
-of fending you a proof of .my. talents ffqr 
:thofe expedients fofrecju^tly wanted yfbeli 

fathers 
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fiitlfers have flinty heaws tod mbflKf* 
have fits of obduracy. I think that witfe 
pafteboard, patkthread, and (hreds, I c6uld 
ihake a puJ)pet-fliow that would, for a time 
at leaft, keep loveirom ftarvihg. My Ma-f 
rionettes fliould more refenlble nature thiarf 
Chofe of the profing Richardfon. For thfere 
Vou fliouId fee, without niaflcs, the fir CharleS 
Grandifon, alias fir George Lifter^ in: hi^ 
tye-wig and point ruffles, ittaking his teorh-* 
ia^ bow to the peerlefe mffs Byron, the 
f^eigning JSophia. There you fiiould fetf 
uncle Selby, with the face of a lion and the 
heart of a tiger, fcowling oa every marij 
wohi'an, and child, that does not worfliip' his 
three idols. There you (hould fee aiirif 
Nell fidgetting and buftling all day long, id 
have all in order for the future brides 
There you might fee, and with me f ity^ 
my poor mother, with a brow of care, feated 
iii a parlour j exaftly fimilar to the cedar one 
in Selby-houfe, confultihg Mr^; Pratt our 
houfekeeper, and contriving means to evade 
the direful neceffity of unpapering the blue 

damaik 
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daimafk bed, which has not feen the h'ght of 
the fun fince the day.it was depofited in its 
ftate, chamber. And there, laftly, you 
might ftand a chance of feeing a face, and 
bearing a voiced which you fay ' would create 
a foul under the ribs of death/ But, my 
dear Ofmond, I defil'e you to be more fparing 
of your compliments, and lefs fo of your 
docility. Let me know whether your new 
friend, the young Yorklhire greenhorn^ con- 
tinues to like Clara. Does he underftand 
that Ihe can, from her own purfe, pay for 
a jaunt to Gretna Green? She has three 
thoufand pounds independent of her mother, 
and fix more muft be her's at the old 
woman's deceafe. I wifti the poor girl could 
get a hufband; fhe is not ugly, andi when 
4reffed for exhibition, really looks as young 
as myfelf. Do^ not omit your calls, nor 
forget the old lady's card table. The gueft 
you have introduced, with your (lories of the 
battle at Bunker's-Hill, in which the gallant 
major Froft and your father figure as the 
Bobadils of the day, will do all we wife 

them; 
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theiri; and' next winter may give Amelia. 
Saville an efcort in public, whofe protefHon 
will pleafe her mother and content her 
daughter, though the title of baronet, and 
the feverity of a cynic, are wanting to your 
pretenfions. 

' Adieu, Deep in peace, and truft to 

Your A. S/ 

*' When I had finifhed this curious letter," 
continued madame Granger, '* I returned it 
to Sophia, and our attention was given to 
the difabufed mother. I will omit her agonies. 
You will imagine what thefe were. To her 
queftion, ' Why Sophia had for fo miany days 
kept this intelligence a fecret from her?* My 
young friend anfwered, ' That fhe bad, vok 
cpnfequence of the immediate relief which flie 
fent to thewretched young woman,heard that 
Ofmond was in confinement for debt. Satit 
fied on this point/ continued Sophia, ' my 
next hope arofe from the perfuafion that my 
fitter would not perfift in a projefl:, at once 
fo hazardous to herfelf and fo little calculated 

to 
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deed have hithef to lived to little purpofe,* 
sTdded Ihe, her face glowing with a feirfe of 
His worth, ^ and his friends muft indeed 
have little underftood the tenor of his life, if 
the filly mifchief of a weak girl could have' 
blafted his charadrer, or difgraced a name 
honoured by his virtues. The information 
contained in thefe letters was of no other 
importance to me but as it pointed out the 
danger ta which flie had heedlefsly e:spofed 
herfelfi As the wife of fir George Lifter, 
it was my purpofe to have made him tHe 
^ent of refcuing Amelia without afiUfting 
fiiy niother/ ^ And how is^ this to be ef* 
fe^d/ afked the agitated Mrs* Saviller * Are 
;f6u toie fecrifieed? is the life of a maft like 
fir George* — She pa^ed, and with a look 
M unutterable diftrefs raifed her eyes to hea- 
Tten* * You do weB my dear mother,* faid 
Sophia in a* tone of tendemefs, ^ to offer 
your petition to heaven. But be contfortedi 
Shr George will not have an adverfary to en* 
Counter. This man's neceffities wfll lead 

him 
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^hich) it may be, his vanity and principles 
would otherwife oppofe. To this will be 
added his convidion that fir George knows 
him to be already a married man ; for he 
was one of thofe who raifed a contribution 
for his unhappy wife who had followed him 
to Paris, where fhe was abandoned by him to 
want. He mentioned this drcumftance to 
Amelia the firft night fhe met Ofmond. She 
preferred the juftification of colonel Ofmond 
to the accufation of fir George Lifter.* 

** * Leave me! oh leave me, my child, to 
this hour of thanks and gratitude to my Cod!* 
exclaimed Mrs. Saville, falling on her knees, 
* Oh leave me to my feelings, or I Ihall 
faint!* We retired. My young friend re- 
paired to her dreffing-room, and I wait to 
the breakfaft parlour, and fent fir George to 
his agitated Sophia. My tale only ferved 
like oil to raife the indignation of poor Mir. 
Goldby*s refentment to a greater flame, and 
my vanity, had it ftood in need of a check, 
would have had onej for the irresistible 

VOL. HI. K madame 
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madame Granger only made him mor6 out- 
rageous and ftubbom in his declarations oi 
never more permitting the offender to be in 
his prefence. Exhaufted of all my rhetoric, 
I was on the point of leaving him to return 
to poor Mrs. Saville, when Sophia and fir 
George entered the room arm inarm. The 
good old man, burfting into tears, extended 
his arms to receive them, and pronounced a 
warm benedidtion on them. * It will not 
reach heaven, my dear uncle,' faid the fyren 
Sophia, ' unlefs you 'can forgive. Let us 
plead, and remind you that you are not 
made nor principled to caft from you a child 
of your beloved nephew.' His features 
fwelled to agony. * Thank God he has 
not lived to fee this day!* faid he. ' But do 
with me what you will, my child. I am happy 
in feeing him live again in you.* He drained 
the weeping girl to his bofom. * Take her 
away,* continued he with affumed gaiety ; 
and turning to fir George, * I am made a 
child of by you both ; but I promife to be a 
good one and to do as I am bid. But by 

my 
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my Maker Ifwear/ added he, * that my 
future favour Ihall depend on her fiitufe 
condud who has caufed me a pang that 
might have been my deiaith! I am ill and 
muft go to bed.* The event proved thait 
he did not nuftake his feelings* The gqut 
returned, and three weeks delay of Sophia's 
marriage was occafioned by Mr. Qoldby's 
fevere illnefs. Sir George during this fufpenfe 
went to London. He found the noble colonel 
at home in the hands of a bailiff. What were 
the terms of accommodation were only 
known by the refultr of fir George's interfe- 
rence. He was however fuccefsful in his ne- 
gotiation ; the lieutenant-colonel exchanged 
his commifEon in the guards for a colonelcy 
in a marching regiment deftined for Gib- 
raltar; and, to our great aftonifliment, he 
married mifs Clara Froft the week before he 
embarked. He is fince dead of wounds 
occafioned in a gaming difpute; and his lady 
is married again, having become poffeffed, by 
the death of her mother., pf allurements for a 
fubaltem officer in the fame regiment, in 
which her nominal hufband commanded: 

for 
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for it appeared that the provident mother, 
Mrs. Froft, had not feen company at her 
own expenfe; and by her parfimony and 
management had left a confiderable addi- 
tion to her daughter's fortune to fupply the 
lofs of an annuity which clofed with her 
own life. 

** During firGeorge^s abfence mifs Amelia 
was for fome days confined to her room with 
more than a pretended head-ach. Sophia 
paffed the greateft part of the day with 
the invalid ; and this unworthy girl, whether 
really touched by the generofityof fir George, 
and the kindnefs of her fitter, or ftruck by 
the fenfe of that ruin £ix)m which th^ had 
feved her, profeffed a contrition of heart 
which was at leaft ufefiil to herfelf : and the 
fight of her /ove-epiftles, redeemed I have no 
doubt by fatisfyingOfmond's tradefmai, pre- 
pared her to meet her friends in the drawing- 
room. Sir George and lady Lifter left Mrs, 
Saville's in about ten days after their nup- 
tials, and Mr. Goldby with them. I was 
induced to give to Mrs. Saville this feafon of 
happinefe^ in truth it was neceflary j but I 

then 
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then Iktie forefaw the extent of thofe facrit 
fices of my own enjoyments which this con^ 
fideration on my part would require. The 
young couple, with their happy uncle, re- 
turned to us from (ir George's feat in Kent 
early in the autumn; and poor madame. 
Granger was attacked on all fides with fo 
many intreaties * to give herfelf up to mifs 
Amelia Saville's improvement and advan- 
tage,* that I yielded; and faw my Sophia 
depart with comfort for the continent in the 
following month of Oftober. 

** We did not quit our retirement till fome 
weeks after; and again I experienced the 
truth, that to live for others as welt as our^ 
felves has its recompenfe. Poor Mrs. Sayille 
was fupported by my prefence and truly 
gratefid for my fervices. The reception 
given her by her general acquaintance on 
her fettling again in Clifford-ftreet for the 
winter exhilarated her fpirits, and pointed 
out the propriety of thofe meafures which ihf 
prudently adopted. Mifs Froft's ftolen wed- 
ding, and the all-qonquering colonel Ofmond, * 

had 
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had been a topic for the day, and had been 
fucceeded by others as important ; and Ame- 
lia Saville's fhare in her friend's intrigue was 
by the candid afcribed to her youth and in- 
experience, and by others to the too common 
miftakes of a romantic . girl. I could have 
wifhed to fee in Amelia the fruit which 
ought to have fprung from lenity, and the 
imceafing tendemefs of her mother, who 
dreaded the efFefts that this miferable aflfair 
was calculated to produce on her daughter's 
health and fpirits. She had fome grounds 
for herapprehenfions; for it is certain that 
Amelia's mind was not without its conflifts. 
She met the world, however, with ha* new 
pretenfions to its favour with more haughti- 
nefs j though lefs gaiety ; and gradually fliowed 
that vanity had yielded up the reins to pride. 
A cold fupercilious air repreffed the ap- 
proaches of the former herd of admiring 
beaux; and her avowed difdain of every man 
who had not a title prevented any fuitor for 
her hand during the winter that fucceeded 
Sophia's marriage ; and iXi the full blaze of 

beauty 
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beauty and imaginary confequence did I 
leave her, when Mrs. Saville quitted London 
for the fummen I was in truth, my dear 
Mrs. Palmerftone, weary of my poft; and 
with joy accepted of Mrs. Chandler's invita- 
tion to meet her at admiral G — *s, where 
I foon recovered from the fatigue of follow- 
ing an infolent beauty through a fafhionable 

circle.** 

* 

I have, my Eliza, beai led by my fubjeft 
to omit the drcumftance of your abfence 
from home this autumn, and to which it is 
owing that you are ftill a ftranger to madame 
Granger ; but you know that whilft you were 
with Mrs. Beaumont, Mrs. Chandler and her 
friend paffed a fortnight with me. The com- 
fort which our friend experiences in the con- 
duft of her girls led to die foregoing narra- 
tive: and Mrs. Chandler's warm gratitude to 
your mother, and commendations of Eliza 
Palmerftone, opened the heart of madame 
Granger to efteem and confidence. 

I have, however, fUU a few remaining par- 
ticulars 
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ficttlars tc> add. Thefe rdale piindps^ly td 
jir George Lifter's condud* He told madame 
Granger that for feme few days his heart 
Vf2S fairly divided between the twp beautiful ' 

fifters; but he foon ceafed to fay ^ How 
happy could I be with dther ;' for Amelia ill 
her hafte to fee the ^ othefr dear charmef 
away' communicated to him a fecret* ^ Het 
fifter's delicate health and the illnefs which 
had occafioned her detention in Lifbon had 
arifen from a difappoiotment of the tender 
kind, and ihe had every reafon to fear that 
her heart would never recover the wound of 
flighted love/ Sir George's curiofity was 
routed by this tale, and he learned the oamo 
of the ungrateful favourite* Unfortunately, 
in a few days after, this very gentleman on 
the w^gs, not indeed of love, but of eager 
good will, made his way to Cli$brd<-ftree( 
firpm his father's houfe in the country. Sir 
George was in the drawii^^room when h^ 
wa$ announced as 9. viiitor to madame 
Granger, and Sophia; and to his furprife th^ 
forlorn lovefick maiden e^^resQed a fiftot^'s 

franknefs 
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franknefe and cordiality of manner that could 
not be miftaken. A fprightly conver&tion' 
followed, and, amongft other little fallies, the 
young gentleman reminded Sophia of her 
pnxnife, fent to the miftrefs of his heart vnih 
a prefent of a tropical bird, namely, to be in 
England and officiate as her bride's-maid, in 
cafe fhe would, by her care and kindnefs, pre- 
vent the heedlefs Fanihaw from ihooting, and 
finding his cough again in the fens. Sophia 
acknowledged the true ftatement of this ap« 
peal,and,congratulating him on his improved 
good looks, archly afked him whether he 
would perfuade the young lady to wait for 
her bridesmaid till after Chriilmas. ^^ No, 
no,'' anfwered he laughing; ^^but Ihe wfll with 
joy receive you when in town; and then you 
wiU fee me Benedict the happy man.** He 
then pleaded the hurry of the moment, and 
with gaiety took his leave. Sir George made 
thofe inferences which this incident fuggeft^ 
ed, and with obfervant eyes witneiTed the 
various workings of cunning and envy which 
poor Amelia, it may be, unconfcioufly be« 

trayed; 
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trayed ; whilft the franknefs and unftudied 
graces of Sophia hourly attrafted him, and 
finally decided his choice. Convinced by 
the conduft which he faw Amelia purfue in 
fociety that general admiration was her ob- 
je£t,and, to ufe fir George's own words, that 
ftte bade fair to clafs with thofe women, who, 
like the imaginary falamander, could live 
amidfl flames without fingeing a feather, he 
quietly left mifs Amelia to her own amufe* 
Bients, and never thought of obtruding his 
advice on a young lady who guided her mo- 
ther: till on the memorable ball night he faw 
• that fhe was on the point of accepting for the 
dance the redoubtable colonel Ofmond,whofe 
hiftory had been no fecret in Paris, and in 
which ftood,*amongft other flagrant breaches 
of decorum and honour, his defertion of a - 
yoimg and pretty wife. Her refufal to pur- 
chafe a relief from mifery by the facrifice of 
her virtue had awakened more honourable 
fentiments in the breaft of a man who had 
endeavoured to feduce her, and excited his 
generofity. She produced legal proofs of 

being 
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being Ofmond's wife; and implored fo touch- 
ingly the aid of this gentleman to proteft 
her from fimilar ftratagems of her huftand, 
that he, jointly with Mr. lifter and firGeorge, 
left her a boarder in a refpeftable convent; 
and placed in a banker's hand a fufEcient 
fum to anfwer the demands of her penfion 
and other exigencies^ You already know 
the refult of fir George's interference at the 
ball, my dear girl, I (hall therefore proceed. 
During the period paffed at Mrs. Saville's 
, country-houfe, and which was preparatory 
to the union of the.lovers, fir George received 
one - or two very extraordinary notes from 
mifs Amelia. He became uneafy, and guard- 
ed in his moft indifferent adlions, carefully 
ihunning' a girl whom he now thought not 
only indifcreet but dangerous. His pre* 
tence of the fprained knee was amongft 
thefe neceffary cautions; for Mrs. Saville had 
been induced to 'wifh that fir George would 
not let Amelia walk alone fo early in the 
<lay.' Continually on the watch, he was 
jiptwithftanding outwitted by the alert mife 

Amelias 



18S 

Amefia^ and an interview was thus obtained 
which led to a converfation that at once 
broke through fir George's patience and pru* 
dence. His language partook of bis feeUngs, 
and he told her in t]||e moft unqualified 
terms that he defpifed her: her paflions rofe 
to fury, and he calmly moved on to the 
boufe, leaving her to follow him. She did 
fowith panting fpeed, and ixdth tears implored 
bis pity and compailion, acknowledging ihe 
bad been highly culpable. This conceilion 
had its efFeft; fir George promifed to bury 
the whole of what had pafled in oblivion, 
and with a ferious and manly freedom he 
pointed out to the penitent the reflexions of 
bis own well-principled mind. She beard 
him in fiilence, continuing to weep. When 
near the hall, he cautioned her to fhun being 
feen, and to retire to her room, engaging to 
anfwer for her abfence at the breakfaft ta:blei 
Sheacceded to this advice,and, in firGeorge's 
words, " left him to complete her own 
ihame, and to (land indebted for her prefer- 
tation to thofe whom flie wiihed to ruin. If/ • 
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added he, *^ there is a humiliation beyond 
this for human nature to feel, I know not bj 
ivhat term to call it ; but, did I dare, I would 
call it a puniihment meet for a mind that 
harbours malice, envy, and revenge.'- 

I (hall be difappointed if this fimple ftory 
do not fomething leffen your faith in jbAy- 
siognomy. You will, the next time chance 
throws you in the way of Amelia Saville, fee 
that an angeFs face may conceal the heart of 
a dasmon. But here we will finifli our judg- 
ment relative to this unhappy young creature. 
A more lalutary leflbn is within our reach. 
Do we never impofe on thofe around us? Do 
we never wear a femblance of virtue which 
is remote from our minds ? Alas! my child, 
the wifeft and the beft of us would flirink 
from the examination of a Lavater were his 
rules unerring ; and yet, who of the fons of 
man can fhun the infpedion of a Being of 
infinite wifdom,, purity, and juftice? or who 
does not forget too often that God is in 
all our paths ? 

May his grace and favour go with you 

through 
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through this world, and his mercy give you 
acceptance at a tribunal where furrounding 
myriads will know you for his fervant or 
for the rebellious child of darknefs and 
defpair. 

I remain 

Your fiadthful 

Angelica Palmerstone. 
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Jtettet XIV. 
THE FASHIONABLE YOUNG LADY, 

OR THE 

UNFASHIONABLE SCRUPLE. 



MY DEAR ELIZA, 



It is with pleafure that I fit down to con- 
gratulate you on the recent proof you have 
given of your difcretion. It appears that you 
have not now to learn that curiofity is one 
of thofe means intended by our Gracious 
Maker to conduft us to knowledge; but that, 
like all his gifts, it may not only be abufed, 
but converted to purpofes both dishonourable 
and vicious. Your application to your grand- 
father for a folution of your doubts, in re- 
-gard to the curiofity that my conduft awak- 
ened, does you honour; becaufe a cenfure on 
{that conduit ^^s implicated in it; and your 
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relufbnce to gratify your wilh of knowing 
my motives is ftrongly marked xrith a deli* 
cacy which you cannot too carefully cherifh 
for a parent. His advice contains, as it ever 
willy not only an ufefiil leflbn for the prefent 
occafion, but a rule for the future condu£b 
of your life: "If/* anfwered he, " your mo- 
ther do not mention mifs*Latimar, — ^if fhe do 
not enter into any explanations relative to 
her behaviour to that young lady, and which 
fo much furprifed you, — be perfuaded that 
fte has good and folid reafons for her filence. 
.Reprefs your curiofity until (he writes to you. 
If yoiir next packet contain nothing relative 
to the fubjeft of it^ difmifs it with a full af- 
furance that your mother cannot, without 
pain to herfelf, recal thofe motives which 
. led her to treat a vifitor with coldneis and 
referve/' 

You followed this counfel, and I, in re^ 
tanxj prepare with checrfhlnefe to fatisfy your 
doubts refpeffing the propriety of the re- 
ception I gave, in my own houfe, to a perlbn 
whofe appearance and manners feemed well 
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calculated to call forth attentioR and poHte^ 
nefs, or at lead to claim that urbanity ivith 
which I receive the meaneft of my guefts. 

About fixteen or eighte^i years fince 1 
met mifs Latimar at Buxton. The lady and 
gentleman fhe was with were old friends of 
my mother's, from whom time and circum- 
ftance§ had removed her. The pleafure of 
meeting again, though accidental, was reci- 
procal and fincere, and we inftantly fettled 
into one party. The par^ts of mifs Latimar 
w^re near neighbours and intimate friends of 
Mr. and Mrs. Ainfworth. Her mother had 
for many years beai confined to her apart- 
ment by habitual malady; but, as her com-i 
plaint had ceafed to alarm, flie propofed t<5 
her friends to permit her daughter, who had 
juft quitted a London fchool, to make thas 
^xcurfion with diem. Mifs Latimar was 
then a moft beautiful girl of feventeen; ihe 
danced admirably, was extremely gay and 
volatile, and much more at her eafe in fociety 
than young people new to the world com- 
monly are. The reputation, juftly founded, 
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of her large inheritance as an only child, the 
antient nobility of her family, and the refpec- 
tability of her parents, wefe not overlooked 
by the Buxton beaux. She received their 
homage with fatisfadion, and as; a tribute 
which they had no right to withhold, , 

As chance had placed us in each other's 
company without any previous acquaint* 
ance, I felt that I had as little right as in- 
clination to obtrude my opinions on mifs 
Latimar ; and to fay the truth, I did not ima- 
gine fhe would efteem me either wife enough 
or old enough for her monitrefs. I forbore 
therefore to reprefs, as I was fometimes dif- 
pofed to do, a vivacity which amufed the 
young gentlemen more than it did me, and 
contented myfelf with guarding her as much 
as I could from their familiarities. Her 
friends had apparently devolved this truft on 
me: whether they were tired of the fatigue of 
following a belle of feventeen, or that they 
preferred a card-table to perpetual motion, 
I will not determine •, but certain it is that 
Mrs. Ainfworth was conftantly repeating, 
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'^ Mifs Woodley will walk with you ttlife 
Latimar;mifsWoodleywiU take care of you."' 
This was a care of which I was not ambi- 
tious, as it interfered very much with my 
mode of paffing my mornings, and I was often 
much perplexed for expedients to keep my 
volatile charge quiet for an hour or two. We 
had read the laft new novel ; we had exhaufted 
fafhions; we had criticifed over and. over 
again the '^ strange faces\* and '^odd-look* 
ing^* people whom we did not know; and 
to get rid of her importunity to walk out in 
a burning fun, and without a fingle objeft in 
view, I was on the point of afking her to 
read to me a few pages of madame Genlis's 
Veillees da Chateau, which I knew Ihe had 
■with her. 

To preface a requeft which I perfectly 
•knew would oppofe her reftlefs humour, I 
obferved how well flie fpoke French, and 
that I fuppofed fhe had particularly applied 
herfelf to the attainment of it. " I have been 
•told," added I, ''that this language is fpoken 
rZt Mrs. O-'s with great purity j and if all the 
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ladies in the houfe are fuch profidents^ a9 
yourfelf, I do not wonder that it is ib emi« 
nently diftinguifhed for this branch of female 
education/* 

I had ftarted a fubjeft which rendered 
madame Genlis's interpofition ufelefs. She 
expatiated largely on the fchool ihe had left, 
and concluded with a lamentable pif^ure of 
the reftraint which ihe had iharedwith others 
under the care of the lynx-eyed ladies who 
directed it. ** I have always underftood," 
replied I, ^' that thefe ladies are extrafnely 
iblicitous for the improvement of their pu^ 
pils.** " Yes," interrupted mifs Latimar, 
^^ they feem to think it their boimden duty to 
fag them from morning to night/' " But,** 
refumed I, " they are generally allowed to 
be as attentive to the health and comfort of 
their fcholars as to their progrds in leam- 
ing." *' Why yes/' returned Ihe, ** they 
are good fort of women, there is nothing to 
complain of in refped to acconunodations, 
and when one is unwell they are car€ful be- 
yond all bearing : but after all, my dear An- 
gelica, 
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gelica, it is not a fefliionable fchool. I wifli 
my father had fent me to Q— S— , or C— - 
ftreet; thofe are the fchools for girls comme 
il faiit! Nbt to fpeak of the connexions one 
forms there, I am told they have mafbers 
for the card-table. And only think of the 
fodety within thefe houfes! Why, I am told 
that not a girl is fufFered to appear to any 
one who inquires for them from a hackney- 
coach! no, not if it were their neareft rela- 
tion,'* ** You are Angularly happy," replied 
I, laughing very heartily, " in the proofs 
which you have adduced of the fuperiority 
of thefe fchools : but unfortunately the evi- 
dence vj^uits fomewhat of convidion with 
me; for I know feveral girls fent from thefe 
fchools with very diftinguiflied accomplifli- 
ments ; but who < had either never feen the 
/teacher of the fublime art ' of card-playing, 
or had profited fo little from his leffons that 
they were unequal to any thing beyond the 
nurfery game of commerce. I alfo perfedly 
recolleft a circumftance which entirely fets 
afide your hackney-coach impediments ; for 
: it • 
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it happened by an accident, which occurred 
not long fince, that my mother and myfelf 
aftually alighted from a mod miferable one 
at the door of Q — S— • We were moft 
courteoufly received, and paffed an hour very 
agreeably whilfl: waiting for the friend whom 
we expefted to meet, and who had her 
daughter in the houfe/* '' It might be fo,'* 
replied Ihe with a nod, '* but you were 
known: otherwife*'— " But/* continued I, 
*' I met laft winter two young ladies of your 
fchool at lady M — 's, who bore very honour- 
able teftimony in favour of the Mrs. O— s» 
They were remarked by a numerous circle 
as very elegant girls. Every one was charmed 
with their modefty and unaffefted manners. 
I fuppofed them fifters, but difcovered that 
they were only firft coufins. Perhaps you 
will recoiled in the two mifs Pamells une* 
quivocal proofs that fafhion and graceful eafe 
may be acquired in G — S— /* " Oh, yes,'* 
cried fhe carelefsly, '' I know them, but I 
am amazed to hear you talk of their unafm 
Jected manners. We ufed to call mifs Parr 
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nell the banker's daughter, * Kety in pat- 
tens/ The other, whofe father I believe 
figns himfelf efquire from fome village in 
Northamptonfliire, will be une predeufe tout 
auffi ridicule." 

" You have," obferved I, *' made a di- 
ftinftion which by no means identifies their 
perfons; but," added I with ferioufnefs, 
** whichever of the two it is who is remark- 
able for her piety (for in beauty they are 
equal) fhe will find that ftie pofleffes a trea- 
fure not only of ineftimable value to her fe* 
curity and happinefs, but one which will 
place her in a ftation to which worldly ad- 
vantages cannot dare to afpire." " Ah! 
mon Dieu ! " exclaimed the giddy mifs La- 
timar, ** how like that is to one of my go- 
vemefs*s grave leftures! I could fwear I was 
now Handing in her odious parlour doing 
penance, and liftening to a fermon on the fin- 
fulnefs of laughing ! But to bef ferious, my 
dear mifs Wo6dley," continued flie, *' be 
perfuaded that you know nothing of thefe 
mils Pamells. The one with light hair is 

an 
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an artful, defigning girl^ affe&Ing all thole 
qualities which (he thinks will attra6k the 
efteem and gcx>d will of thofe whom it may 
be her intereit or conveni^ice to gain. Ma- 
rianne her coufin, by apeing her, is ridicu^ 
loully conceited ; fhe is become from a coim- 
try hoyden a fentimental mifs, I aifvure you 
I fpeak firom no pique, although I was not a 
favourite widimifs Pamell; I law through 
her difguifes, suid heinoufly offended her by 
calling Marianne, * Rofe with her chickens.' " 
'^ You appear," hid I, ^^ not to have wanted 
wit in G — S— ." ** I do not anfwa* for 
that,** refumed fhe, " but I know that we 
wanted amufement: for what cm earth -can 
equal the life of a girl of i^irit in fgch a 
houfe! Je m*y ennuyais i la mort. Had 
you feen the awkward moppets which poured ^ 
in upon us after every vacation, you would 
I am fure, with all your gravity, have joined 
our party and laughed at that rofy-faced ftu- 
pidity/* " Probably you wouid have been 
miftaken," anfwered I, " for I think that 
two confiderations would have withheld me: 

the 
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th^ fif ft) caufeldsly ofiending thefe new and 
tunid eoUipaniotis; and the fecond, the iear 
o£ difgrace with die govemefe; for I pre^ 
jTume that this amufement was not authorifed 
by her permifEon." " Non ! en Tcrk^/* 
cried my laughing gueft, « pains and pe- 
nalties in stbundance hung ovar the heads of 
fiich offenders; for the good women inG-«- 
S—are no refpeders of perfons.** I looked 
at my watch, and faid ^' it was time to drdfs. " 
She took the hint and vrithdrew, leaAringme 
to my reflexicms^ and I aflure you, my Eliza^ 
that the firft which occurred was the good 
fortune of die ladies in G- S~ in being 
rekafed from a pypil (o lltde <:alcuiatBd for 
libeir mode of inftmdtion and difciplme. 

The following day was propitious to me. 
.Mr. Pahnerftone and your father joined us, 
.as had been a^eed upon. The pleafiire of our 
firft meeting was fcarcely fubfided when 
mifs Latimar, who had juft entered the room, 
exclaimed in her ufual way, "Ah! monDieu! 
vcttla les demoifelles Jamefons!*' Acoachsmd 
four pafTed our Vindow and drew up to the 

door 
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door of the hoteL The two young ladies, 
vrith the father, mother, and a maid-fervant, 
entered, and mifs Latimar inftantly joined 
them with eager gratulations and welcome. 
At dinner Ihe introduced her friends to us., 

Folly and Vanity have fo little variation, 
thatlfliall very accurately defcribe thefeyoung 
people by faying that they refembled their 
dear mifs Latimar ; but, although very pretty 
girls, they were not quite fo handfome as 
their friend. She had, till their arrival, en- 
joyed without a competitor the admiration . 
of the young men; and I did not in the firft 
inftance think her in danger of lofing this 
pre-eminence in beauty: but it fomehow 
tranfpired that the mifs Jamefons had large 
and independent fiDrtunes, and thefe joined 
to their father's wealth rendered them pow- 
erful rivals, and produced very foon a de- 
fertion which mifs Latimar could not help 
perceiving. For a few days however I was 
permitted to enjoy my friends unmolefted. 
It was the laft month in which I was deftined 
to bear the xidmQofJPoodlei/j my marriage 
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having been fettled for the enfuing one. Mn 
and Mrs, Ainfworth were admitted into our 
fecret, and they very honourably jweferved 
it. 

I cannot, iny Eliza, refufe myfelf the 
pleafure of contemplating what your grand- 
father was in thofe hal9yon days. He was 
fufpefted for the real lover; and, with a heart 
Jefs devotedly fixed than' mine was, he was 
weH qualified to have made a formidable 
rival ; for with all the graces of a perfoa 
which in youth had diftinguifhed in the mpft 
.eminent point of view *' the handfome Mr^ 
Palmerftone," he enjoyed a flow of fpirits 
.which animated every one around him^ 
whilft the urbanity of his manners and his 
fuperior underftanding drew to him all that 
was pleafant and refpeftable in fociety. 

To my great mortification I became once 
more mifs Latimar^s chief confidante and 
favourite. She entered my apartment after 
ji morning's ramble with an efcort of beaux 
jmd her " dear mifs Jamefons." I had ob- 
ferved thfit fome grievances were hourly 
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grcnvtfig up to difturb the harmony which 
in the firft inftance had fo infeparably united 
them. *• You look fotigued," faid I to her, 
on her throwing herfelf impatiently into the 
firft chair flie reached. " You hurry yourfelf 
out of all enjoyment by thefe perpetual 
walks.'* "I will be more wife for the future," 
anfwered fhe; " at leaft I vnll confult better 
my own pleafure; for thefe girls are ennuy* 
eufes to a degree beyond toleration!" I 
fmiled. " No matter," added (he, ** I know 
what that fmile fays, and I would pardon 
their being filly; but, my dear -Angelica, 
they are fpiteful, cenforious creatures! and 
the greateft flirts in nature. They really pro- 
voke me by their folly. Would you believe 
it, they wear rouge^ and yet haVe the mean- 
nefs to infmuate that both you and myfelf 
have too much colour to be natural," I 
fmiled again. " We have at leaft," faid I, 
** truth on our fide, and our complexions 
will not be the worfe for an examination. 
Why do you liften to this fort of nonfenfe? 
I fufped that you have in your fuite fome 
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beau not much difpofed to fevour the claims • 
that the mils Jamefons have on your time 
and kindnefs/' " Well," replied Ihe, « be 
theif claims what they may, I fliall drop 
them." " You will not do well," anfwered 
!• " Nay," faid flie, interrupting me, " they 
do not deferve your good nature, I am cer- 
tain; therefore fay no more. You have mor- 
tally oflFended them by animadverting on our 
quitting' the dance before it was finifhed: 
they have not forgotten it, I promife you!" 
<' So it appears," faid I, " that the animad* 
verfions have been remembered, and the re- 
formation forgotten; for I have perceived, 
iince that evening in which I took the friend- 
ly licenfe of fpeaking to you on the impro- 
priety of withdrawing from the dance, thafc 
you and your friends have mofl induftrioufly 
done fo." ^' Why," faid mifs Latimar, "diis 
i muft confefs; but in return, own that you 
are, as the Jamefons call you, a prude of the 
firft order. One would really fuppofe you 
a candidate foliciting votes and interefl: your 
extraordinary civility to the iho|^eepevft^ 
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"Wives and parfons' daughters muft, I think, 
gain you univerfal fuffrage : depend however 
upon my vote, for I love you with all your^ 
punftilios*** " I will endeavour at leaft/^ 
anfwered I, " to deferve your love, and in re- 
turn will tell you, and, if you pleafe, the miss 
Jamesons or any other miffes, what it feems 
at prefent has efcaped your obfervation* 
Amongft thefe fhopkeepers' wives and par- 
fons* daughters I have remarked a wonder- 
ful fagacity in feizihg proper fubjefts for ri- 
dicule and amufement for themfelves. Some- 
how or other thefe people are very frequently 
rational and acute; iand, what is yet more 
aflonifhing, they have cultivation and good 
breeding ; I prefer their approbation to their 
tenfure; and to fay the truth, I think I am 
more politic than you or your friends; fori 
have long fince difcovered that no one infults 
their good fenfe or fpoils their good humour 
with impunity/' " As you pleafe fo let it 
remain/* anfwered mifs Latimar with a pert 
air, '^ we amufe ourfelves. But you do well 
t0 alTume in time the matron.'* I blufhed. 
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*^ Yes, yes," continued fhe, "ITeehowk 
is ! your son will not want leading-ftrings ; 
which is a pity, for you would guide them 
admirably/' She laughed, nor couldl refrain* 
*' However, Angelica, although you think me 
fuch a madcap," continued 'flie, " I always 
defend you : you certainly have chofen the 
beft; car pour le jeune homme c'eft un ani* 
mal d'un fangfroid inconcevable! your old 
lover is gay and cheerful at leafl ; although 
between ourfelves, quelquefois un peu mal 
a propos. But you will improve him; and 
I recommend to your attention teaching him 
to be fomewhat more explicit in his complin 
ments ; for I never know whether I ought to 
look ferious for a reproof, or curtefy for a 
civil fpeech. You will . not only improve * 
your cher man, but your son^ I truft, who 
would do very well were he a little more 
foci-ableet enjoue." 

This was mifs Latimar at feventeen years 

■ 

of age, Ibeg you will attentively examine 
the features of her charafter : we ftiall fee 

whether 



208 

whether the development of them is fuch a^ 
ve might have expe&ed. 

Three or foiir years after my Buxton ex« 
curfion I again faw mifs Latimar : fhe had loft 
her mother; and her father at this time en- 
gaged a houfe in town for his winter refU 
dence. Mrs^ Ainfworth in the moft friendly 
terms recommended her old acquaintance 
to my good offices; and foliated my atten« 
lion to his beautiful daughter with an anxi« 
ety which did honour to her own heart and 
principles, and interefled mine to meet her 
benevolent deiigns. I never in my life felt 
a relu&ance to be ufeful to youth and inex* 
periaice,or balanced the trouUe, and,Imight 
£iy, the little iacrifices of felf*enjoyment an* 
nexed to the duty : and as often as I could, 
confidently with the rules I had prefcribed 
for my own conduct, I made a point of at* 
tending and introducing mifs Latimar to 
tfaofe public amufements, and to that circle of 
acquaintance I judged proper for her. I was 
not difpleafed that this care devolved entirely 
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upon irie ; becaufe it appeared more efFeftu- 
ally to anfwer all the purpofes with which I 
connefl:ed ufefulnefs and advantage to my 
charge. The lady who direfted Mr. Lati- 
mar's domeflic affairs was by no means qua- 
lified for the companion of his daughter: fhe 
was a diftant relation, advanced in years, and 
lame; but in whofe quiet temper and houfe- 
hold wifdom the good Mr. Latimar found 
his comforts. He difliked a town life, and 
had with reluftance yielded to the wifhes of 
his daughter; but relieved by me from the 
trouble of attending her in her amufements, 
he became not only contented but grateful. 

The beauty of mifs Latimar was not over* 
looked in London, and the particular atten- 
tions of a very amiable and refpeftable gen- 
tleman foon followed her arrival in town. Mr. 
Latimar was flattered by his overtures, and 
perfeftly fatisfied that his pretenfions on the 
fide of charafter were moft honourably fup- 
ported. As he was very intimate in our fa- 
mily, he declared his intentions, in the hopq 
of difcovering through my means the chance 
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of his fucceeding vnth the lady, 1 had ob« 
ferved nothing to diTcourage him, and your 
father engaged for fuccefe. But mils Ladmar 
unfortunately had fixed her heart 6n a. (itle^ 
and our friend was tenacioufly' attached to 
the name of a commoner, and one of the moft 
relpeftable in the kingdom. He was re- 
jefted ; and confoied himfelf by marrying 
ibme time after a lady, who, under the title of 
his wife, enjoys a happinefe at once the envy 
and admiration of her more ambitious ac- 
quaintance. 

The follo\raig year brought this family 
again to Pall Mall. I difcovered very foon^ 
that my gay protegee feldom claimed my for- 
mer cares; her acquaintance m town became 
very fafhionable and very extenfive, arid her 
engagements perpetual. I did not forget the 
good lather, and often Kftened to his regrets 
for his park and his hounds. If by chance 
his daughter was at home, I alfo liftened to 
her pathetic lamentations at feeing fo little of 
me, and to which I fometimes dryly repKed, 
that it was fcarcely poffible it could be other^ 
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iffrife, whilft we troi drcles fo remote from 
tach other. In reply to this^ I was told of 
lady Betty's or lady lane's uoreafonable de^ 
inasds on her time; and thefe converfatioos 
commonly fini&ed by the honeft Yorkflure*- 
man wifhing them coarfely with one whofe 
name became as Iktle the mouth of a gentle^ 
jmau as it would become my pen. 

Oae morning I was rather furprifed cm re- 
ceiving a vifit from mifs I^atimar at an howr 
when I &ould have fuppofed her lady Beittys^ 
her lady Janes, ajid herfelf, in their firft 
ileq). With a femiliarity which fee co^.l4 
^ffunie whenever it fuited her, but which^ 
with oth^ris lefS happy, would long fince have 
ichanged to a more f eferved manner pf ap^ 
.proacb, <he aflced me to chaperon her to the 
French ambaffador*$ balj. I hefitated; and 
at length fmiliag, And adverting to my ap* 
pearaace, frankly told her, I hardly thought 
inyfelf qualified for the honour, ''I declined 
the invitation altogether in the firft inftance,*' 
added I^ ^ but the ambaflador ha$ Gonvinoed 
Mr. Patoierftooe that J hav§ ©ptbing tP fear; 
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it 18 a very feleO: party, and I have pf omifed 
to fliow myfelf to my friends for an hour or 
two. I will however with pleafure attend you 
there, and doubt not but I (hall find fome 
one to whofe care I can fafely confide you 
when I fhall be inclined to retire." " Oh! 
that will be all I wifh," cried fhe gaily, " I 
ftiall meet many of my friends there.** ''That 
is not fo certain," anfw^ed I; " the company, 
will not be numerous. Monfieur le marquis 
read us the lift of his expefted guefts laft 
night; I wonder I did not attend to your 
name." "Mon Dieu!" exclaimed fhe with an 
affefted laugh, "the. wonder would have been 
if you had heard it ; for I have not the feli- 
city of being known to the mai^quis; and 
muft truft to you for my introduftion, and a 
card of invitation; which your influence will 
find it very eafy to get me." I know not, my 
dear Eliza, how it was, but I never felt more 
powerfully a difpofition to difappoint imper- 
tinence; and (he was indebted for her fuccefs 
to my recollefting, thati fhould at leaft oblige 
the Ainfworths by complying with a requeft 
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which was neither attended with trbuble nor 
hazard to myfelf, and which might be the 
means of fhowing her what was a truly po- 
lite circle. We parted therefore with rio 
other cares than thofe which now engaged 
-her attention; and (he quitted me to confult 
her. oracles on the important fubjeft of her 
drefs. 

This, by the way, was in the highefl: ftyle 
of fafliion and expenfe ; and had I pofleffed 
the vanity of being the chaperon to the moft 
admired belie in the room, it would have 
been gratified. We had fcarcely placed our- 
felves before I faw lady M — enter, accom- 
panied by mifs Pamell. I immediately di- 
refted my young companion's eyes to the bot- 
tom of the faloon, where the ladies had found 
Teats, and obferved, that I was furprifed to 
.fee them; monfieur le marquis having told 
me they would not be in town, I endea- 
voured to catch their eyes, but in vain: ftill 
however keeping mine on them, I thought 
that mifs Pamell looked thinner and paler 
than ufual, and I added this remark to my 

approbation 



4i4 

approbation of her drefe aftd elegtllt periTon. 
*' Why, how would you have her look ?** 
replied my giddy companion. " It would 
have been quite outre had fhe worn rouge 
to-night. Do you not confider that, as a for- 
saken damfel^ fhe ought to look p^ asd 
languifliing? This is her flrft exhibition; 
and to fay the truth, fhe wants only a garland 
of weeping willow, to complete the picture of 
a love-fick maiden." She laughed at this 
jfally of wit. " What is it you mean to lay?** 
afked I with alarm; and i*ecollefting that I 
had heard of Caroline's being on the point of 
changing her liame, ** I do not comprehend 
6he fyllable of what you are talking of.** 
** Mon Dieu!** cried fhe with an air of incre- 
dulity, t' efl-il pofEble that you have never 
heard mifs PamelPs adventure? It is now, Kke 
the lafl novel one reads, thrown by and. for- 
gotten ; but it is a pathetit tale, arid a very 
totnmon one with your fentirrietital young 
ladies.'* "For heaven's fake/* laid I, "letmfe 
hear it!** '* Why, then you mufl know," faid 
file eagerly," that a gentleman of the name of 

Brecon, 
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Brecon, who enjoys a very confiderable eftatt 
near Mn Parneirs country houfe, returned 
fome. time fince from the continent. • He was 
received by his country ndghbours as by all 
the world, for without doubt Brecon is the 
handfomeft and moft accomplifhed young 
fellow in the world: mifs Pamell wa9 of ray 
opinion, and papa and mamma had as j[avour- 
.able a one in refpeft to his fortune and cox>- 
nexions. He was welcomed at the Priory 
accordingly; and his vifits there were fre- 
quent. Some common-place gallantry and 
affiduities, merely 'pour puffer le terns,* 
followed J till at length Mr» Pamell thought 
it time to &cilitate the lovers' wifhes, and to 
talk to Brecon of fettlements and the wed- 
ding-day. Poor Brecon, terrified by the dan- 
ger, inftead of laughing it off, very awk- 
wardly explained himfelf, and left the good 
Mr. Pamell conwiced that he was not tired 
of freedom.. You may fuppofe that his re- 
. treat was refented. Poor lady M--, utterly 
• confounded by feeing her hopes defeated, 
fent to the jeweller's for^ her antediluvian 

necklace 
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necklace and ear-rings, which it is faid were 
adtually new fetting for the bride elefl:; and 
I verily believe/* added Ihe, earneftly look- 
ing at Caroline, ** that (he was too late for 
the refcueofher dear diamonds; and that 
mifs Pamell had got poffeffion of them ; for 
(he is very brilliant to-night." I liftened to 
this tale with ill-concealed indignation, and 
was going to condemn the fpeaker, when 
fCij hufband led to her a gentleman as a 
partner for the dance; and v ith his afliftance 
I reached my friends, 

I ftiould have told you, that from the time 
mifs Pamell had quitted her fchool (he had 
refided as much with lady M — as with her 
parents; and that, from my intimacy with 
this amiable woman after my marriage, I had 
frequent occafions of feeing and knowing 

• 

mifs Pamell, who was juflly entitled to the 
affeftion of lady Mr—, and regarded by all 
her friends as her adopted child. Our firft 
greetings of pleafure and kindnefs were fuc- 
ceeded by the confirmation of my fears for 
Caroline's health. She was evidently more 

delicate 
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delicate and fallen away than I wiflied to fee 
her; and on iriy inquiries Ihe told me that 
flie had been ill, but that flie was fo much 
recovered as to murmur at the prohibition 
which prevented her dancing. Her fpirits 
were apparently fuch as I had. always feen 
them, and I forgot my late apprehenfions in 
the pleafure of her converfation. The exer- 
tions Ihe made and the heat of the apart* 
ment foon gave a colour to her faded cheek, 
and I thought I never faw Caroline look fo 
beautiful ; nor was I fingular in my opinion. 
She had drawn around us a pleafant grouper; 
and her unaffefted gaiety attached the little 
-circle to us. She particularly noticed mils 
Latimar's dancing, and with the utmoU 
franknefs pronounced her a lovely girl. Some 
one obferved that ihe was a silly girl. Caro- 
line refuted the charge, and fteadily aiTerted 
that fhe had a good underftanding, and that 
lime would fhow it. The fubjeft of this de- 
bate now approached us panting for breath, 
find her face glowing with exercife, and the 
. ^ con- 
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cotifcioufilefs 6f haying attraded every efe^ 
Caroline inftantly refigned to her the feaf 
ihe occupied, fettled her dzford^ed head-^ 
drefs, and with fweetnefs paid her fome little 
compliment on her dancing. Mifs Latimar 
retmned thefe artlef$ expref&ons of goodwill 
with lamentations on the fubje£t of Caroline's 

* bad looks : fhe was fbocked to fee how 
flie was flirunk.* Then followed inquiries 
after her dear Marianne Pamell, * whom (he 
would give the world to fee again/ To 
this fucceeded her remarks on the coittpany. 

* There were not three well-drcffed women 
in the rooms, and the whole was too corrcfl: 
to be fpirited.' Another dance was called^ 
and mifs Latimar with an air of triumph left 
us to our fpiritlefs amuiements. I. withdrew 
at an early hour with lady M — , leaving my 
hufband to take my poft with two ladies, who 
engaged to fee mils Latimar home. . In our 
way to my tranquil pillow, lady M en- 
gaged me to pafs the following day with 
her^ and as it was fetded for a quiet one, 

and 
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and I knetr that tny huiband would be eni- 
gaged in the city, I cheerfully promifed to 
be at her levee. 

On entering her dreffing-room, I found 
her ladyfhip alone and reading. * I have loft 
my girl for an hour or two," faid Ihe, putting 
afide the book. " Her mother, anxious to 
know how ihe had borne the buftle of laft 
night, was here at breakfaft ; and fhe has pre- 
vailed, for they are gone for an airing this de- 
lightful morning.'* "I a mnot forry,'* replied 
I, " that<^ find you alone, though I have pre- 
vented you from enjoying the fun.*' I pro- 
ceeded, and with caution mentioned the idle 
tale which had reached me; adding, that I 
much feared, left, with fuch obvious mifre- 
prefentations, fome caufe of vexation had 
beeti experienced by mifs Parliell ; and which 
might have contributed to her illnefs. " Cin- 
cumftances rather than any intention of 
mine,'* replied the worthy lady M — , " havfe 
hitherto kept you ignorant of the unfortu- 
nate bufmefs which has of late difturbed our 
tianquillity, and threaten^, I may fay, the 

Ufe 
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life of our deaf Cwoline. We have for 
thefe lait eighteen months been at crofs pur- 
pofes, and have never met in London; other- 
wife your advice and friendfhip would have 
been foliated with that confidence which 
they merit. As matters now ftand, I fee 
clearly that they are ftill neceifary, and I 
fcrupje not to claim them. In your half- 
fuppreffed and guarded ftory, I find addi« 
tional motives for that intereft which my 
heart prompts me to take in the concerns of 
mifs Pamell; for I now find, what I never 
before fufpelfted, that fhe {lands in need of 
the fup|>ort of the candid and good. In fuch 
a caufe, the interference of Mrs. Palmer- 
ftone will never )be wanting or ufelefs. Per- 
mit me then to place before you all the 
events which have taken place during your 
late melancholy abfence from town/* (I had, 
my Eliza, lofl my dear mother fome months 
prior to this time)'^and which have condufted 
mifs Pamell to her prefent feeble flate, and 
expofed her to the fenfelefs comments of the 
weak, and I may add the wicked, but ixi 

which 
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which you will fee a conduft regulated by 
virtues which feldom exert themfelves in 
fimilar cafes, I mean, by prudence and for* 
titude. It does not often happen that an 
inclination fanftioned by parents, and ground- 
ed on merit and reciprocal efteem, yields to 
nobler impreffions. 

." It is needlefs to tell you that I regard Ca- 
roline as my child; and that I am confidered 
by her natural parents as a common fharer 
with them in this bleffing. Mr. Brecon's 
.overtures were in the firft inftance laid before 
me. Mifs P^imell had known him long be- 
fore he went abroad, and I have good reafons 
for believing that (he had obferved his alli- 
duities even then with favour, as (he fteadily 
refiifed feveral unexceptionable offers of mar* 
riage. 

** Oh his return, his purpofe and hopes were 
declared in the moft honourable manner by 
an application to her father, and the moft un- 
limited conditions on his part. Mr. Pamell 
afted conformably to his principles; every 
inquiry relative to Mr. Brecon's chara£ler 

was 
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was moft honourabijr refolved in his favour. 
His tutor, a man diftinguifhed for his inte- 
grity and piety, as much as &r his learning, 
had, as a chofen friend, been his companion 
in his travels, after the age which ufuailv fets 
a young man of fortune above all reftraint; 
and this gentleman's teftimony of histcMidud 
was more than fatisfafbory. Mr. Pamell, 
contented on this effential point, rrferred the 
lover to his daughter for a final anfwer: this 
was favourable ; and wkh parties more foli^ 
citous for happinefs than ufelefs wealth, every, 
condition annexed to large pofleffions was 
fimpiy and fpeedily fettled. 

^ Mr, Brecon is remarkably handfome,and 
extremely lively and animated in converiau- 
don, for which he pofifefles talents rarely to 
be met with in this frivolous age- I have 
ibmedmes thought he was deficient in that 
fteaxlinefe of <:hara£ter, and, if I may fo ex^ 
prefs myfelf, that fobriety of mind which i 
wi/hed to find in a man deftined to be the 
protestor of Caroline Pamdl: but on the& 
oocft&ms I recoUeded my retirc^Qent irpak 
c the 
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the gay world, and thofe habits and opimoxts 
which fo naturally take the lead in minds 
.matured by time and experience; and I con*- 
ftantly remarked with fetisfadlion, that i 
l<X)k from the mild eye of Caroline never 
£dled in a moment to check the exuberance 
of thofe fpirits which alarmed me, and to 
iilence thofe fallies of wit which I could not 
^joy. Thus wasmy confidence in him r^ 
ftored; and I remained latisfied that, confi- 
d^ring the licence allowed to young men in 
the prefent day, and the hard neceffity which 
parents dx^ under to compromife with thar 
principles, or fee their daughters unfettled, 
jwe had been peculiarly fortunate. 

'^ Caroline, in order to reconcile her motha* 
jto the change in her fituation, which was fafl: 
approaching, left me to refide in Broad-ftreet. 
J\4r3. . Pamell could not, in the profped oS 
hex child's happinefs, lofe thofe tender re- 
grets infeparable from the heart of fuch a 
mother, and to thde flie gave a colouring, 
which, whijft it added to thdr weight, re- 
moved from her own cenfure the felfiftinefe 

which 
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which fhe could not have tolerated in to^ 
othen She pleaded conftantly her daugh- 
ter's deKcate health, and attributed to that 
caufe her reludance to parting with her. 

*^ It happened one Sunday evening, that 
Mn and Mrs. Pamell left Caroline alone, in 
•order to pay a friendly vifit to a (ick neigh* 
boun She had given her orders to the fer* 
vants, and concluded that flie/wasnot liable 
to any interruption. A vifiting rap at the 
door confequently did not difcompofe hor: 
but the hafty approach of feet on the ftair- 
cafe fomewhat alarmed her; for fhe thought 
that the fick friend df the family muft have 
been too ill to admit ^ her parents, and that 
they were returned home. The drawiftg- 
room door opened, and Mr. Brecon entered. 
Mifs Pamell's furprife on feeing him arofe 
entirely from believing him at that moment 
in Effex, and inftantly yielded to theplea- 
fure of the unlooked-for vifit. He explained 
to her the obftacles which had impeded his 
intended little journey, murmured in his 
ufual way at the lawyers, and concluded his 

philippic 
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poifon them if they were not ready to go. 
down wifli him in three days. 
.., " During this interval, his hand turned me- 
chanically the leaves of a bpok on the table, 
in which mifs Pamell had been reading, and 
by which was a Bible ftill open* He looked 
at the book of fermons that he held, and, 
glancing his eye on the Bible, *What!* criecj 
he, laughing heartily, * you are ftill Piety 
in pattens, as that madcap Latiniar ufed to 
call you at school ?* ' I fhould hope,' re- 
plied Caroline with ferioufnefs, * that Mn 
Brecon is one of the laft men who . would 
regard this defignation of the woman de- 
ftined for his wife, as a term, of reproach. 
Mifs Latimar honourably, although uninten- 
tionally, diftinguiflied me amongft my com- 
pamons. The acceptation of this peculiar 
title in her heedlefe mind by no means de- 
grades it in mine. I do not exaftly view it 
in the fame point of ridicule with herfelf, or 
thofe from whom fhe borrowed it; which, if 
I am not miftaken, is from the head of a farce 
VOL. in. Q . written 
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written by an author celebi:ated for vnt^ but 
who fcrupled not fometiihes to forget deco-' 
rum: I am forry mifs Latimar has not for- 
gotten the occafion, and the feafon of her 
life in wtiich fhe was liable 16 the fame miC* 
take/ 

•* Brecon had dined gaily. He did not read 
Caroline's countenance with' his ufuid pene- 
tration, and with much eagertlefs and vivacity 
he now began to ridicule her gravity, run- 
ning over the ^gunients that with bur- 
gundy and champaign pafs for unanfwer^ 
able; he talked wth cutting raillery of * the 
believing wife converting the infidel hiif- 
band;' and very eloquently defcanted on the 
abfurdity of vulgar prejudices and prieftly 
cunning. Mifs Pamieirs emotions at length 
betrayed hen He perceived diat fhe was 
fliocked and in tears;- and temfied by fhe 
mifchief which he had fo thoughtlefsly pro* 
duced, a paffionate and fond rhapfody fuc- 
ceeded, which wais little calculated to impofe 
on her underftanding, or to footh her mind. 
He fihilhed by faying, that fuch ¥ras her un- 
controllable 
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controllable power Over him, that flie fhould^ 
find Hini docile, not only to Sunday read- 
ings, but in Sunday fchools. He again 
laughed, taking her hand with gay freedom. 
CaroKne at this moment fuTpefted foniewhat 
of the caufe which operated on the unguarded 
Brecon. She arofe with dignity, and quitted 
die rooni in filence. Mr. Brecon waited her 
return during fome time, and then left the 
hotife; jjrobably uhconfcious of the ferious 
cortfequences of this vifit. 

** The next morning I was fummoned to 
Broad-ftreet. Mife Pamell calmly recounted 
id tis all that I have related to you; and pro- 
tefted it the fame time that fhe believed Mr. 
Brecon to be perfedly fober, until the mo^ 
ment fhie left the drawing-rooni, when ei- 
ther the truth ftruck her, or a counterfeited 
appeiracnce of that (fate from which he 
might hope for an excufe for his converfa- 
tion. * I have reafon,* continued fhe, * to 
blefs a difcovery which has at once deter- 
ttiined my doubts refpefting Mr. Brecon'^s 
principles; I have not unfrequently of late 

obferved 
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obfenred a levity in his opinions which hasif 
given me much uneafmefs; I have vainly^ 
^d weakly endeavoured to impofe on my 
underftanding, and to believe, that what had 
efcaped the notice of my beft friends could 
not contain caiife of alann or fisar for me, and 
that my obfervations were rather the effefl» 
of a too apprehenfive mind, than any defi- 
ciency in principle on the part of Mr. Brecon. 
He has h^f ppily ceafed to be ambiguous, and 
my duty and moft important interefts call 
for the facrifice of my inclination} nay more^ 
my long cheriflied afFeftion/ Tears and a 
fudden emotion checked her iroice, but Ihe 
foon recovered. * I am determined to make 
this facrifice,' continued flie with collefted 
firmnefs* * I .feel that my happinefs muft 
have for its fecurity foniething more folid 
than the fluftuating opinions of a Speculative 
mind too much influenced by human paf-» 
fions. My hufband muft haye motives for. 
his condud which admit of no appeal but 
to the written word of God. The chriftian 
religion is my guide, the roci of my de-r 

fenc^ 
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fence, and my fupport againft evil. My 
hulband muft by his faith in its promifes, 
and reverence for its precepts and ordi- 
nances, ftrengthen my feeblenefs, and confirm 
my confidence in thofe engagements which 
at the altar he muft folemnly vow to fulfil. 
I have endeavoui-ed more than once to ex- 
plain my fentiments on this important point. 
Shall I confefs that my weak reafon and 
weaker heart have been filenced by a fo- 
phiftry in which I could perceive nothing ei- 
ther fatisfaftory or beneficial to my peace?* 

** Mrs. Pamell, much affeded for her daugh- 
ter, touched with delicacy on the importance 
of the queftion, as it related to the common 
happinefs of all parties concerned. She fpoke 
of the refpeftable and amiable parts of Mr. 
Brecon's charafter, and infinuated that a 
mutual explanation might fatisfy Caroline, 
and ferioufly difpofe Mr. Brecon to recant 
fuch opinions as had with reafon alarmed 
the woman whom (he was confident he 
loved tenderly. Caroline bluflied, and, 
tviping off a tear, with q[uicknefs replied, that 
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my weaknefs. We are/ faid flie, * equally 
the dupes of our felf-love in our fears as in 
our pretenfions. You think this matter will 
be canvaffed in the world, that I Ihall fuffer 
in the public opinion, and your gentle fpirit 
fmks at the idea. I like you, my dear and 
revered guide, think the opinion of the 
world of importance; the virtue and good 
conduck of a woman cannot have too many 
barriers to fecure it. This, I am perfuaded, 
every prudent female will admit with myfelf, 
notwithftaaiding her conviftion that, if the 
citadel is defended by principles of religion 
and a well-informed reafon, it would be fafe, 
although ' fome of the feeble out-works of 
public opinion were removed and broken 
down. But I recoUeO;/ added {he fmiling, 
* on all occafions when the reftraints of cut 
tom and the dread of this * world's laugh* 
bppofe theriifelves to my fecret judgment, 
that even the miftrefs of the world, all-pow- 
erful Rome, was faved by the babbling of 

• 

geese ; and that the reftraints even of pre- 
judice and narrow-mijidednefs, if they in^ 

crejJe 
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creafe the impediments to do evil, are nfeful 
arid refpeftable. But no ftridures on female 
conduft fhall fuperfede with me the com- 
mands of a fuperior law; and influenced as 
my conduft is in the prefent inftance, I am 
prepared to meet the cenfure of the world. 
The ftory will have its courfe without doubt 
in our narrow circle. It will be defended 
and blamecj, as the caprice of the moment 
fuggefts, by the majority of thofe who will 
liften to it without any further intereft than 
that of hearing what they had not heard be- 
fore. The candid will fufpend their cen- 
fures, and the good will remember thofe 
friends who proteft me. Mr. Brecon will, 
I truft, eafily forget a woman who is able to 
facrifice him to what he will call a miftaken 
and intolerant zeal, and he will be congra- 
tulated by his gay friends on efcaping from 
a yoke which I believe they reprobate 
nearly as much as revealed religion. We 
will, if you pleafe, leave town for a little time. 
Perhaps,* added Ihe, weeping anew, * my 
^irits may demand fome refpite from the 
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tive. " I thought as much," cried flie ex- 
ultingly. " I knezo it could not be true; but 
there are people who will give credit to any 
thing, no matter how improbable. It is very 
likely, indeed, that Brecon Ihould quit the 
pleafures of London for that horrid climate, 
where if he live he will become as black and 
as favage as his filthy negroes.** " Well,*' 
replied I laughing, ** let us leave him to his 
fete, in cafe he is fa carelefs of his complex- 
ion ; for my not having heard of his inten- 
tion is no evidence for or againft the news 
you have picked up. But, as you juftly ob- 
ferve, public report is entitled to little faith, 
lam afraid,** continued I more ferioufly, 
** that both you and myfelf have been too 
credulous in regard to the nature of that gen- 
tleman*8 connexions in Mr. Pamell*s family. 
Mifs Pamell was^ by no means the dupe bf 
her own vanity, as you were informed: oh 
the contrary,^ flic has been aftuatedby the 
moft noble principles, to rejefl: an dlianqe 
in which not only her own inclinations but 
Mr. Brecon's happinefs are the facrifices. 

Affured 
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A&Jixed as I am of th^s- truth,- I think with 
regret of having for an inftant lifteued to 
your improbable ftory, and I doubt not but 
that you will be jforry for having repeated it." 
" I had," anfwered fhe with an air of pique^ 
V that filly bufmefs from a fource too often- 
fible to admit of any doubts relative to the 
truth of the account. I. know from the moft 
undeniable authority, that Oliver Brecon 
never had a thought of marrying mifs Par- 
nell, nor the wifh of, mifleading her or her 
friends into fuch an opinion/' "That is 
very extraordinary," refumed I; " for fuch 
an authority as you appear to.r^ft upon cer- 
tainly contradifts Mr. Brecon's own declara- 
tion." ^I paufed — --flie was filent. 

"Moreover," continued Ij " I have read 
lately a letter written by himfelf, containing 
reiterated propofals for the renewal of an 
engagement, the interruption of which he 
deplores as the heaviefl difappointment of 
his life/* "Yes, yes," exclaimed fhe, "I 
linderftand how all this has Jiappened : lady 
M— is an excellent auxiliary on fuch occa- 

fionsl" 
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fions!'* "You fiirely," d^mandftdl with fi»n^ 
<j[tli(jcitefs, " do not mean td imply that lady 
M-*- is capaUtf of impofidon or foi^isry ! and 
yet fhe mufthave been acceffioy to bofii, be- 
fore you can fet afide the evidence I haire 
given you. Nor do you, I beKeve, imagine 
dtat Mr. ttredbn would conttotedly ftibinit 
to fuch meafiires, or deny Ks^ own hand- 
writings. The truth therefore 'is palpable j 
indif you wife for further confirmation j yott 
fliail not only fee thislettfer, btit be convinced 
that Mr.' Brecon openly iiyows his attaj(ji< 
mettt tfy mils Pamell/ and Aat he has etn^ 
ployed, not ten days fince^ the iritfereft of hiS 
friends to regain her fevotir and efteehi, atid 
effeft his defire of an union. Be then- juff 
to yourfelf, niydear iriifs Latimar/' added 1 
foftening, *^ be candid,, and ^ow that ydH 
have been mifled^bya inifrq>rerentation'of 
this amiable young v^^omto -s tonduft. Yovit 
perfiftiilg in an obftinate adherence^to theiste 
you have heard will only injure youfffelft 
You have long-fcnown Caroline PafnJrfli yOiii- 
youthful days wdre pafled in thefjtme-houfer. 

Every 
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Every one who knows mifs ^miell w21 re- 
jed this ftory, and you will mblt hbiicWraHy* 
exhibit your own charafter by treating^ it 
with the contempt which it deferves. Tdii 
are young and beautiful like her, and equally 
expoled to the fliafts of eiivy. The caufe of 
Caroline Parnell is a common caufe, which' 
every virtuous - and prudent young woman 
dught aOively to defend. Falfehood Andma- 
Kgi!dty would fcTon retreat, did they find dp^ 
ponents in every honeft and caAdid heafer 
of their fabricated malice. It is our fupine^ 
hefs and indolence which give them celerity; 
and the power of iftjurtftg the innocent." ^' 1 
thank you, madam, for your instruclibnsj'^- 
replied mifs Latinlar with ironical humilityl 
•* I am forry that I feel on this occafioii 
fo little djfpdfition to pr6fit from them. Fa£te 
'with liie are ftubborn things. I beg leave 
to refign mifs Parnell and her concerns into 
' ydUr and lady M — *s hands. You are much 
* better qualified to combat with general belief 
diaft I prefume to be." 

I Was pfO'Voked, my Eliza, aiid with rib 

little 
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Ktde ^perity remladed her of a proof which 

fhe had fo apparendy overlooked. " You 

will do well/' faid I, " in your future anim- 

adverfions and comments on this afEair, to 

recolleft that, whether it arifes from a natural 

love of juftice, or from that fhrewdnefs and 

cunning which depravity rarely wants, the 

world has a wonderful fagacity in difcovering 

the common incitements to malevolence and 

flander. Take care left it ftumble on the 

• 

truth, in afcribing motives for your difbelief 
of circumftances to the honour of this excel- 
lent young woman, that will be more ofFen- 
five to your vanity than the triumph of her 
JairJhmeJ* She rofe indignantly from her 
feat. " I will at leaft,'* faid (he, furioufly 
ringing, " fpare that vanity further infult at 
prefent." " You will do welly ^ faid I calmly, 
*' and ftill better if yoii can as eafily and ef- 
feftually fecure it from the many it will have 
to encounter.** She retired haughtily and 
rudely. 

I was diverted fome days after by the ac- 
count which flie diligently circulated of our 

quarreL 
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quarrel. I had, according to this accurate 
chronicle, cruelly infulted her feelings^ by 
upbraiding her as the caufe of Mr. Brecon's 
defertion of mifsPamell, ayoung lady whom 
fhe fo particularly efteemed and admired. I 
had ^yen gone fo far as to infinuate, that fhe 
had favoured his addreffes. I fmiled, and 
mils Latimar's injuries were forgotten. 

You may perhaps imagine that this giddy 
girl had fome objeft in view by this condudk, 
not very remote from the accufarions that 
fhe produced againfl me. You are miflaken. 
Mifs Latimar was a coquette, and invulnera- 
ble but on the fide of vanity. She would 
•have heard of the death of a lover with more 
compofure than of the defertioa of an ad- 
mirer. Mr. Brecon had nev^r inlifted under 
her banners ; and the moft fhe could pn>- 
mife herfelf was, to fee him occafionsdly in 
her train; for his fociety was not hers. The 
fole motive of her condud muft be fimply 
reduced to the deiire of lefTening that influ- 
ence in another, which fhe coveted to enjoy 
without a rival; and Caroline Pamell ihared 
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her enmity vith every other young and beau- 
tiful woman who ftood in her way. 

From this period I loft fight of mifs Lati- 
mar. The very recoUeftion of her was loft 
in fcenes in which fhe could have no intereft. 
At length I accidentally learned that fhe had 
affodated with ladies eftablifhed in the public 
opinion by the pains which they had taken 
to place themfelves above its cenfures ; and 
an idle ftory was produced to convince me 
that mifs Latimar had not quite reached their 
impunity : for it was faid, that at Bath fhe 
had with apparent complacence received 
the aifiduous and marked attentions of an 
Italian noblanan; that he had followed her 
to town, and was very fortunately recognized 
by my lord B— -^ whofe valet he had been 
4t Naples. I will not be rafponfible for the 
truth of this ftory j but I know that Mr 
Latimar gave up his houfe in London from 
that time, and kept his fair daughter im- 
mured at his feat in Yorkfliire^ with fome 
feverity on his part, and much relu^ance 
9nd obftinate contention on hers. 

She 
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She was at the time of her forced retire- 
ment three- or four-and-twenty ; and I leave it 
to you to calculate the progrefs fhe had made 
in that career, which at feventeen fo mife- 
rably invited her. I leave you to trace the 
road which has vanity for its guide, and folly 
for its end. 

I was prepared for her late vifit by a letter 
from Mrs. Ainfworth, in whofe age and in- 
firmities lie buried not only her good fenfe 
and experience, but the remembrance of 
thofe ads of kindnefs and friendfhip which 
imfs Latimar has recaved from her for the 
greateft part of her life. She informed me 
that mifs Latimar, weary of her confinement, 
and impatient of control, had infiited on 
vifiting London ; tjiat her father, tired of 
oppofition, and weakened by age and fevere 
fits of the gout, fubmitted ; but firmly with- 
held the means of gratifying her love of 
expenfe and fhow ; alleging that fhe had 
fpent a fortune when permitted to do as fhe 
pleafed with his purfe. It appears that he 
was firm. She is therefore in lodgings with 

two 
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two ferrants; and in this fituation ihe pro- 
bably forgot that eight years had ^ made any 
change in the circle of her former brilliant 
amufements* But (he finds the place flie then 
occupied filled up ; her former gay friends 
no longer recoiled her face; and fome 
amongft them are afhamed to fhow their 
own. In this awkward predicament mifs 
Latitnar thought of* me, and with fome rea^ 
fon judged that I had it in my power to be 
ufeful to her* But mifs Latimar has no longer 
^e p{ea of youth and inexperience to urge 
with mej and I am no Quixote in the work, 
of reformation, I am well aifured that it 
would be as chimerical to combat th^ efta^ 
blifhed empire of folly and vanity in th^ heart 
of a woman upwards of thirty, as to encoun* 
ter windmills under the imaginary forms of 
giants and magicians. For all other donii- 
neerii^g paflions wifdom may hope to fjnd an 
antidote, and prudence and add^efs may. 
feize th? moment in which to render it effi- 
cacious: but vanity is a tyrant whi(Ji never 
fleeps J it feeds on all thq nobler faculties of 

the 
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the mind, fubduea reafon, W fcoms ihftnic* 
tion. Infeniible to the contempt it excites, 
its reftlefs fearch is admiration, and with 
greedy hafte it fnatches it from the mean- 
eft adulator, or the moft infidious betrayer* 
i/Hk Latimaf muft now fink into that cha- 
racter which flie has prepared for herfelf. 
She has received the tribute which fools onl^ 
pay to youth and beauty; fhe has ho claim 
to that which wifdom cheerfully gives to 
merit* As the votluy of vafiity fhe has had 
her reign: the remainder of her exiftence is a 
blank in fociety ; and will produce no bettet 
fruits to ha-felf than repinings and difcontent, 
to lay nothing of thofe evils to which invete^ 
rate folly may yet betray her. 

It did hot fuit my temper, my princi- 
J>led, or my convenience, to become ufeful 
to tliis lady. My coldtiefs towards her when 
herethas Explained my intentions; and we 
Ikail fee ho more of her. 

I think you will hate reafon to complain 
of me if 1 omit fatisfying you with the fequel 
€)f ntift Parhelfs ftory. I will therefore finifh 

my 
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my narrative, by relating thofe events whidi 
induced tier finally to take the name of 
Brecon. 

Mifs Latimar's intelligence, refpe£ting this 
gentleman's vifiting a large eftate left him by 
an uncle in Barbadoes, was well founded. 
Difappointed in all refpeds in his hopes to 
regain his former footing in Mr. Pamell's 
family, he quitted England; but her predic- 
tions as to his appearance at his return were 
fomewhat lels exadUy verified. It is true, 
he returned a changed ntan^ and his com- 
plexion was not improved; but although it 
was not quite the colour of his " filthy 
negroes," it bore the^hue of melancholy j and 
alarmed his friends. He retired to his feat 
in EiTex, and for fome time appeared to have 
forgotten the world. Doftor S— , his con- 
ftant companion, and deareit fiiend, at length 
fucceeded in difpeiling one fubjeft of regret 
from his mind, and he infenfibly milced iqi 
fodety. The fteady and manly indifference 
with which he met the'pointed ridicule of his 
former gay affbciates, the afliduity with which 

he 
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he ^igaged in purfuits worthy 6f him and 
fuitable to his condition in life, convinced 
every one that Mr. Brecon was a changed 
man. At this time he became a frequent 
vifitor at your grandfather's, and gained with 
us an efjteem that he has maintained to this 
hour. In about a year after his return from 
Barbadoes I received the following letter 
from lady M-^, to announce to me an event 
which all mi&Pameirs friends were prqpared 
to <expe£tj^ and which all heard of with fatis* 
fadion. 

You will rejoicewith us," wrote ladyM—*, 
in the happinefs of this aufpicious day. Your 
favourites are united. It is more than prO'- 
bable that the delay of their happinefs will 
be the bafis of its fecurityj for it now refts 
on a fincere return from error on the one. 
part, and the mod entire confidence and 
efleem on the othen Dofkpr S— , who 
joined their hands, has juft left me, weeping 
with joy, and fa.ying, like the good Simeon, 
* Lord, now lettefl thou thy fervant depart 
in peace. Think,' faid he» ^ think, my. 
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dear lady M — , to what a height my (hare of 
this day's comfort' amounts! But you camiot 
duly eftimate it without knowing what was 
my fprrow, on feeing the objeft of my beft 
hopes, and. the child of my affedion, defert 
that caufe for which I have lived, and foi^ 
which I would meet death.' 

** ' Oliver Brecon was left to my care at 
feven years of age by his father, who kindly 
thought my integrity equal to the duty, arid 
my friendfhip equal to the burthen* He 
was of age before he travelled ; and viiih 
honed pleafure I found that he preferred^ his 
tutor and' his father in love to a younger 

companion. Lhad m the early part (^ my 

* 

Efe made connexions on the continent, 
which now became ufefiil to Mr. Brecon j 
and with pleafure I introduced this second 
proof that I had not lived irt vain. I ex- 
ulted in the fuccefs of my labours, and law 
with pride a condu£k in my pupil that re- 
flefted honour cmi my gray head. He treated 
the flimfy fophiftry which he met with in 
almoft every literary fociety that he fre-^ 

quented. 
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qnaited, vkh manly argtiment and proud 
defiance, and quitted it with the reputation 
of a man who was wdl able to defend the 
caufe he had adopted, and who was worthy 
of it. I enjoyed my triumph too foon, and 
I doubt too proudly. His imfufpe&ing nature^ 
the conviviality of his temp^, th^t confci* 
oufhefs of abilities which felf-love even on 
weaker grounds whifpers to the human heart, 
all tended to miflead him in London. His 
large fortune and independent condition footk 
allured around him aflbciates, not the Ids 
qualified for his fedu£Hon by being removed 
from fufpidbn in a mind that had no clue in 
itfelf to lead it to conceive a Tmiiler defign 
in that of another. But thefe very honour* 
able friends found that they had more to do 
than they looked for. Brecon from a boy 
hated trivial purfuits. In exercife he was 
manly, and even daring; but a love of ftudy 
was his predominant pailicn. Graming was 
hisaverfion, and the pleafures of the table 
finked for him when converfation and wit 
were loft in revelry. His new friends law 

that 
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that they had to corrupt his taile as vrell as to 
pervert his morals* They ix^anted not pene^ 
tration, and foon difcovered that it was ne-* 
ceflary to break down the ftrong fences which 
defended both the one and the other;, but 
which had not kept out the vanity of a young 
man fenfible of thofe acquirements ^diich 
ccmftituted with him the only fiq)eriority of 
which he was imbidous. ReCgion^ became 
their topic of debate, and ridicule their keen* 
eft argument* Oliver entered the lifts with 
ardour* He repelled their attacks with fuc-^ 
ceis ; but his honeft heart perceived not their 
fixbtlety^ A loud laugh could now difcon* 
cert him, and he began to waver in that 
faith which he had believed could filence 
wilful obftinacy* Ardendy did he return 
again and again to the charge* He ftruggled 
for vidtory, when retreat would have been 
not only honourable but glorious ; for hi^ 4e-« 
feajt was the triumph, not of r^afon, but of 
concerted cunning and diifimuladon* They 
liftened to betray, they anfweredto entrap; 
and the inexperienced Oliver became a ccn-^ 

vert 
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V Y&t to ment^ xtrhom a year before he wbuH 
riioti ha9e^^ldeIgned to meet in the fdr^and 
. /:c^!f3i£' inveftigation of any fubjed nvorthy of 
rhis thoughts. That mifs PameU m the firft 
moments of felf-recoUedion had not an m* 
iluence, it is far from my intention to alTert} 
but I mil be anfwerable for the fincerity with 
which he has returned to thpfe principles 
which he inconfiderately abandoned. Thdr 
infinite importance to the happinefs of man 
has been duly wdghed by a mind ferioufly 
alarmed by the hazard of relinquiffaing them; 
and Mr. Brecon has fallen, to rife with re- 
doubled firmnefs; fer he knows at prefent 
the ftrength that is needful for human weak- 
nefs.' *' 

I cannot, my dear Eliza, finiih this letter 
without fome obfervadons of my own« Tou 
have been infhuded in your religious faith 
by parents who have honeftly made that re* 
ligion the rule of their condud; and with 
every argum^it rduldng from their own 
belief and experience they have endeavoured 
to -convince you, that there is no fafety in 
this world for thofe who reject the word of 

God- 
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God« Too wdl know Ukewife that I am no 
bigot: all who profefe the fame faith with 
myiielf^ and all who profefa to follow the 
ftme divine leader^ ane Chriftians with xxie^ 
however we may diflent on thofe fpeculadve 
points, which, as having little to do with out 
obedience to the precepts and commands of 
our mafter, are and muft be fubje£bs of left 
impoitance to me, and to all thofe who with 
limited knowledge and humility of heart 
prefer doing the will of om divine teatber; 
to fearching into the myfteries of that faith 
which we acknowledge as fufficient to fave^ 
But you are now, my £Uza, entering a world 
that will hourly call upon you for pity and 
toleration. You will meet men, who, under 
the name of Deifb, will furprife you by 
their rejedion of that very gofpd from 
which has been drawn &e pure marafiCy ther)" 
]m)fe&, and which I am willing fio beUeve 
many of them pra£tile. Thefe are meA 
whofe reafoning faculties are acute, and 
whofe reading has given them iflot^ mig4^ 
liuky and fubtlety than love of trodi and 

fimipiicity; 
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fimplic&y ; hot that they hale the light, but 
that pride teaches them to think that they 
have eyes to fearch into the feprets e^cn of 
Omnipotence. We ■will not prefume, my 
child, to judge fuch men as thefe; but wq 
may lament their defertion of a fakh which 
would not difgrace their boafted leafon, and 
which even they muft allow promifei more 
than fcepticifm* We will however, my 
Eliza, iif^ly ihow our contempt and fcom 
of thofe who adopt infidelity as the faihion 
of the day; and who, without one appro, 
pdate idea of the fubjeA, or moreinftru&ion 
^ton they brought with them from the nur^ 
^rff fet up for freethinkers; and eonfider 
thdr fenfelefs attacks on revealed religion as 
proftfs of th^Ir wt, and tefta of their und«% 
(tiding ; and, m their rude and oiSctouf 
?eal to brfe^ down the barriers which fecure 
th^ir neighbours, fency that thw pilfered 
Ungustge and arguments muft convince 
oth^s, though uniatelligible to themfelveSi 
I have n»et with even boys, my dear child^ 

wha 
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who hscre pertly and inlbleiidy obtruded 
tfadr doubts amongft a drcie of women, and 
In the prefence of their mothers and fiflers. 
I have Kftened to fome of thefe fuperior 
geniuses^ who with the utmoft felf-compla- 
cenicy have congratulated themfelves on 
having difcarded points of faith, which the 
wifeft and moft enlightened of our race have 
believed and defended with glory. You 
will, as well as your mother, be in danger of 
forgetting Chriftian charity with offenders 
of this fort, and, like her, you will wifli to re- 
xnind thefe yotmg gentlemen to remove in 
the firft place a fufpicion by which a fimple 
believer may very well oppofe their endea* 
vours to make profelytes. Let them take 
care not to difcover to the world, that their 
view in reje£ting the gofpd is to remove all 
thofe checks which vice needs, and to which 
they give the reuis. Our religion is in this 
rtfpeft exa&ly conformable to our reafon. 
We know that fin is mifery; and when a li* 
bertine tells us that the gofpel is a fable, 

invented 
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invented by the craft of man, we mull be 
idiots not to perceive that he has motives for 
difbelief, which it is for our fecurity and 
happmefs even in this life to fhun, as we 
would a defeating peftilence. " To fearch 
the fcnptures^' is recommended by an apoitls 
who well knew that they would ftand every 
inquiry which refulted from a love of truth 
and a humble mind. But be not afhamed, 
my Eliza, of following your mother's ex- 
ample. Search them for the falutary pur- 
pofes for which they were given, namely, to 
purify the heart, and to conduft you to the 
fource from whence th^y came. And r&- 
member that there are multitudes of both 
sexes ** ever learning, and oiever abte to 
come to the knowledge of the truth,** merely 
becaufe they are " high-minded,'* and lovers 
of vain arguToent more than " lovers of 
God.** 

You will exped me to fay a few words 
Tefpefking the prefent fitu^tion of Mr. and 
Mrs. Brecon. They have relided fince their 
naarriage with lady M — in Devonfliire, her 

health 
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iiealth being iniiniL But I am told by Mrs* 
Pamelly who is jufl returned from thence, 
that ihe expe£b them in to'wn this winter; 
and ihe has prepared me for the embonpoint 
of her daughter, and to receive her nurlling, 
ft boy who ran abne at eleven months. 

lam' 

Your affeftionate mother, 
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